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The Oxford Handbook of Early Christian Studies
Village Life in Roman Egypt
This book presents the first detailed study of Tebtunis, a village in Egypt within the
Roman Empire, in the first century AD. It is founded on the archive material of the
local notarial office, or grapheion, which was run by a man named Kronion for most of
the mid-first century. The archive, unparalleled in antiquity, includes over two
hundred documents written on papyrus which attest a wide range of transactions
made by the villagers over defined periods of time, in particular the years AD 42 and
45-7 under the reign of the emperor Claudius. This evidence provides a unique
insight into various aspects of village life: the level of participation in the written
contractual economy; the socio-economic stratification of the village, including the
position of women, slaves, priests, and the role of the elite; the functions of
associations; the types and importance of agriculture; and non-agricultural activities.
This multitude of data reveals a highly diversified village economy, a large
involvement in written transactions among all the strata of the population, and a rural
society living mostly above subsistence level. Tebtunis provides a model of village
society that can be used to understand the majority of the population within the
Roman Empire who lived outside cities in the Mediterranean, particularly in the other
eastern and more Hellenized provinces.

The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics
Historians, classicists, and archeologists will welcome Professor Turner's lucid
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introduction to the field of Greek papyrology. The relatively recent rediscovery of
Greek (and Latin) texts on papyrus has made possible greatly improved editions of
classic works and has provided a deeper understanding of life in classical times.
Professor Turner considers papyrus as a writing material, goes on to the problems of
excavating for papyri, editing a papyrus text, determining its author and owners, and
so on. He discusses the relation of papyri to Greek literature as well as to various
types of non-literary documents, and he assesses various contributions papyri have
made to ancient history. A list of the principal editions of papyri is included.
Originally published in 1968. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-ondemand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the
original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly
increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books
published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

The Oxford Handbook of Latin Palaeography
The Bible was the essence of virtually every aspect of the life of the early churches.
The Oxford Handbook of Early Christian Biblical Interpretation explores a wide array
of themes related to the reception, canonization, interpretation, uses, and legacies of
the Bible in early Christianity. Each section contains overviews and cutting-edge
scholarship that expands understanding of the field. Part One examines the material
text transmitted, translated, and invested with authority, and the very
conceptualization of sacred Scripture as God's word for the church. Part Two looks at
the culture and disciplines or science of interpretation in representative exegetical
traditions. Part Three addresses the diverse literary and non-literary modes of
interpretation, while Part Four canvasses the communal background and foreground
of early Christian interpretation, where the Bible was paramount in shaping normative
Christian identity. Part Five assesses the determinative role of the Bible in major
developments and theological controversies in the life of the churches. Part Six
returns to interpretation proper and samples how certain abiding motifs from within
scriptural revelation were treated by major Christian expositors. The overall history
of biblical interpretation has itself now become the subject of a growing scholarship
and the final part skilfully examines how early Christian exegesis was retrieved and
critically evaluated in later periods of church history. Taken together, the chapters
provide nuanced paths of introduction for students and scholars from a wide
spectrum of academic fields, including classics, biblical studies, the general history of
interpretation, the social and cultural history of late ancient and early medieval
Christianity, historical theology, and systematic and contextual theology. Readers will
be oriented to the major resources for, and issues in, the critical study of early
Christian biblical interpretation.

The Oxford Handbook of Papyrology
A collection of essays by leading scholars on the linguistic significance of Greek and
Latin papyri from Egypt. The Language of the Papyri charts a range of productive
approaches to this material, and offers new methodologies suitable for its analysis.
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The Oxford Handbook of Papyrology
Latin books are among the most numerous surviving artifacts of the Late Antique,
Mediaeval, and Renaissance periods in European history; written in a variety of
formats and scripts, they preserve the literary, philosophical, scientific, and religious
heritage of the West. The Oxford Handbook of Latin Palaeography surveys these
books, with special emphasis on the variety of scripts in which they were written.
Palaeography, in the strictest sense, examines how the changing styles of script and
the fluctuating shapes of individual letters allow the date and the place of production
of books to be determined. More broadly conceived, palaeography examines the
totality of early book production, ownership, dissemination, and use. The Oxford
Handbook of Latin Palaeography includes essays on major types of script (Uncial,
Insular, Beneventan, Visigothic, Gothic, etc.), describing what defines these distinct
script types, and outlining when and where they were used. It expands on previous
handbooks of the subject by incorporating select essays on less well-studied periods
and regions, in particular late mediaeval Eastern Europe. The Oxford Handbook of
Latin Palaeography is also distinguished from prior handbooks by its extensive focus
on codicology and on the cultural settings and contexts of mediaeval books. Essays
treat of various important features, formats, styles, and genres of mediaeval books,
and of representative mediaeval libraries as intellectual centers. Additional studies
explore questions of orality and the written word, the book trade, glossing and
glossaries, and manuscript cataloguing. The extensive plates and figures in the
volume will provide readers wtih clear illustrations of the major points, and the
succinct bibliographies in each essay will direct them to more detailed works in the
field.

