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The Russian Language
The Indo-European Languages presents a comprehensive survey of the individual languages and language subgroups within
this language family. With over four hundred languages and dialects and almost three billion native speakers, the Indo-European
language family is the largest of the recognized language groups and includes most of the major current languages of Europe,
the Iranian plateau and the Indian subcontinent. Written by an international team of experts, this comprehensive, single-volume
tome presents in-depth discussions of the historical development and specialized linguistic features of the Indo-European
languages. This unique resource remains the ideal reference for advanced undergraduate and postgraduate students of IndoEuropean linguistics and languages, but also for more experienced researchers looking for an up-to-date survey of separate
Indo-European branches. It will be of interest to researchers and anyone with an interest in historical linguistics, linguistic
anthropology and language development.

Vasily Zhukovsky's Romanticism and the Emotional History of Russia
Ukraine is currently embroiled in a tense fight with Russia to preserve its territorial integrity and political independence. But
today's conflict is only the latest in a long history of battles over Ukraine's territory and its existence as a sovereign nation. As
the award-winning historian Serhii Plokhy argues in The Gates of Europe, we must examine Ukraine's past in order to
understand its present and future. Situated between Central Europe, Russia, and the Middle East, Ukraine was shaped by the
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empires that used it as a strategic gateway between East and West -- from the Roman and Ottoman empires to the Third Reich
and the Soviet Union. For centuries, Ukraine has been a meeting place of various cultures. The mixing of sedentary and
nomadic peoples and Christianity and Islam on the steppe borderland produced the class of ferocious warriors known as the
Cossacks, for example, while the encounter between the Catholic and Orthodox churches created a religious tradition that
bridges Western and Eastern Christianity. Ukraine has also been a home to millions of Jews, serving as the birthplace of
Hassidism -- and as one of the killing fields of the Holocaust. Plokhy examines the history of Ukraine's search for its identity
through the lives of the major figures in Ukrainian history: Prince Yaroslav the Wise of Kyiv, whose daughter Anna became
queen of France; the Cossack ruler Ivan Mazepa, who was immortalized in the poems of Byron and Pushkin; Nikita Khrushchev
and his protege-turned-nemesis Leonid Brezhnev, who called Ukraine their home; and the heroes of the Maidan protests of
2013 and 2014, who embody the current struggle over Ukraine's future. As Plokhy explains, today's crisis is a tragic case of
history repeating itself, as Ukraine once again finds itself in the center of the battle of global proportions. An authoritative
history of this vital country, The Gates of Europe provides a unique insight into the origins of the most dangerous international
crisis since the end of the Cold War.

The Making of the Slavs
The Vampire in Slavic Cultures
Bloodlands
Unmaking Imperial Russia examines Hrushevsky's construction of a new historical paradigm that brought about the
nationalization of the Ukrainian past and established Ukrainian history as a separate field of study.

A Companion to the History of the Book
From a preeminent scholar of Eastern Europe, a new history of Russian imperialism In 2014, Russia annexed the Crimea and
attempted to seize a portion of Ukraine. While the world watched in outrage, this blatant violation of national sovereignty was
only the latest iteration of a centuries-long effort to expand Russian boundaries and create a pan-Russian nation. In Lost
Kingdom, award-winning historian Serhii Plokhy argues that we can only understand the confluence of Russian imperialism and
nationalism today by delving into the nation's history. Spanning over 500 years, from the end of the Mongol rule to the present
day, Plokhy shows how leaders from Ivan the Terrible to Joseph Stalin to Vladimir Putin exploited existing forms of identity,
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warfare, and territorial expansion to achieve imperial supremacy. An authoritative and masterful account of Russian
nationalism, Lost Kingdom chronicles the story behind Russia's belligerent empire-building quest.

Linguistic Interrelations in Early Rus'
This classic study, by the late John Doyle Klier, is considered a seminal text in modern Jewish history by one of the foremost
scholars in the field. In this, his first book, Klier offers an important analysis of Russia's early acquisition of, attitudes toward,
and administration of its Jewish population. He argues that the Russian response to the Jewish Question was based less on a
tradition or religious antipathy than on the failure to develop a consistent, well-articulated policy in the face of a new and
unusual problem. This failure led to ineffective social legislation and became the legacy of Russia's first encounter with the
Jews. This essential book will be of enduring interest to scholars of modern Russian and Jewish history.

