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Alexander Von Humboldt and the Botanical Exploration of the Americas
The Invention of Medicine
One of the greatest nineteenth-century scientist-explorers, Alexander von Humboldt traversed the
tropical Spanish Americas between 1799 and 1804. By the time of his death in 1859, he had won
international fame for his scientific discoveries, his observations of Native American peoples and his
detailed descriptions of the flora and fauna of the 'new continent'. The first to draw and speculate on
Aztec art, to observe reverse polarity in magnetism and to discover why America is called America, his
writings profoundly influenced the course of Victorian culture, causing Darwin to reflect: 'He alone
gives any notion of the feelings which are raised in the mind on first entering the Tropics'.

Weatherland
A preeminent classics scholar revises the history of medicine. Medical thinking and observation were
radically changed by the ancient Greeks, one of their great legacies to the world. In the fifth century
BCE, a Greek doctor put forward his clinical observations of individual men, women, and children in a
collection of case histories known as the Epidemics. Among his working principles was the famous
maxim "Do no harm." In The Invention of Medicine, acclaimed historian Robin Lane Fox puts these
remarkable works in a wider context and upends our understanding of medical history by establishing
that they were written much earlier than previously thought. Lane Fox endorses the ancient Greeks' view
that their texts' author, not named, was none other than the father of medicine, the great Hippocrates
himself. Lane Fox's argument changes our sense of the development of scientific and rational thinking in
Western culture, and he explores the consequences for Greek artists, dramatists and the first writers of
history. Hippocrates emerges as a key figure in the crucial change from an archaic to a classical world.
Elegantly written and remarkably learned, The Invention of Medicine is a groundbreaking reassessment
of many aspects of Greek culture and city life.

Essay on the Geography of Plants
A masterly and beautifully written account of the impact of Alexander von Humboldt on nineteenthcentury American history and culture The naturalist and explorer Alexander von Humboldt (1769?1859)
achieved unparalleled fame in his own time. Today, however, he and his enormous legacy to American
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thought are virtually unknown. In The Humboldt Current, Aaron Sachs traces Humboldt?s pervasive
influence on American history through examining the work of four explorers?J. N. Reynolds, Clarence
King, George Wallace, and John Muir?who embraced Humboldt?s idea of a ?chain of connection?
uniting all peoples and all environments. A skillful blend of narrative and interpretation that also
discusses Humboldt?s influence on Emerson, Whitman, Thoreau, Melville, and Poe, The Humboldt
Current offers a colorful, passionate, and superbly written reinterpretation of nineteenth-century
American history.

Chasing Venus
Victoria
Alexander von Humboldt is one of the most celebrated figures of late-modern science, famous for his
work in physical geography, botanical geography and climatology. This volume traces Humboldt's
biographical identities through Germany's collective past to shed light on the historical instability of our
scientific heroes.

Founding Gardeners
Giants, cannibals and other monsters were a regular feature of Renaissance illustrated maps, inhabiting
the Americas alongside other indigenous peoples. In a new approach to views of distant peoples,
Surekha Davies analyzes this archive alongside prints, costume books and geographical writing. Using
sources from Iberia, France, the German lands, the Low Countries, Italy and England, Davies argues that
mapmakers and viewers saw these maps as careful syntheses that enabled viewers to compare different
peoples. In an age when scholars, missionaries, native peoples and colonial officials debated whether
New World inhabitants could – or should – be converted or enslaved, maps were uniquely suited for
assessing the impact of environment on bodies and temperaments. Through innovative interdisciplinary
methods connecting the European Renaissance to the Atlantic world, Davies uses new sources and
questions to explore science as a visual pursuit, revealing how debates about the relationship between
humans and monstrous peoples challenged colonial expansion.