The Kellis Agricultural Account Book
The study of political institutions is among the founding pillars of political science.
With the rise of the 'new institutionalism', the study of institutions has returned to its
place in the sun. This volume provides a comprehensive survey of where we are in
the study of political institutions, covering both the traditional concerns of political
science with constitutions, federalism and bureaucracy and more recent interest in
theory and the constructed nature of institutions. The Oxford Handbook of Political
Institutions draws together a galaxy of distinguished contributors drawn from leading
universities across the world. Authoritative reviews of the literature and
assessments of future research directions will help to set the research agenda for the
next decade.

Empire of Letters
An indispensable guide to the latest scholarship in the field of Roman Studies. Over
fifty distinguished scholars elucidate the contribution of material as well as literary
culture to our understanding of the Roman world, and suggest pathways for fresh
investigations.

The Oxford Handbook of Early Christian Biblical Interpretation
Shedding new light on the history of the book in antiquity, Empire of Letters tells the
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story of writing at Rome at the pivotal moment of transition from Republic to Empire
(c. 55 BCE-15 CE). By uniting close readings of the period's major authors with
detailed analysis of material texts, it argues that the physical embodiments of writing
were essential to the worldviews and self-fashioning of authors whose works took
shape in them. Whether in wooden tablets, papyrus bookrolls, monumental writing in
stone and bronze, or through the alphabet itself, Roman authors both idealized and
competed with writing's textual forms. The academic study of the history of the book
has arisen largely out of the textual abundance of the age of print, focusing on the
Renaissance and after. But fewer than fifty fragments of classical Roman bookrolls
survive, and even fewer lines of poetry. Understanding the history of the ancient
Roman book requires us to think differently about this evidence, placing it into the
context of other kinds of textual forms that survive in greater numbers, from the
fragments of Greek papyri preserved in the garbage heaps of Egypt to the Latin
graffiti still visible on the walls of the cities destroyed by Vesuvius. By attending
carefully to this kind of material in conjunction with the rich literary testimony of the
period, Empire of Letters exposes the importance of textuality itself to Roman
authors, and puts the written word back at the center of Roman literature.

The Oxford Handbook of Roman Egypt
Oxford Handbooks of Political Science are the essential guide to the state of political
science today. With engaging contributions from 71 major international scholars, the
Oxford Handbook of Political Economy provides the key point of reference for
anyone working in political economy and beyond.

Making Amulets Christian
The "New Papyrological Primer" is a fully revised and expanded edition of David and
Groningen's 1964 standard introduction to Greek papyrological texts. The current
edition contains 81 Greek texts, arranged in a chronological order, which illustrate
various aspects of life in Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine Egypt. Each text is
provided with a short commentary and explanatory notes, which aim to allow
students to understand the text and to place it accurately in its social context. A
lengthy introduction provides general background information, data about the texts
examined and discussion of a number of commonly neglected topics. A glossary of
Greek terms is appended. The work contains numerous plates, illustrations and maps.

The Oxford Handbook of Ancient Greek Religion
The ongoing digitisation of the literary papyri (and related technical texts like the
medical papyri) is leading to new thoughts on the concept and shape of the "digital
critical edition" of ancient documents. First of all, there is the need of representing
any textual and paratextual feature as much as possible, and of encoding them in a
semantic markup that is very different from a traditional critical edition, based on the
mere display of information. Moreover, several new tools allow us to reconsider not
only the linguistic dimension of the ancient texts (from exploiting the potentialities of
linguistic annotation to a full consideration of language variation as a key to sociocultural analysis), but also the very concept of philological variation (replacing the
mono-authorial view of an reconstructed archetype with a dynamic multitextual model
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closer to the fluid aspect of the textual transmission). The contributors, experts in
the application of digital strategies to the papyrological research, face these issues
from their own viewpoints, not without glimpses on parallel fields like Egyptology and
Near Eastern studies. The result is a new, original and cross-disciplinary overview of
a key issue in the digital humanities.