God, Tsar, and People
This book identifies the Romantic notion of the whole as the fundamental epistemological source of the notion of structure in
the thinking of the Prague Linguistic Circle, primarily its Russian representatives, and studies what amounted to the slow,
painful process of disengagement from the organicist metaphor in an intellectual world very different from Saussure's.

The Russian Origins of the First World War
The first academic book concerning the most interesting archaeological discoveries of Medieval date (6th-mid 13th centuries)
in Poland. The book is meant mainly for students, archaeologists and historians. It will also interest a wider audience interested
in the history and archaeology of central Europe.

Slavic Witchcraft
The history of the early Slavs is a subject of renewed interest and one which is highly controversial both politically and
historically. This pioneering text reviews the latest archaelogical (and other) evidence concerning the first settlers, their
cultural identities and their relationship with their modern successors. Dr Dolukhanov explores the various historiographical
debates before offering his own interpretations.

Activism
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According to the World Health Organization, approximately seventy percent of men and thirty percent of women in Russia
smoke, and the WHO estimated that at the close of the twentieth century 280,000 Russians died every year from smokingrelated illnesses – a rate over three times higher than the global average. The demographic crisis in current Russia has
occasioned interest by President Putin in health care efforts and by historians in the source of these problems. Tobacco in
Russian History and Culture explores tobacco’s role in Russian culture through a multidisciplinary approach starting with the
growth of tobacco consumption from its first introduction in the seventeenth century until its pandemic status in the current
post-Soviet health crisis. The essays as a group emphasize the ways in which, from earliest contact, tobacco’s status as a
"foreign" commodity forced Russians to confront their national, political, and economic interests in its acceptance or rejection
and find there markers of gender, class, or political identity. International contributors from the fields of history, literature,
sociology, and economics fully present the dramatic impact of the weed called the "blossom from the womb of the daughter of
Jezebel".

Tobacco in Russian History and Culture
The notion of a superior ‘Germanic’ or ‘Nordic’ race was a central theme in Nazi ideology. But it was also a commonly
accepted idea in the early twentieth century, an actual scientific concept originating from anthropological research on the
physical characteristics of Europeans. The Scandinavian Peninsula was considered to be the historical cradle and the heartland
of this ‘master race’. Measuring the Master Race investigates the role played by Scandinavian scholars in inventing this socalled superior race, and discusses how the concept stamped Norwegian physical anthropology, prehistory, national identity
and the eugenics movement. It also explores the decline and scientific discrediting of these ideas in the 1930s as they came to
be associated with the genetic cleansing of Nazi Germany. This is the first comprehensive study of Norwegian physical
anthropology. Its findings shed new light on current political and scientific debates about race across the globe.

The Origins of the Slavic Nations
This 2006 book documents developments in the countries of eastern Europe, including the rise of authoritarian tendencies in
Russia and Belarus, as well as the victory of the democratic 'Orange Revolution' in Ukraine, and poses important questions
about the origins of the East Slavic nations and the essential similarities or differences between their cultures. It traces the
origins of the modern Russian, Ukrainian and Belarusian nations by focusing on pre-modern forms of group identity among the
Eastern Slavs. It also challenges attempts to 'nationalize' the Rus' past on behalf of existing national projects, laying the
groundwork for understanding of the pre-modern history of Russia, Ukraine and Belarus. The book covers the period from the
Christianization of Kyivan Rus' in the tenth century to the reign of Peter I and his eighteenth-century successors, by which
time the idea of nationalism had begun to influence the thinking of East Slavic elites.
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Russia Gathers Her Jews
Paganism, Traditionalism, Nationalism
This book documents developments in the countries of eastern Europe, including the rise of authoritarian tendencies in Russia
and Belarus, as well as the victory of the democratic 'Orange Revolution' in Ukraine, and poses important questions about the
origins of the East Slavic nations and the essential similarities or differences between their cultures. It traces the origins of the
modern Russian, Ukrainian and Belarusian nations by focusing on pre-modern forms of group identity among the Eastern Slavs.
It also challenges attempts to 'nationalize' the Rus' past on behalf of existing national projects, laying the groundwork for
understanding of the pre-modern history of Russia, Ukraine and Belarus. The book covers the period from the Christianization
of Kyivan Rus' in the tenth century to the reign of Peter I and his eighteenth-century successors, by which time the idea of
nationalism had begun to influence the thinking of East Slavic elites.

