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France: The Dark Years, 1940-1944
On 10 May 1940, the French possessed one of the
largest air forces in the world. On paper, it was nearly
as strong as the RAF. Six weeks later, France had
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been defeated. For a struggling French Army
desperately looking for air support, the skies seemed
empty of friendly planes. In the decades that
followed, the debate raged. Were there unused
stockpiles of planes? Were French aircraft really so
inferior? Baughen examines the myths that surround
the French defeat. He explains how at the end of the
First World War, the French had possessed the most
effective air force in the world, only for the lessons
learned to be forgotten. Instead, air policy was guided
by radical theories that predicted air power alone
would decide future wars. Baughen traces some of
the problems back to the very earliest days of French
aviation. He describes the mistakes and bad luck that
dogged the French efforts to modernise their air force
in the twenties and thirties. He examines how
decisions made just months before the German attack
further weakened the air force. Yet defeat was not
inevitable. If better use had been made of the planes
that were available, the result might have been
different.

France and Britain, 1900-1940
Twenty years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, this
important book explores the role of France in the
events leading up to the end of the Cold War and
German unification. Most accounts concentrate on the
role of the United States and look at these events
through the bipolar prism of Soviet-American
relations. Yet because of its central position in Europe
and of its status as Germany's foremost European
partner, France and its President, Francois Mitterrand,
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played a decisive role in these pivotal international
events: the peaceful liberation of Eastern Europe from
Soviet rule starting in 1988, the fall of the Berlin Wall
and Germany's return to unity and full sovereignty in
1989/90, and the breakup of the USSR in 1991. Based
on extensive research and a vast amount of archival
sources, this book explores the role played by France
in shaping a new European order.

The Rise and Fall of Renaissance France
(Text Only)
The history of Renaissance France is rich and varied.

Strange Defeat
Grade level: 9, 10, 11, 12, i, s.

World War II
In 1940, the German army fought and won an
extraordinary battle with France in six weeks of
lightning warfare. With the subtlety and compulsion of
a novel, Horne’s narrative shifts from minor battlefield
incidents to high military and political decisions,
stepping far beyond the confines of military history to
form a major contribution to our understanding of the
crises of the Franco-German rivalry. To Lose a Battle
is the third part of the trilogy beginning with The Fall
of Paris and continuing with The Price of Glory
(already available in Penguin).

The Fall of English France 1449–53
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Even after the legendary evacuation from Dunkirk in
June 1940 there were still large British formations
fighting the Germans alongside their French allies.
After mounting a vigorous counterattack at Abbeville
and then conducting a tough defence along the
Somme, the British were forced to conduct a second
evacuation from the ports of Le Havre, Cherbourg,
Brest and St Nazaire. While France was in its death
throes, politicians and soldiers debated what to do –
flee to England or North Africa, or to seek an
armistice. Case Red captures the drama of the final
three weeks of military operations in France in June
1940, and explains the great impact it had on the
course of relations between Britain and France during
the remainder of the war. It also addresses the
military, political and human drama of France's
collapse in June 1940, and how the windfall of
captured military equipment, fuel and industrial
resources enhanced the Third Reich's ability to attack
its next foe – the Soviet Union.

The Fall of Paris
Guide to the French defenses encountered by the
German blitzkrieg in 1940 Includes finely detailed
plans, diagrams, and schematics of forts,
blockhouses, turrets, artillery pieces, tanks, and more
Between the world wars, France constructed a vast
and complex array of defenses designed to prevent
German forces from penetrating the French heartland
as they had during World War I. Among these was the
famous Maginot Line, the last of the great gunbearing fortifications, but France also built defenses
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along its coasts and in its territories in North Africa.
Fully illustrated with photos, maps, and drawings,
Fortress France describes the design and construction
of these fortifications, discusses French defensive
doctrine and strategy, and explains why these efforts
proved unable to stop the German attack in the
spring of 1940.