The New Papyrological Primer
In The Codex, published in 1954, C.H. Roberts studied the process by which in the
early centuries of our era the roll as the vehicle for literature was replaced by the
codex, which has remained the format of the book ever since. New evidence that has
accumulated in the last thirty years has set some of the problems in a new light and
in this book, published here for the first time in paperback, the authors re-examine
these and offer a different explanation for the remarkable part in the transformation
played by the early Church.

Digital Papyrology II
The report from Kellis by the Dakhleh Oasis team documents a collection of wooden
tablets found alongside the Isocrates codex. The tablets contain the most extensive
and well-preserved set of accounts for an agricultural entity to survive from the 4th
century AD. The accounts probably date from the 360s and document the daily life of
an agricultural estate over a period of five years. Information on crops, measures,
prices and valuation, tenants and religious institutions can be gleaned from the
account book which is here transcribed in full, with a facing-page translation and lineby-line commentary on the text. There is also discussion of the significance of the
accounts and the context in which the tablets were found.

Digital Papyrology I
The twenty-eight essays in this Handbook represent the best of current thinking in
the study of Latin language and literature in the Middle Ages. The insights offered by
the collective of authors not only illuminate the field of medieval Latin literature but
shed new light on broader questions of literary history, cultural interaction, world
literature, and language in history and society. The contributors to this volume--a
collection of both senior scholars and gifted young thinkers--vividly illustrate the
field's complexities on a wide range of topics through carefully chosen examples and
challenges to settled answers of the past. At the same time, they suggest future
possibilities for the necessarily provisional and open-ended work essential to the
pursuit of medieval Latin studies. While advanced specialists will find much here to
engage and at times to provoke them, this handbook successfully orients nonspecialists and students to this thriving field of study. The overall approach of The
Oxford Handbook of Medieval Latin Literature makes this volume an essential
resource for students of the ancient world interested in the prolonged after-life of the
classical period's cultural complexes, for medieval historians, for scholars of other
medieval literary traditions, and for all those interested in delving more deeply into
the fascinating more-than-millennium that forms the bridge between the ancient
Mediterranean world and what we consider modernity.
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The Oxford Handbook of Roman Studies
The Oxford Handbook of Hellenic Studies is a unique collection of some seventy
articles which together explore the ways in which ancient Greece has been, is, and
might be studied. It is intended to inform its readers, but also, importantly, to inspire
them, and to enable them to pursue their own research by introducing the primary
resources and exploring the latest agenda for their study. The emphasis is on the
breadth and potential of Hellenic Studies as a flourishing and exciting intellectual
arena, and also upon its relevance to the way we think about ourselves today.

The Oxford Handbook of Medieval Latin Literature
The Oxford Handbooks series is a major new initiative in academic publishing. Each
volume offers an authoritative and up-to-date survey of original research in a
particular subject area. Specially commissioned essays from leading figures in the
discipline give critical examinations of the progress and direction of debates. Biblical
studies is a highly technical and diverse field. Study of the Bible demands expertise
in fields ranging from Archaeology, Egyptology, Assyriology, and Linguistics through
textual, historical, and sociological studies to Literary Theory, Feminism, Philosophy,
and Theology, to name only some. This authoritative and compelling guide to the
discipline will, therefore, be an invaluable reference work for all students and
academics who want to explore more fully essential topics in Biblical studies.

Women's Letters from Ancient Egypt, 300 BC-AD 800
Since the very beginnings of the digital humanities, Papyrology has been in the
vanguard of the application of information technologies to its own scientific purposes,
for both theoretical and practical reasons (the strong awareness towards the
problems of human memory and the material ways of preserving it; the need to work
with a multifarious and overwhelming amount of different data). After more than
thirty years of development, we have now at our disposal the most advanced tools to
make papyrological studies more and more effective, and even to create a new
conception of "papyrology" and a new model of "edition" of the ancient documents. At
this turining point, it is important to build an epistemological framework including all
the different expressions of Digital Papyrology, to trace a historical sketch setting
the background of the contemporary tools, and to provide a clear overview of the
current theoretical and technological trends, so that all the possibilities currently
available can be exploited following uniform pathways. The volume represents an
innovative attempt to deal with such topics, usually relegated into very quick and
general treatments within journal articles or papyrological handbooks.