The Incredible yet True Adventures of Alexander von Humboldt
The legacy of Alexander von Humboldt (1769–1859) looms large over the natural sciences. His
1799–1804 research expedition to Central and South America with botanist Aimé Bonpland set the
course for the great scientific surveys of the nineteenth century, and inspired such essayists and artists as
Emerson, Goethe, Thoreau, Poe, and Church. The chronicles of the expedition were published in Paris
after Humboldt’s return, and first among them was the 1807 “Essay on the Geography of Plants.”
Among the most cited writings in natural history, after the works of Darwin and Wallace, this work
appears here for the first time in a complete English-language translation. Covering far more than its title
implies, it represents the first articulation of an integrative “science of the earth, ” encompassing most of
today’s environmental sciences. Ecologist Stephen T. Jackson introduces the treatise and explains its
enduring significance two centuries after its publication.

Visual Voyages
The acclaimed author of Founding Gardeners reveals the forgotten life of Alexander von Humboldt, the
visionary German naturalist whose ideas changed the way we see the natural world—and in the process
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created modern environmentalism. NATIONAL BEST SELLER One of the New York Times 10 Best
Books of the Year Winner of the Los Angeles Times Book Prize, The James Wright Award for Nature
Writing, the Costa Biography Award, the Royal Geographic Society's Ness Award, the Sigurd F. Olson
Nature Writing Award Finalist for the Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction, the Kirkus
Prize Prize for Nonfiction, the Independent Bookshop Week Book Award A Best Book of the Year: The
New York Times, The Atlantic, The Economist, Nature, Jezebel, Kirkus Reviews, Publishers Weekly,
New Scientist, The Independent, The Telegraph, The Sunday Times, The Evening Standard, The
Spectator Alexander von Humboldt (1769–1859) was an intrepid explorer and the most famous scientist
of his age. In North America, his name still graces four counties, thirteen towns, a river, parks, bays,
lakes, and mountains. His restless life was packed with adventure and discovery, whether he was
climbing the highest volcanoes in the world or racing through anthrax-infected Siberia or translating his
research into bestselling publications that changed science and thinking. Among Humboldt’s most
revolutionary ideas was a radical vision of nature, that it is a complex and interconnected global force
that does not exist for the use of humankind alone. Now Andrea Wulf brings the man and his
achievements back into focus: his daring expeditions and investigation of wild environments around the
world and his discoveries of similarities between climate and vegetation zones on different continents.
She also discusses his prediction of human-induced climate change, his remarkable ability to fashion
poetic narrative out of scientific observation, and his relationships with iconic figures such as Simón
Bolívar and Thomas Jefferson. Wulf examines how Humboldt’s writings inspired other naturalists and
poets such as Darwin, Wordsworth, and Goethe, and she makes the compelling case that it was
Humboldt’s influence that led John Muir to his ideas of natural preservation and that shaped Thoreau’s
Walden. With this brilliantly researched and compellingly written book, Andrea Wulf shows the myriad
fundamental ways in which Humboldt created our understanding of the natural world, and she
champions a renewed interest in this vital and lost player in environmental history and science. From the
Hardcover edition.

Cosmos
The award-winning author of The Brother Gardeners presents a tour of the lives of the founding fathers
from their perspectives as gardeners, farmers and plantsmen, revealing how a shared passion for
agriculture shaped their beliefs and decisions. Reprint.

Cosmos and Colonialism
A portrait of the German naturalist reveals his ongoing influence on humanity's relationship with the
natural world today, discussing such topics as his views on climate change, conservation, and nature as a
resource for all life.