The Fall of New France
France experienced four major conflicts in the fifty
years between 1914 and 1964: two world wars, and
the wars in Indochina and Algeria. In each the role of
myth was intricately bound up with memory, hope,
belief, and ideas of nation. This is the first book to
explore how individual myths were created,
sustained, and used for purposes of propaganda,
examining in detail not just the press, radio,
photographs, posters, films, and songs that gave
credence to an imagined event or attributed mythical
status to an individual, but also the cultural processes
by which such artifacts were disseminated and took
effect. Reliance on myth, so the authors argue, is
shown to be one of the most significant and durable
features of 20th century warfare propaganda, used by
both sides in all the conflicts covered in this book.
However, its effective and useful role in time of war
notwithstanding, it does distort a population's
perception of reality and therefore often results in
defeat: the myth-making that began as a means of
sustaining belief in France's supremacy, and later her
will and ability to resist, ultimately proved
counterproductive in the process of decolonization.
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Transnational France
On 16 May 1940 an emergency meeting of the French
High Command was called at the Quai d'Orsay in
Paris. The German army had broken through the
French lines on the River Meuse at Sedan and
elsewhere, only five days after launching their attack.
Churchill, who had been telephoned by Prime Minister
Reynaud the previous evening to be told that the
French were beaten, rushed to Paris to meet the
French leaders. The mood in the meeting was one of
panic and despair; there was talk ofevacuating Paris.
Churchill asked Gamelin, the French Commander in
Chief, 'Where is the strategic reserve?' 'There is
none,' replied Gamelin.This exciting book by Julian
Jackson, a leading historian of twentieth-century
France, charts the breathtakingly rapid events that
led to the defeat and surrender of one of the greatest
bastions of the Western Allies, and thus to a dramatic
new phase of the Second World War. The search for
scapegoats for the most humiliating military disaster
in French history began almost at once: were
miscalculations by military leaders to blame, or was
this an indictment of an entire nation?Using
eyewitness accounts, memoirs, and diaries, Julian
Jackson recreates, in gripping detail, the intense
atmosphere and dramatic events of these six weeks
in 1940, unravelling the historical evidence to
produce a fresh answer to the perennial question of
whether the fall of France was inevitable.

Britain at Bay
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A renowned historian and Resistance fighter -- later
executed by the Nazis -- analyzes at first hand why
France fell in 1940.

The French Defeat of 1940
Despite the great English victories at Crécy, Poitiers
and Agincourt, the French eventually triumphed in the
Hundred Years War. This book examines the last
campaign of the war, covering the great battles at
Formigny in 1450 and Castillon in 1453, both of which
hold an interesting place in military history. The battle
of Fornigny saw French cavalry defeat English archers
in a reverse of those earlier English victories, while
Castillon became the first great success for
gunpowder artillery in fixed positions. Finally, the
book explains how the seemingly unmartial King
Charles VII of France all but drove the English into the
sea, succeeding where so many of his predecessors
had failed.

The Fall of France in the Second World
War
"First complete English-language account of the
invasion of Napoleonic France in 1813?1814 -- Utilizes
both public and private archival material from France,
Germany, and Austria -- Will expand Gordon Craig?s
noteworthy treatise on the problems of coalition
warfare" -- publisher website (December 2007).

The Third Republic in France 1870-1940
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*Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the fighting
*Includes online resources and a bibliography for
further reading *Includes a table of contents "My
Luftwaffe is invincibleAnd so now we turn to England.
How long will this one last - two, three weeks?" Hermann Goering, June 1940 One of the most famous
people in the world came to tour the city of Paris for
the first time on June 28, 1940. Over the next three
hours, he rode through the city's streets, stopping to
tour L'Opera Paris. He rode down the Champs-Elysees
toward the Trocadero and the Eiffel Tower, where he
had his picture taken. After passing through the Arc
de Triomphe, he toured the Pantheon and old
medieval churches, though he did not manage to see
the Louvre or the Palace of Justice. Heading back to
the airport, he told his staff, "It was the dream of my
life to be permitted to see Paris. I cannot say how
happy I am to have that dream fulfilled today." Four
years after his tour, Adolf Hitler would order the city's
garrison commander, General Dietrich von Choltitz, to
destroy Paris, warning his subordinate that the city
"must not fall into the enemy's hand except lying in
complete debris." Of course, Paris was not destroyed
before the Allies liberated it, but it would take more
than 4 years for them to wrest control of France from
Nazi Germany after they took the country by storm in
about a month in 1940. That said, it's widely
overlooked today given how history played out that as
the power of Nazi Germany grew alarmingly during
the 1930s, the French sought means to defend their
territory against the rising menace of the ThousandYear Reich. As architects of the most punitive
measures in the Treaty of Versailles following World
War I, France was a natural target for Teutonic
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retribution, so the Maginot Line, a series of
interconnected strongpoints and fortifications running
along much of France's eastern border, helped allay
French fears of invasion. The true flaw in French
military strategy during the opening days of World
War II lay not in reliance on the Maginot fortifications
but in the army's neglect to exploit the military
opportunities the Line created. In other words, the
border defense performed as envisioned, but the
other military arms supported it insufficiently to halt
the Germans. The French Army squandered the
opportunity not because the Maginot Line existed but
because they failed to utilize their own defensive plan
properly; the biggest problem was that the Germans
simply skirted past the intricate defensive
fortifications by invading neutral Belgium and
swinging south, thereby avoiding the Maginot Line for
the most part. The French had not expected the
Germans would be able to move armored units
through the Ardennes Forests, a heavily wooded
region spanning parts of Belgium, France and the
Netherlands. To the Allies' great surprise, the
Germans had no trouble rolling across these lands in
the span of weeks. And by invading France from the
north, the Germans simply avoided the Maginot Line.
The French surrendered in June 1940, and the British
narrowly escaped disaster by transporting thousands
of soldiers and equipment across the English Channel
at Dunkirk. Thus, by the middle of 1940, the Axis
powers and the Soviet Union had overrun nearly all of
Western Europe. With France out of the war, and
without active participation by the United States,
Great Britain virtually stood alone. The Fall of France:
The History of Nazi Germany's Invasion and Conquest
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of France During World War II chronicles the
background and construction of the much maligned
defensive fortifications. Along with pictures of
important people, places, and events, you will learn
about the fall of France like never before, in no time
at all.