The Language of the Papyri
This handbook offers a comprehensive overview of scholarship in ancient Greek
religion, from the Archaic to the Hellenistic periods. The handbook lays out the key
dimensions of ancient Greek religion, approaches to evidence, and the
representations of myths. The chapters reveal to readers the questions about, and
the continuities and differences between, religious structures across time and place;
including cultural interactions with Egypt, the Near East, theBlack Sea, and Bactria
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and India.

The Oxford Handbook of Papyrology
The unique relationship between word and image in ancient Egypt is a defining
feature of that ancient culture's records. All hieroglyphic texts are composed of
images, and large-scale figural imagery in temples and tombs is often accompanied by
texts. Epigraphy and palaeography are two distinct, but closely related, ways of
recording, analyzing, and interpreting texts and images. This Handbook stresses
technical issues about recording text and art and interpretive questions about what
we do with those records and why we do it. It offers readers three key things: a
diachronic perspective, covering all ancient Egyptian scripts from prehistoric Egypt
through the Coptic era (fourth millennium BCE-first half of first millennium CE), a
look at recording techniques that considers the past, present, and future, and a focus
on the experiences of colleagues. The diachronic perspective illustrates the range of
techniques used to record different phases of writing in different media. The
consideration of past, present, and future techniques allows readers to understand
and assess why epigraphy and palaeography is or was done in a particular manner by
linking the aims of a particular effort with the technique chosen to reach those aims.
The choice of techniques is a matter of goals and the records' work circumstances,
an inevitable consequence of epigraphy being a double projection: geometrical,
transcribing in two dimensions an object that exists physically in three; and mental,
an interpretation, with an inevitable selection among the object's defining
characteristics. The experiences of colleagues provide a range of perspectives and
opinions about issues such as techniques of recording, challenges faced in the field,
and ways of reading and interpreting text and image. These accounts are interesting
and instructive stories of innovation in the face of scientific conundrum.

The Oxford Handbook of Social Relations in the Roman World
This collection presents new analyses for the nature and scale of Roman agriculture.
It outlines the fundamental features of agricultural production through studying the
documentary and archaeological evidence for the modes of land exploitation and the
organisation, development of, and investment in this sector.

The Birth of the Codex
Thousands of texts, written over a period of three thousand years on papyri and
potsherds, in Egyptian, Greek, Latin, Aramaic, Hebrew, Persian, and other languages,
have transformed our knowledge of many aspects of life in the ancient Mediterranean
and Near Eastern worlds. The Oxford Handbook of Papyrology provides an
introduction to the world of these ancient documents and literary texts, ranging from
the raw materials of writing to the languages used, from the history of papyrology to
its future, and from practical help in reading papyri to frank opinions about the nature
of the work of papyrologists. This volume, the first major reference work on
papyrology written in English, takes account of the important changes experienced
by the discipline within especially the last thirty years. Including new work by twentyseven international experts and more than one hundred illustrations, The Oxford
Handbook of Papyrology will serve as an invaluable guide to the subject.
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Reading Papyri, Writing Ancient History
This Corpus of Marginal and Interlinear Notes from the Greek and Latin literary
papyri of Egypt is arranged alphabetically by author (from Aeschylus to Xenophon)
and the papyri themselves identified by their "Mertens-Pack 3" number (MP3); the
Adespota, both poetry and prose, follow.

The Oxford Handbook of Political Institutions
The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics offers a critical survey of the field of
empirical political science through the collection of a set of chapters written by 48
top scholars in the discipline of comparative politics

The Oxford Handbook of Greek and Roman Slaveries
This is a guide to contemporary thought on ethical issues in all areas of human
activity - personal, medical, sexual, social, political, judicial, and international, from
the natural world to the world of business.

Egypt from Alexander to the Copts
The ancient Mediterranean world brought to us by Herodotus, Thucydides and
Tacitus is one of politics, war and the power elite of Greece and Rome. There was
another ancient world, in which ordinary people made a living, sold land, ran their
towns and sued one another. This is the world that the papyri bring to life; this book
is about how they do so. Reading Papyri, Writing Ancient History demonstrates how
historians can put together information from scattered and often badly damaged
documents to build up a picture of the society, economy and culture of the
multicultural world of antiquity. Through discussion of contemporary historical work
on the documents, Roger Bagnall scrutinises alternative ways of approaching these
sources. He shows how the ancient historian can use the methodologies of
anthropology, comparative history and statistics alongside more traditional tools to
turn these texts into questions and answers. Students and teachers of ancient history
will find Reading Papyri, Writing Ancient History an indispensable guide to using
these ancient texts in their own work.