My Last Continent
An unprecedented visual exploration of the intertwined histories of art and science, of the old world and
the new From the voyages of Christopher Columbus to those of Alexander von Humboldt and Charles
Darwin, the depiction of the natural world played a central role in shaping how people on both sides of
the Atlantic understood and imaged the region we now know as Latin America. Nature provided
incentives for exploration, commodities for trade, specimens for scientific investigation, and
manifestations of divine forces. It also yielded a rich trove of representations, created both by natives to
the region and visitors, which are the subject of this lushly illustrated book. Author Daniela Bleichmar
shows that these images were not only works of art but also instruments for the production of
knowledge, with scientific, social, and political repercussions. Early depictions of Latin American nature
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introduced European audiences to native medicines and religious practices. By the 17th century,
revelatory accounts of tobacco, chocolate, and cochineal reshaped science, trade, and empire around the
globe. In the 18th and 19th centuries, collections and scientific expeditions produced both patriotic and
imperial visions of Latin America. Through an interdisciplinary examination of more than 150 maps,
illustrated manuscripts, still lifes, and landscape paintings spanning four hundred years, Visual Voyages
establishes Latin America as a critical site for scientific and artistic exploration, affirming that region's
transformation and the transformation of Europe as vitally connected histories.

Renaissance Ethnography and the Invention of the Human
How did mythology and religion first begin? Where did the ideas of “God,” “spirit” and “soul” come
from? The author takes us to ancient times, showing us how early humans struggled to make sense of the
world around them. Drawing on history, geology, volcanology, anthropology, chemistry, astronomy,
archeology, oceanography, biology and cognitive science, the author reveals the surprising true meaning
of our most sacred stories. “Bill Lauritzen is some kind of genius.” Sir Arthur C. Clarke. “Anyone
interested in science and religion should read this book.” Dr. Elizabeth Loftus, Ph.D., psychologist, UC
Irvine. “Bill Lauritzen has systematically analyzed, from an original viewpoint, the historic sources
related to the origins of religion. He summarized his research in this interesting and thought-provoking
book.” Mamikon Mnatsakanian, Ph.D, astrophysicist and mathematician, California Institute of
Technology.

The Brother Gardeners
Featuring more than 150 illustrations, many in color, The Invention of Rivers integrates history, art,
cultural studies, hydrology, and geography to tell the story of how rivers have been culturally
constructed as lines granted special roles in defining human habitation and everyday practice.

Foreign Direct Investment and Governments
A portrait of the German naturalist reveals his ongoing influence on humanity's relationship with the
natural world today, discussing such topics as his views on climate change, conservation, and nature as a
resource for all life.

The Humboldt Current
Explores the life of Queen Victoria from her so-called "miserable childhood" to her early years of
political inexperience, her publicly criticized marriage to Prince Albert, and the last decades of her rule
as Empress of India.

The Passage to Cosmos
A revisionist panorama of the nineteenth century examines the era's material and spiritual changes in the
wake of emerging British capitalism and imperialism, as told through the writings of such figures as
Darwin, Marks, George Eliot, and Kipling. Reprint. 20,000 first printing.

The Invention of Nature
A sweeping, richly detailed history that tells the fascinating story of how paper—the simple Chinese
invention of two thousand years ago—wrapped itself around our world, humankind’s most momentous
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ideas imprinted on its surface. The emergence of paper in the imperial court of Han China brought about
a revolution in the transmission of knowledge and ideas, allowing religions, philosophies and
propaganda to spread with ever greater ease. The first writing surface sufficiently cheap, portable and
printable for books, pamphlets and journals to be mass-produced and distributed widely, paper opened
the way for an unprecedented, ongoing dialogue between individuals and between communities across
continents, oceans and time. The Paper Trail explores how the new substance was used to solidify social
and political systems that influenced China even into our own time. We see how paper made possible the
spread of the then new religions of Buddhism and Manichaeism into Japan, Korea and Vietnam . . . how
it enabled theologians, scientists and artists to build the vast and signally intellectual empire of the
Abbasid Caliphate and embed the Koran in popular culture . . . how paper was carried along the Silk
Road by merchants and missionaries, finally reaching Europe in the late thirteenth century . . . and how,
once established in Europe, along with the printing press, paper played an essential role in the three great
foundations of Western modernity: the Renaissance, the Reformation and the Scientific Revolution.
Here is a dramatic, comprehensively researched, vividly written story populated by holy men and
scholars, warriors and poets, rulers and ordinary men and women—an essential story brilliantly told in
this luminous work of history. From the Hardcover edition.