The Cossack Myth
In The Prehistory of the Balto-Slavic Accent Jay Jasanoff offers a much-needed guide to the accentual changes that set Baltic
and Slavic apart from the rest of the Indo-European family.

The Indo-European Languages
This book covers the origins of Eurasianism, dwells on Eurasianism’s major philosophical paradigms, and places Eurasianism in
the context of the development of Polish and Turkish thought. The final part deals with the modern modification of Eurasianism.
The book should be of great interest to those who are interested in Russian/European and Asian history area studies.

The Early Slavs
From the bestselling author of On Tyranny, the definitive history of Hitler's and Stalin's wars against the civilians of Europe in
World War Two Americans call the Second World War "The Good War."But before it even began, America's wartime ally Josef
Stalin had killed millions of his own citizens--and kept killing them during and after the war. Before Hitler was finally defeated,
he had murdered six million Jews and nearly as many other Europeans. At war's end, both the German and the Soviet killing
sites fell behind the iron curtain, leaving the history of mass killing in darkness. Bloodlands is a new kind of European history,
presenting the mass murders committed by the Nazi and Stalinist regimes as two aspects of a single history, in the time and
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place where they occurred: between Germany and Russia, when Hitler and Stalin both held power. Assiduously researched,
deeply humane, and utterly definitive, Bloodlands will be required reading for anyone seeking to understand the central tragedy
of modern history. Bloodlands won twelve awards including the Emerson Prize in the Humanities, a Literature Award from the
American Academy of Arts and Letters, the Leipzig Award for European Understanding, and the Hannah Arendt Prize in
Political Thought. It has been translated into more than thirty languages, was named to twelve book-of-the-year lists, and was a
bestseller in six countries.

Essays on the History of Religions
A practical guide to the ancient magical tradition of Russian sorcery and Eastern Slavic magical rites • Offers step-by-step
instructions for more than 300 spells, incantations, charms, amulets, and practical rituals for love, career success, protection,
healing, divination, communicating with spirits and ancestors, and other challenges and situations • Reveals specific places of
magical power in the natural world as well as the profound power of graveyards and churches for casting spells • Explores the
folk history of this ancient magical tradition, including how the pagan gods gained new life as Eastern Orthodox saints, and
shares folktales of magical beings, including sorceresses shapeshifting into animals and household objects Passed down
through generations, the Slavic practice of magic, witchcraft, and sorcery is still alive and well in Russia, the Ukraine, and
Belarus, as well as the Balkans and the Baltic states. There are still witches who whisper upon tied knots to curse or heal,
sorceresses who shapeshift into animals or household objects, magicians who cast spells for love or good fortune, and common
folk who seek their aid for daily problems big and small. Sharing the extensive knowledge she inherited from her mother and
grandmother, including spells of the “Old Believers” previously unknown to outsiders, Natasha Helvin explores in detail the folk
history and practice of Russian sorcery and Eastern Slavic magical rites, offering a rich compendium of more than 300 spells,
incantations, charms, and practical rituals for love, relationships, career success, protection, healing, divination, averting the
evil eye, communicating with spirits and ancestors, and a host of other life challenges and daily situations, with complete stepby-step instructions to ensure your magical goals are realized. She explains how this tradition has only a thin Christian veneer
over its pagan origins and how the Slavic pagan gods and goddesses acquired new lives as the saints of the Eastern Orthodox
Church. She details how the magical energy for these spells and rituals is drawn from the forces of nature, revealing specific
places of power in the natural world as well as the profound power of graveyards and churches for casting spells. She explores
the creation of amulets and talismans, the importance of icons, and the proper recital of magical language and actions during
spells, as well as how one becomes a witch or sorceress. Offering a close examination of these two-thousand-year-old occult
practices, Helvin also includes Slavic folk advice, adapted for the modern era. Revealing what it means to be a Slavic witch or
sorceress, and how this vocation pervades all aspects of life, she shows that each of us has magic within that we can use to
take control of our own destiny.
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Unmaking Imperial Russia
God, Tsar, and People brings together in one volume essays written over a period of fifty years, using a wide variety of
evidence—texts, icons, architecture, and ritual—to reveal how early modern Russians (1450–1700) imagined their rapidly
changing political world. This volume presents a more nuanced picture of Russian political thought during the two centuries
before Peter the Great came to power than is typically available. The state was expanding at a dizzying rate, and atop Russia's
traditional political structure sat a ruler who supposedly reflected God's will. The problem facing Russians was that actual
rulers seldom—or never—exhibited the required perfection. Daniel Rowland argues that this contradictory set of ideas was far
less autocratic in both theory and practice than modern stereotypes would have us believe. In comparing and contrasting
Russian history with that of Western European states, Rowland is also questioning the notion that Russia has always been, and
always viewed itself as, an authoritarian country. God, Tsar, and People explores how the Russian state in this period kept its
vast lands and diverse subjects united in a common view of a Christian polity, defending its long frontier against powerful
enemies from the East and from the West.