Hellenistic and Roman Egypt
What kind of literature is the Talmud? To answer this question, Daniel Boyarin looks
to an unlikely source: the dialogues of Plato. In these ancient texts he finds
similarities, both in their combination of various genres and topics and in their
dialogic structure. But Boyarin goes beyond these structural similarities, arguing also
for a cultural relationship. In Socrates and the Fat Rabbis, Boyarin suggests that both
the Platonic and the talmudic dialogues are not dialogic at all. Using Michael Bakhtin’s
notion of represented dialogue and real dialogism, Boyarin demonstrates, through
multiple close readings, that the give-and-take in these texts is actually much closer
to a monologue in spirit. At the same time, he shows that there is a dialogism in both
texts on a deeper structural level between a voice of philosophical or religious dead
seriousness and a voice from within that mocks that very high solemnity at the same
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time. Boyarin ultimately singles out Menippean satire as the most important genre
through which to understand both the Talmud and Plato, emphasizing their seriocomic
peculiarity. An innovative advancement in rabbinic studies, as well as a bold and
controversial new way of reading Plato, Socrates and the Fat Rabbis makes a major
contribution to scholarship on thought and culture of the ancient Mediterranean.

Socrates and the Fat Rabbis
A comprehensive portrayal of Egypt from the fourth to the seventh centuries, first
published in 2007.

Bookrolls and Scribes in Oxyrhynchus
This second collection by Roger Bagnall brings together a further two dozen of his
studies, this time covering Hellenistic, Roman, and Byzantine Egypt, published over
the last thirty years. Many of the articles deal with issues of historical and
papyrological method: the restoration of papyrus texts, the direction of
archaeological work in Egypt, economic models for Roman Egypt, the usefulness of
postcolonial theory, and approaches to the defective literary tradition for the Library
of Alexandria. Others concentrate on particular bodies of evidence, ranging from
inscriptions to ascetic literature, from registers to women's letters.

The Oxford Handbook of Roman Law and Society
Thousands of documentary and literary texts written on papyri and potsherds, in
Egyptian, Greek, Latin, Aramaic, Hebrew, and Persian, have transformed our
knowledge of many aspects of life in the ancient Mediterranean and Near Eastern
worlds. Here experts provide a comprehensive guide to understanding this ancient
documentary evidence.

The Oxford Handbook of Egyptian Epigraphy and Palaeography
Michael Peachin is Professor of Classics at New York University. --Book Jacket.

The Oxford Handbook of Hellenic Studies
Close analysis of formal and conventional features of the bookrolls not only provides
detailed information on the bookroll industry- but also, in turn, suggests some
intriguing questions and provisional answers about the ways in which the use and
function of the bookroll among ancient readers may differ from modern or medieval
practice.

The Oxford Handbook of Political Economy
The Oxford Handbook of Early Christian Studies responds to and celebrates the
explosion of research in this inter-disciplinary field over recent decades. It is
thematically arranged to encompass history, literature, thought, practices, and
material culture. Whilst the burgeoning of scholarly work has made it impossible for
any one scholar to maintain expertise in every aspect of the discipline, this handbook
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seeks to aid both the new researcher in the field andthe scholar entering an
unfamiliar sub-specialty. Each chapter orients readers to the current 'state of the
question' in a given area, reflecting on key research issues to date, highlighting
primarysources and giving suggestions as to the likely direction of future work. The
Handbook takes the period 100 to 600 CE as a chronological span and examines the
vast geographical area impacted by the early church, in Western and Eastern late
antiquity.

Roman Egypt
Sumario: Front Matter - Part I Introduction - Part II Reading Roman Law - Part III
The Constitutional Structure of the Roman State- Part IV Legal Professionals and
Legal Culture - Part V Settling Disputes - Part VI Persons before the Law - Part VII
Legal Relations - End Matter.

The Roman Agricultural Economy
Roman Egypt is a critical area of interdisciplinary research, which has steadily
expanded since the 1970s and continues to grow. Egypt played a pivotal role in the
Roman empire, not only in terms of political, economic, and military strategies, but
also as part of an intricate cultural discourse involving themes that resonate today east and west, old world and new, acculturation and shifting identities, patterns of
language use and religious belief, and the management of agriculture and trade.
Roman Egypt was a literal and figurative crossroads shaped by the movement of
people, goods, and ideas, and framed by permeable boundaries of self and space. This
handbook is unique in drawing together many different strands of research on Roman
Egypt, in order to suggest both the state of knowledge in the field and the
possibilities for collaborative, synthetic, and interpretive research. Arranged in seven
thematic sections, each of which includes essays from a variety of disciplinary
vantage points and multiple sources of information, it offers new perspectives from
both established and younger scholars, featuring individual essay topics, themes, and
intellectual juxtapositions.