The Invention of Rivers
A new hardcover selection of the best writings of the visionary German naturalist whose ideas changed
the way we see the natural world. Selected and introduced by Andrea Wulf. Alexander von Humboldt
(1769-1859) was an intrepid explorer and the most famous scientist of his age. His life was packed with
adventure and discovery, whether he was climbing volcanoes in the Andes, racing through anthraxinfected Siberia, or publishing groundbreaking bestsellers. Ahead of his time, he recognized nature as an
interdependent whole and he saw before anyone else that humankind was on a path to destroy it. His
visits to the Americas led him to argue that the indigenous peoples possessed ancient cultures with
sophisticated languages, architecture, and art, and his expedition to Cuba prompted him to denounce
slavery as "the greatest evil ever to have afflicted humanity." To Humboldt, the melody of his prose was
as important as its empirical content, and this selection from his most famous works--including Cosmos,
Views of Nature, and Views of the Cordilleras and Monuments of the Indigenous Peoples of the
Americas, among others--allows us the pleasure of reading his own accounts of his daring explorations.
Humboldt's writings profoundly influenced naturalists and poets including Darwin, Thoreau, Muir,
Goethe, Wordsworth, and Whitman. The Selected Writings is not only a tribute to Humboldt's important
role in environmental history and science, but also to his ability to fashion powerfully poetic narratives
out of scientific observations.

Views of Nature
This unforgettable debut, set against the dramatic Antarctic landscape, is “refreshingly different, vivid
and immediate. Midge Raymond has an extraordinary gift for description that puts the reader bang in the
middle of its dangerous and endangered world” (M.L. Stedman, New York Times bestselling author of
The Light Between Oceans). It is only among the glacial mountains, cleaving icebergs, and frigid waters
of Antarctica that Deb Gardener and Keller Sullivan feel at home. For a few blissful weeks each year
they study the habits of Emperor and Adelie penguins and find solace in their work and in one another.
But Antarctica, like their fleeting romance, is a fragile place, imperiled by the world to the north. Each
year, Deb and Keller play tour guide to the passengers on the small expedition ship that ferries them to
their research station. But this year, when Keller fails to appear on board, Deb begins to reconsider their
complicated past and the uncertainty of any future they might share. Then, shortly into the journey,
Deb’s ship receives an emergency signal from The Australis, a cruise liner that has hit desperate trouble
in the ice-choked waters of the Southern Ocean. Soon Deb’s role will change from researcher to rescuer;
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among the crew of that sinking ship, Deb learns, is Keller. As Deb and Keller’s troubled histories collide
in this “original and entirely authentic love story” (Graeme Simsion, author of The Rosie Project), Midge
Raymond takes us on an unforgettable voyage deep into the wonders of the Antarctic and the mysteries
of the human heart. My Last Continent is “a sensitive exploration of how the smallest action can ripple
through an ecosystem—seemingly impenetrable, but as fragile as the human heart” (The Minneapolis StarTribune). “Atmospheric and adventurousThe story and vivid writing will keep readers glued to the
pages” (Library Journal).

This Other Eden
The true adventures of David Fairchild, a late-nineteenth-century food explorer who traveled the globe
and introduced diverse crops like avocados, mangoes, seedless grapes--and thousands more--to the
American plate. In the nineteenth century, American meals were about subsistence, not enjoyment. But
as a new century approached, appetites broadened, and David Fairchild, a young botanist with an
insatiable lust to explore and experience the world, set out in search of foods that would enrich the
American farmer and enchant the American eater. Kale from Croatia, mangoes from India, and hops
from Bavaria. Peaches from China, avocados from Chile, and pomegranates from Malta. Fairchild's
finds weren't just limited to food: From Egypt he sent back a variety of cotton that revolutionized an
industry, and via Japan he introduced the cherry blossom tree, forever brightening America's capital.
Along the way, he was arrested, caught diseases, and bargained with island tribes. But his culinary
ambition came during a formative era, and through him, America transformed into the most diverse food
system ever created.