Becoming Slav, Becoming Croat
This book offers a new approach to the problem of Slavic ethnicity in southeastern Europe between c. 500 and c. 700. The
author shows how Byzantine authors "invented" the Slavs, in order to make sense of political and military developments taking
place in the Balkans. Making extensive use of archaeology to show that such developments resulted in the rise of powerful
leaders, responsible for creating group identities and mobilizing warriors for successful raids across the frontier. The author
rejects the idea of Slavic migration, and shows that "the Slavs" were the product of the frontier.

The Dawn of Slavic
The catastrophe of the First World War, and the destruction, revolution, and enduring hostilities it wrought, make the issue of
its origins a perennial puzzle. Since World War II, Germany has been viewed as the primary culprit. Now, in a major
reinterpretation of the conflict, Sean McMeekin rejects the standard notions of the war’s beginning as either a GermanoAustrian preemptive strike or a “tragedy of miscalculation.” Instead, he proposes that the key to the outbreak of violence lies
in St. Petersburg. It was Russian statesmen who unleashed the war through conscious policy decisions based on imperial
ambitions in the Near East. Unlike their civilian counterparts in Berlin, who would have preferred to localize the Austro-Serbian
conflict, Russian leaders desired a more general war so long as British participation was assured. The war of 1914 was
launched at a propitious moment for harnessing the might of Britain and France to neutralize the German threat to Russia’s
goal: partitioning the Ottoman Empire to ensure control of the Straits between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean. Nearly a
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century has passed since the guns fell silent on the western front. But in the lands of the former Ottoman Empire, World War I
smolders still. Sunnis and Shiites, Arabs and Jews, and other regional antagonists continue fighting over the last scraps of the
Ottoman inheritance. As we seek to make sense of these conflicts, McMeekin’s powerful expos of Russia’s aims in the First
World War will illuminate our understanding of the twentieth century.

The Germanic loanwords in Proto-Slavic
This book is a comprehensive study of the Germanic loanwords in Proto-Slavic. It includes an investigation of all Germanic
words that were borrowed into Proto-Slavic until its disintegration in the early ninth century. Research into the phonology,
morphology and semantics of the loanwords serves as the basis of an investigation into the Germanic donor languages of the
individual loanwords. The loanwords can be shown to be mainly of Gothic, High German and Low German origin. One of the
aims of the present study is to clarify the accentuation of Germanic loanwords in Proto-Slavic and to explain how they were
adapted to the Proto-Slavic accentual system. This volume is of special interest to scholars and students of Slavic and
Germanic historical linguistics, contact linguistics and Slavic accentology. Saskia Pronk-Tiethoff’s research focuses on Slavic
historical linguistics and language contact between Slavic and Germanic. She studied Slavic languages and cultures and
Comparative Indo-European linguistics at Leiden University, where she also obtained her doctoral degree. She currently lives
in Zagreb, where she contributed to the Croatian-Dutch dictionary (Institute for Croatian Language and Linguistics), and now
contributes to the Croatian Church Slavic dictionary (Old Church Slavonic Institute).

The Early Slavs
This work traces the Russian language from its origins for the Common Slavonic to the twentieth century.

Russia between East and West
Drawing on the new ways of reading and studying ancient and early medieval sources, this book explores the appearance of the
Croat identity in early medieval Dalmatia.

Children of Rus'
During the early medieval period the Slavs expanded from their original homeland to colonize vast areas and to found most of
the modern nations in Eastern Europe. With first-hand knowledge of the archaeology and other sources, the author creates a
vivid picture of daily life in early medieval Eastern Europe from the early fifth to the end of the tenth century AD, a period of
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profound transformation. The final chapter sets the early medieval developments into the perspective of the history and culture
of modern Europe. A series of specially compiled maps chart the main cultural changes taking place over six centuries in this
relatively unknown part of Europe.