Egypt in the Byzantine World, 300-700
The private letters of ancient women in Egypt from Alexander the Great to the Arab
conquest

Annotations in Greek and Latin Texts from Egypt
Egypt is by far the best-documented province of the Roman Empire. The dryness of
its climate means that an enormous number of literary and documentary papyri have
survived - a unique, reliable and lively source that documents Egypt in more detail
than any other Roman province. Hitherto these have not been used extensively by
Roman historians, on the erroneous assumption that Egypt is somehow 'atypical' as a
Roman province. However, scholars now agree that Egypt should be devoted more
attention by anyone interested in the history of the Roman Empire. This book offers
a first approach to the subject, presenting a survey of the most important aspects of
life in the province under Roman domination, from the conquest by Octavian in 30 BC
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to the third century AD, as they emerge from the micro-level of the Egyptian papyri
and inscriptions, but also from the ancient literary sources, such as Strabo, Diodorus,
and Philo, and from the most important archaeological discoveries.

The Oxford Handbook of Practical Ethics
Thousands of texts, written over a period of three thousand years on papyri and
potsherds, in Egyptian, Greek, Latin, Aramaic, Hebrew, Persian, and other languages,
have transformed our knowledge of many aspects of life in the ancient Mediterranean
and Near Eastern worlds. The Oxford Handbook of Papyrology provides an
introduction to the world of these ancient documents and literary texts, ranging from
the raw materials of writing to the languages used, from the history of papyrology to
its future, and from practical help in reading papyri to frank opinions about the nature
of the work of papyrologists. This volume, the first major reference work on
papyrology written in English, takes account of the important changes experienced
by the discipline within especially the last thirty years. Including new work by twentyseven international experts and more than one hundred illustrations, The Oxford
Handbook of Papyrology will serve as an invaluable guide to the subject.

Greek Papyri
Making Amulets Christian: Artefacts, Scribes, and Contexts examines Greek amulets
with Christian elements from late antique Egypt in order to discern the processes
whereby a customary practice—the writing of incantations on amulets—changed in an
increasingly Christian context. It considers how the formulation of incantations and
amulets changed as the Christian church became the prevailing religious institution in
Egypt in the last centuries of the Roman empire. Theodore de Bruyn investigates
what we can learn from incantations and amulets containing Christian elements about
the cultural and social location of the people who wrote them. He shows how
incantations and amulets were indebted to rituals or ritualizing behaviour of
Christians. This study analyzes different types of amulets and the ways in which they
incorporate Christian elements. By comparing the formulation and writing of
individual amulets that are similar to one another, one can observe differences in the
culture of the scribes of these materials. It argues for 'conditioned individuality' in
the production of amulets. On the one hand, amulets manifest qualities that reflect the
training and culture of the individual writer. On the other hand, amulets reveal that
individual writers were shaped, whether consciously or inadvertently, by the
resources they drew upon-by what is called 'tradition' in the field of religious studies.

The Oxford Handbook of Biblical Studies
After its conquest by Alexander the Great in 332 bc, Egypt was ruled for the next
300 years by the Ptolemaic dynasty founded by Ptolemy I, one of Alexander's
generals. With the defeat of Cleopatra VII in 30 bc, Egypt became a province of the
Roman Empire, and later of the Byzantine Empire. For a millennium it was one of the
wealthiest, most populous and important lands of the multicultural Mediterranean
civilization under Greek and Roman rule. The thousand years from Alexander to the
Arab conquest in ad 641 are rich in archaeological interest and well documented by
50,000 papyri in Greek, Egyptian, Latin, and other languages. But travelers and
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others interested in the remains of this period are ill-served by most guides to Egypt,
which concentrate on the pharaonic buildings. This book redresses the balance, with
clear and concise descriptions related to documents and historical background that
enable us to appreciate the fascinating cities, temples, tombs, villages, churches, and
monasteries of the Hellenistic, Roman, and Late Antique periods. Written by a dozen
leading specialists and reflecting the latest discoveries and research, it provides an
expert visitor's guide to the principal cities, many off the well-worn tourist paths. It
also offers a vivid picture of Egyptian society at differing economic and social levels.
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