The Adventures of Alexander Von Humboldt
THIS OTHER EDEN is a captivating narrative of seven great gardens, beautiful canvases that represent
not just pleasure grounds but a country's evolution. Showpieces of grand design, they are also
barometers of social change; lasting reflections of intellectual endeavour, of religion and philosophy,
science and technology, art and literature. From Robert Cecil's garden at Hatfield House, conceived by
the famous botanist and plant-collector John Tradescant, who travelled widely to seek out unusual
specimens, to Capability Brown, who 'improved' upon nature to create the archetypal English parkland;
from Joseph Paxton, whose engineering feats at Chatsworth mirrored the great Victorian age of
technology, to Getrude Jekyll, who turned back to nature and designed the English cottage garden
renowned the world over, this beautifully illustrated book will join the ranks of other bestselling cultural
histories of the garden such as Anna Pavord's THE TULIP and Simon Schama's THE
EMBARRASSMENT OF RICHES.

The Invention of God
Explorer, scientist, writer, and humanist, Alexander von Humboldt was the most famous intellectual of
the age that began with Napoleon and ended with Darwin. With Cosmos, the book that crowned his
career, Humboldt offered to the world his vision of humans and nature as integrated halves of a single
whole. In it, Humboldt espoused the idea that, while the universe of nature exists apart from human
purpose, its beauty and order, the very idea of the whole it composes, are human achievements: cosmos
comes into being in the dance of world and mind, subject and object, science and poetry. Humboldt’s
science laid the foundations for ecology and inspired the theories of his most important scientific
disciple, Charles Darwin. In the United States, his ideas shaped the work of Emerson, Thoreau, Poe, and
Whitman. They helped spark the American environmental movement through followers like John Muir
and George Perkins Marsh. And they even bolstered efforts to free the slaves and honor the rights of
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Indians. Laura Dassow Walls here traces Humboldt’s ideas for Cosmos to his 1799 journey to the
Americas, where he first experienced the diversity of nature and of the world’s peoples—and envisioned a
new cosmopolitanism that would link ideas, disciplines, and nations into a global web of knowledge and
cultures. In reclaiming Humboldt’s transcultural and transdisciplinary project, Walls situates America in
a lively and contested field of ideas, actions, and interests, and reaches beyond to a new worldview that
integrates the natural and social sciences, the arts, and the humanities. To the end of his life, Humboldt
called himself “half an American,” but ironically his legacy has largely faded in the United States. The
Passage to Cosmos will reintroduce this seminal thinker to a new audience and return America to its
rightful place in the story of his life, work, and enduring legacy.

The Food Explorer
Writers and artists across the centuries, from Chaucer to Ian McEwan, and from the creator of the
Luttrell Psalter in the 14th century to John Piper in the 20th, looking up at the same skies and walking in
the same brisk air, have felt very different things and woven them into their novels, poems and paintings.
Alexandra Harris's subject is not the weather itself, but the weather as it is daily recreated in the human
imagination. She builds her remarkable story from small evocative details and catches the distinct voices
of compelling individuals: 'Bloody cold', says Jonathan Swift in the 'slobbery' January of 1713; Percy
Shelley wants to become a cloud and John Ruskin wants to bottle one Weatherland is both a sweeping
panorama of cultural climates on the move and a richly illustrated, intimate account - for although
weather is vast, it is experienced physically, emotionally and spiritually; as Harris cleverly reveals, it is
at the very heart of English life and culture.