The Gates of Europe
This unique book weaves linguistic, cultural, and historical themes together to form a concise and accessible account of the
development of the Slavic languages. Alexander Schenker demonstrates that inquiry into early Slavic culture requires an
understanding of history, language, and texts and that an understanding of early Slavic writing is incomplete outside the context
of medieval culture. Drawing on contemporary manuscripts and other primary sources, Schenker presents a historical sketch of
Slavic settlement in Europe, tracing the migrations, the political maneuvers, and the integration of the Slavs into the medieval
European cultural commonwealth. He next outlines the development of Slavic from its Indo-European origins to the breakup of
Slavic linguistic unity and the formation of individual Slavic dialects. In a chapter devoted to the beginnings of Slavic writing, he
includes a thematic classification of the oldest Slavic texts, a section on Slavic paleography, and a discussion of the formation
of Old Church Slavonic and its role as the first Slavic literary language. An overview of the development of Slavic philology,
samples of early Slavic writing with facsimile illustrations, maps, and a chronological table contribute further valuable material
to this volume.

The Archaeology of Early Medieval Poland
This dense brick of a book starts with a warning to the unwary - an (untranslated) Latin dedication. It was written by a Czech
priest who eventually became a Harvard professor of Byzantine history. He informs readers that this book enlarges upon a
Harvard course on Slavic history from the 13th to the 17th centuries

The Origins of the Slavic Nations
Eight hundred years before Bram Stoker gave us the West's most memorable vampire in Dracula (1897) and long before the
exploits of Vlad "the Impaler" Tepes horrified Europe (1431-46), the Russian Primary Chronicles write of a Novgorodian priest
as Upyr' Likhij, or Wicked Vampire (1047). The Slavic and Balkan worlds abound in histories, legends, myths and literary
portraits of the so-called undead, creatures which draw life out of the living in order to sustain their own. These stories of the
vampire simultaneously fascinate and horrify, as they draw the reader closer to an understanding of death and the undead. This
unique volume brings together a wide variety of historical, critical, and literary texts that reveal and explore the origins,
growth, and development of the vampire myth from its beginnings to the 21st century. These texts explore the vampire within
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the region of its origin in Western cultures: the lands of the Balkans, Eastern Europe and Russia. From the earliest recorded
tales to the recent offerings of Russian vampires on film, this volume gives the reader a dynamic perspective on one the
world's most enduring cultural phenomena, the vampire. Thomas Garza, Ed.D., is University Distinguished Teaching Associate
Professor of Slavic and Eurasian Studies at the University of Texas at Austin. He teaches courses on Russian language and
literature, foreign language pedagogy, and contemporary Russian culture. His popular course, The Vampire in Slavic Cultures,
has been taught since 1997. He has been traveling to and researching in Russia since 1979 and has lived in Moscow for over
six years. A native Texan, Dr. Garza received his doctorate in education from Harvard University in 1987. During his eighteenyear tenure at the University, he has received several prizes for undergraduate teaching, including the Texas Excellence
Award, the President's Associates Award, the Harry Ransom Award, and in 2003 was inducted into the university-wide
Academy of Distinguished Teachers. His current research projects examine the attitudes of Russian youth toward the Chechen
war and conscription, and notions of masculinity and machismo in Mexican and Russian film of the late 90s and 2000s.

The Slavs Their Early History and Civilization
Rodnoverie was one of the first new religious movements to emerge following the collapse of the Soviet Union, its development
providing an important lens through which to view changes in post-Soviet religious and political life. Rodnovers view social and
political issues as inseparably linked to their religiosity but do not reflect the liberal values dominant among Western Pagans.
Indeed, among the conservative and nationalist movements often associated with Rodnoverie in Russia, traditional anti-Western
and anti-Semitic rhetoric has recently been overshadowed by anti-Islam and anti-migrant tendencies. Providing a fascinating
overview of the history, organisations, adherents, beliefs and practices of Rodnoverie this book presents several different
narratives; as a revival of the native Russian or Slavic religion, as a nature religion and as an alternative to modern values and
lifestyles. Drawing upon primary sources, documents and books this analysis is supplemented with extensive fieldwork carried
out among Rodnoverie communities in Russia and will be of interest to scholars of post-Soviet society, new religious
movements and contemporary Paganism in general.

The Slavs in European History and Civilization
FROST (copy 1): From the John Holmes Library collection.