The Invention of Nature
“Oliver Sacks meets Stephen King”* in this propulsive, haunting journey into the life of the most studied
human research subject of all time, the amnesic known as Patient H.M. For readers of The Immortal Life
of Henrietta Lacks comes a story that has much to teach us about our relentless pursuit of knowledge.
Winner of the PEN/E.O. Wilson Literary Science Writing Award • Los Angeles Times Book Prize
Winner NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • New York
Post • NPR • The Economist • New York • Wired • Kirkus Reviews • BookPage In 1953, a twenty-sevenyear-old factory worker named Henry Molaison—who suffered from severe epilepsy—received a radical
new version of the then-common lobotomy, targeting the most mysterious structures in the brain. The
operation failed to eliminate Henry’s seizures, but it did have an unintended effect: Henry was left
profoundly amnesic, unable to create long-term memories. Over the next sixty years, Patient H.M., as
Henry was known, became the most studied individual in the history of neuroscience, a human guinea
pig who would teach us much of what we know about memory today. Patient H.M. is, at times, a deeply
personal journey. Dittrich’s grandfather was the brilliant, morally complex surgeon who operated on
Molaison—and thousands of other patients. The author’s investigation into the dark roots of modern
memory science ultimately forces him to confront unsettling secrets in his own family history, and to
reveal the tragedy that fueled his grandfather’s relentless experimentation—experimentation that would
revolutionize our understanding of ourselves. Dittrich uses the case of Patient H.M. as a starting point
for a kaleidoscopic journey, one that moves from the first recorded brain surgeries in ancient Egypt to
the cutting-edge laboratories of MIT. He takes readers inside the old asylums and operating theaters
where psychosurgeons, as they called themselves, conducted their human experiments, and behind the
scenes of a bitter custody battle over the ownership of the most important brain in the world. Patient
H.M. combines the best of biography, memoir, and science journalism to create a haunting, endlessly
fascinating story, one that reveals the wondrous and devastating things that can happen when hubris,
ambition, and human imperfection collide. Praise for Patient H.M. “An exciting, artful blend of family
and medical history.”—The New York Times “In prose both elegant and intimate, and often thrilling,
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Patient H.M. is an important book about the wages not of sin but of science.”—The Washington Post
“Spellbinding . . . The fact that Dittrich looks critically at the actual process of scientific investigation is
just one of the things to admire about Patient H.M.”—The New York Times Book Review “Patient H.M.
tells one of the most fascinating and disturbing stories in the annals of medicine, weaving in ethics,
philosophy, a personal saga, the history of neurosurgery, the mysteries of human memory, and an
exploration of human ego.”—Sheri Fink, M.D., Pulitzer Prize winner and author of Five Days at
Memorial “This is classic reporting and myth-making at the same time.”—Colum McCann, author of Let
the Great World Spin *Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

Alexander Von Humboldt
The award-winning author of The Brother Gardeners chronicles the 18th-century quest to observe the
transit of Venus and measure the solar system, explaining the political strife and weather challenges that
were overcome to enable an international team of astronomers to work together. 30,000 first printing.

The Invention of Nature
The Age of Wonder is a colorful and utterly absorbing history of the men and women whose discoveries
and inventions at the end of the eighteenth century gave birth to the Romantic Age of Science. When
young Joseph Banks stepped onto a Tahitian beach in 1769, he hoped to discover Paradise. Inspired by
the scientific ferment sweeping through Britain, the botanist had sailed with Captain Cook in search of
new worlds. Other voyages of discovery—astronomical, chemical, poetical, philosophical—swiftly follow
in Richard Holmes's thrilling evocation of the second scientific revolution. Through the lives of William
Herschel and his sister Caroline, who forever changed the public conception of the solar system; of
Humphry Davy, whose near-suicidal gas experiments revolutionized chemistry; and of the great
Romantic writers, from Mary Shelley to Coleridge and Keats, who were inspired by the scientific
breakthroughs of their day, Holmes brings to life the era in which we first realized both the aweinspiring and the frightening possibilities of science—an era whose consequences are with us still.
BONUS MATERIAL: This ebook edition includes an excerpt from Richard Holmes's Falling Upwards.

The Invention of God
"Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859) was one of the most influential scientists and thinkers of his age.
A Prussian-born geographer, naturalist, explorer, and illustrator, he was a prolific writer whose books
graced the shelves of American artists, scientists, philosophers, and politicians. Humboldt visited the
United States for six weeks in 1804, engaging in a lively exchange of ideas with such figures as Thomas
Jefferson and the painter Charles Willson Peale. It was perhaps the most consequential visit by a
European traveler in the young nation's history, one that helped to shape an emerging American identity
grounded in the natural world. In this beautifully illustrated book, Eleanor Jones Harvey examines how
Humboldt left a lasting impression on American visual arts, sciences, literature, and politics. She shows
how he inspired a network of like-minded individuals who would go on to embrace the spirit of
exploration, decry slavery, advocate for the welfare of Native Americans, and extol America's
wilderness as a signature component of the nation's sense of self. Harvey traces how Humboldt's ideas
influenced the transcendentalists and the landscape painters of the Hudson River School, and laid the
foundations for the Smithsonian Institution, the Sierra Club, and the National Park Service. Alexander
von Humboldt and the United States looks at paintings, sculptures, maps, and artifacts, and features
works by leading American artists such as Albert Bierstadt, George Catlin, Frederic Church, and Samuel
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Guide to Andrea Wulf's the Invention of Nature
This new paperback edition of Foreign Direct Investment and Governments examines the dynamic
relationship between foreign direct investment, governments and economic development. The book
includes: * an investigation of the catalytic role played by the governments and multinationals in
determining national advantages * eleven in-depth national studies of the UK, USA, Japan, New
Zealand, India, Mexico, Spain, Sweden, China, Indonesia and Taiwan * analysis of all aspects of the
investment development path Foreign Direct Investment and Governments is an excellent source book
for students of international business.

The Forest Unseen
Before Darwin . . . before Lewis and Clark . . . there was Alexander von Humboldt. Explorer. Naturalist.
All-around genius. Lost hero of science. In his time, Alexander von Humboldt (1769–1859) was worldfamous. Why? He led one of the first major scientific expeditions into the South American rain forest
and another into the wilds of Siberia. Carrying fragile instruments, he navigated perilous rapids and
climbed the volcano of Tenerife. He observed animals, plants, and cultures that no one in Europe had
ever dreamed of, and his books about them inspired a whole generation of scientists—including Charles
Darwin. But before he did any of that, he was a little boy who was curious about everything (especially
bugs)! The Incredible yet True Adventures of Alexander von Humboldt will whisk you away to another
time and place. Meet the young man who, defying his mother’s wishes, became a daring explorerscientist—and follow along as he makes his amazing discoveries. Lavish illustrations bring Humboldt’s
untamed world to life. See nature through the eyes of a great early scientist. Wonder awaits!

Selected Writings
Follows the lives of six men who shared a passion for plants and a love of gardening in eighteenthcentury London, who made Britain the epicenter of horticulture, and transformed gardening from an
aristocratic pastime to a national obsession.

Alexander Von Humboldt
When Alexander von Humboldt published the results of the expedition he had undertaken to Latin
America between 1799 and 1804 he devoted more pages and plates to botany than to all of the other
sciences combined. This research was the joint effort of three outstanding figures: Alexander von
Humboldt, Aimé Bonpland and Carl Sigismund Kunth, whose names will forever be associated with
botanical exploration. This book considers the scale of the contribution Humboldt, Bonpland and Kunth
made to recording the diversity of the plant kingdom and forges links between the published account and
the corresponding source material. A selection of eighty-two plates illustrates the diversity and beauty of
the plants that the botanists discovered and studied in tropicalAmerica.

Patient H.M.
Who invented God? When, why, and where? Thomas Römer seeks to answer these enigmatic questions
about the deity of the great monotheisms—Yhwh, God, or Allah—by tracing Israelite beliefs and their
context from the Bronze Age to the end of the Old Testament period in the third century BCE, in a
masterpiece of detective work and exposition.