The Ashkenazic Jews
In Children of Rus’, Faith Hillis recovers an all but forgotten chapter in the history of the tsarist empire and its southwestern
borderlands. The right bank, or west side, of the Dnieper River—which today is located at the heart of the independent state of
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Ukraine—was one of the Russian empire’s last territorial acquisitions, annexed only in the late eighteenth century. Yet over the
course of the long nineteenth century, this newly acquired region nearly a thousand miles from Moscow and St. Petersburg
generated a powerful Russian nationalist movement. Claiming to restore the ancient customs of the East Slavs, the southwest’s
Russian nationalists sought to empower the ordinary Orthodox residents of the borderlands and to diminish the influence of
their non-Orthodox minorities. Right-bank Ukraine would seem unlikely terrain to nourish a Russian nationalist imagination. It
was among the empire’s most diverse corners, with few of its residents speaking Russian as their native language or
identifying with the culture of the Great Russian interior. Nevertheless, as Hillis shows, by the late nineteenth century, Russian
nationalists had established a strong foothold in the southwest’s culture and educated society; in the first decade of the
twentieth, they secured a leading role in local mass politics. By 1910, with help from sympathetic officials in St. Petersburg,
right-bank activists expanded their sights beyond the borderlands, hoping to spread their nationalizing agenda across the
empire. Exploring why and how the empire’s southwestern borderlands produced its most organized and politically successful
Russian nationalist movement, Hillis puts forth a bold new interpretation of state-society relations under tsarism as she
reconstructs the role that a peripheral region played in attempting to define the essential characteristics of the Russian people
and their state.

Lost Kingdom
The South Slavs of Michigan—Slovenes, Croats, Serbs, Macedonians, and Bosnian Muslims—are a microcosm of the immigration
waves of southern and eastern Europeans who came to the United States between 1880 and 1924. History has almost
forgotten these immigrants, who were instrumental in developing the large urban centers of Michigan and the United States,
and who specifically contributed to development of the auto industry and struck in 1913–1914 for better working conditions in
the copper mines of the Upper Peninsula. While labor problems were the primary obstacles confronting Michigan’s South Slavs,
the painful process of acculturation has since dimmed their very real accomplishments. As Daniel Cetinich shows, South Slavs
helped shape both a regional and national civilization in North America with their hands, backs, feet, and the labor organizations
they helped create.

The Origins of the Slavs
In the years following the Napoleonic Wars, a mysterious manuscript began to circulate among the dissatisfied noble elite of
the Russian Empire. Entitled The History of the Rus', it became one of the most influential historical texts of the modern era.
Attributed to an eighteenth-century Orthodox archbishop, it described the heroic struggles of the Ukrainian Cossacks.
Alexander Pushkin read the book as a manifestation of Russian national spirit, but Taras Shevchenko interpreted it as a quest
for Ukrainian national liberation, and it would inspire thousands of Ukrainians to fight for the freedom of their homeland. Serhii
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Plokhy tells the fascinating story of the text's discovery and dissemination, unravelling the mystery of its authorship and
tracing its subsequent impact on Russian and Ukrainian historical and literary imagination. In so doing he brilliantly illuminates
the relationship between history, myth, empire and nationhood from Napoleonic times to the fall of the Soviet Union.

The Origins of the Slavic Nations
Structure and the Whole
Measuring the Master Race
A 2006 study of the origins of the modern Russian, Ukrainian and Belarusian nations.

The Prehistory of the Balto-Slavic Accent
From the early Sumerian clay tablet through to the emergence of the electronic text, this Companion provides a continuous and
coherent account of the history of the book. Makes use of illustrative examples and case studies of well-known texts Written
by a group of expert contributors Covers topical debates, such as the nature of censorship and the future of the book

South Slavs in Michigan
Pan-Slavism: Its History and Ideology
Ilya Vinitsky's Vasily Zhukovsky's Romanticism and the Emotional History of Russia is the first major study in English of
Vasily Zhukovsky (1783–1852)—a poet, translator of German romantic verse, and, crucially, mentor of Pushkin. It focuses
overdue attention to an important figure in Russian literary and cultural history. Vinitsky’s "psychological biography" argues
that Zhukovsky very consciously set out to create for himself an emotional life that reflected his unique brand of romanticism,
different from what we associate with Pushkin or poets such as Byron or Wordsworth. For Zhukovsky, ideal love was
harmonious, built on a mystical foundation of spiritual kinship. Vinitsky shows how Zhukovksy played a pivotal role in the
evolution of ideas central to Russia’s literary and cultural identity from the end of the eighteenth century into the decades
following the Napoleonic Wars.
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