Alexander Von Humboldt and the United States
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From the New York Times bestselling author of The Invention of Nature, comes a breathtakingly
illustrated and brilliantly evocative recounting of Alexander Von Humboldt's five year expedition in
South America. Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859) was an intrepid explorer and the most famous
scientist of his age. His restless life was packed with adventure and discovery, but his most revolutionary
idea was a radical vision of nature as a complex and interconnected global force that does not exist for
the use of humankind alone. His theories and ideas were profoundly influenced by a five-year
exploration of South America. Now Andrea Wulf partners with artist Lillian Melcher to bring this daring
expedition to life, complete with excerpts from Humboldt's own diaries, atlases, and publications. She
gives us an intimate portrait of the man who predicted human-induced climate change, fashioned poetic
narrative out of scientific observation, and influenced iconic figures such as Simón Bolívar, Thomas
Jefferson, Charles Darwin, and John Muir. This gorgeous account of the expedition not only shows how
Humboldt honed his groundbreaking understanding of the natural world but also illuminates the man and
his passions.

Personal Narrative of a Journey to the Equinoctial Regions of the New Continent
2019 marks the 250th anniversary of Alexander von Humboldt's birth--and this deeply researched and
beautifully written biography celebrates this most famous scientist of the Romantic Age who was a
pioneer of modern geography, earth sciences, ecology, and environmental protection.

The Paper Trail
Alexander von Humboldt explored the Spanish Empire on the verge of its collapse (1799–1804). He is
the most significant German travel writer and the most important mediator between Europe and the
Americas of the nineteenth century. His works integrated knowledge from two dozen domains. Today,
he is at the center of debates on imperial discourse, postcolonialism, and globalization. This collection of
fifty essays brings together a range of responses, many presented here for the first time in English.
Authors from Schiller, Chateaubriand, Sarmiento, and Nietzsche, to Robert Musil, Kurt Tucholsky,
Ernst Bloch, and Alejo Carpentier paint the historical background. Essays by contemporary travel
writers and recent critics outline the current controversies on Humboldt. The source materials collected
here will be indispensable to scholars of German, French, and Latin and North American literature as
well as cultural and postcolonial studies, history, art history, and the history of science.

The Victorians
The definitive history of the passport and why it became so important for controlling movement in the
modern world.

The Hour of Land
Reveals what can be understood about the natural world through the author's year-long observation of a
one-square-meter patch of old-growth Tennessee forest, explaining the scientific ties binding all life and
how the ecosystem has cycled for millions of years. 25,000 first printing.

The Invention of the Passport
PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A GUIDE TO THE ORIGINAL BOOK. Guide to Andrea Wulf's The
Invention of Nature Preview: The Invention of Nature by Andrea Wulf is a biography of Alexander von
Humboldt, a Prussian naturalist born in 1769. Humboldt had an older brother, Wilhelm. Their father
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died when they were young, and their mother was emotionally detached from her sons. Alexander and
Wilhelm received exacting educations. Alexander became interested in exploration and science, but his
mother pressured him to become a civil servant, so he attended a mining academy to become a mine
inspector while conducting his own botanical research. He invented new tools for miners, published
books on subterranean plants and rocks, and experimented with the effect of electricity on the nervous
system Inside this companion: - Summary of the book - Important People - Character Analysis Analysis of the Themes and Author's Style

The Age of Wonder
America’s national parks are breathing spaces in a world in which such spaces are steadily disappearing,
which is why more than 300 million people visit the parks each year. Now Terry Tempest Williams, the
author of the environmental classic Refuge and the beloved memoir When Women Were Birds, returns
with The Hour of Land, a literary celebration of our national parks, an exploration of what they mean to
us and what we mean to them. From the Grand Tetons in Wyoming to Acadia in Maine to Big Bend in
Texas and more, Williams creates a series of lyrical portraits that illuminate the unique grandeur of each
place while delving into what it means to shape a landscape with its own evolutionary history into
something of our own making. Part memoir, part natural history, and part social critique, The Hour of
Land is a meditation and a manifesto on why wild lands matter to the soul of America.
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