To Lose a Battle
The first of a two volume study, which will analyse the
complex relationship between Britain and France in
the twentieth century: a relationship which has been
crucial to European politics and to both World
Wars.This volume (fully self-contained) runs from the
period of intense imperial rivalry at the turn of the
century to the Fall of France. Philip Bell discusses
diplomatic, economic and military policy, combining
absorbing narrative with revealing commentary about
the two countries.

The RAF in the Battle of France and the
Battle of Britain
Fortress France
In this revisionist account of France’s crushing defeat
in 1940, a world authority on French history argues
that the nation’s downfall has long been
misunderstood. Philip Nord assesses France’s
diplomatic and military preparations for war with
Germany, its conduct of the war once the fighting
began, and the political consequences of defeat on
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the battlefield. He also tracks attitudes among French
leaders once defeat seemed a likelihood, identifying
who among them took advantage of the nation’s
misfortunes to sabotage democratic institutions and
plot an authoritarian way forward. Nord finds that the
longstanding view that France’s collapse was due to
military unpreparedeness and a decadent national
character is unsupported by fact. Instead, he reveals
that the Third Republic was no worse prepared and its
military failings no less dramatic than those of the
United States and other Allies in the early years of the
war. What was unique in France was the betrayal by
military and political elites who abandoned the
Republic and supported the reprehensible Vichy
takeover. Why then have historians and politicians
ever since interpreted the defeat as a judgment on
the nation as a whole? Why has the focus been on the
failings of the Third Republic and not on elite
betrayal? The author examines these questions in a
fascinating conclusion.

France at War in the Twentieth Century
First published in 2001. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

The Fall of France
For sixty years the dramatic story of the Dunkirk
evacuation and the defeat of France—the story of the
German conquest of northwest Europe—has been the
focus of historical study and dispute, yet myths and
misconceptions about this extraordinary event
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persist. The ruthless efficiency of the German assault,
the 'miracle' of Dunkirk, the feeble French
defense—these still common assumptions are
questioned in Geoffrey Stewart's highly readable and
concise account of the campaign. The German victory
was not inevitable

The Art of Organisational Resilience
The collapse of France in 1870 had an overwhelming
impact – on Paris, on France and on the rest of the
world. People everywhere saw Paris as the centre of
Europe and the hub of culture, fashion and invention.
Suddenly France, not least to the disbelief of her own
citizens, was gripped in the vice of the Iron
Chancellor’s armies and forced to surrender on
humiliating terms. In this brilliant study of the Siege
and its aftermath, Alistair Horne evokes the high
drama of those ten fantastic months and the spiritual
agony which Paris and the Parisians suffered. The Fall
of Paris is the first part of the trilogy including To Lose
a Battle and The Price of Glory (already available in
Penguin).

The Collapse of the Third Republic
Mitterrand, the End of the Cold War, and
German Unification
An engaging narrative of the small-unit actions near
Sedan during the 1940 campaign for France. •
Reconstructs the fighting in and around Sedan by
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German panzer forces under the famous Heinz
Guderian and their French opponents • Examines
both sides of the battle, from privates up to generals
• Recommended reading by the U.S. Army and U.S.
Marine Corps "Doughty's lively study should appeal to
soldiers and civilians."—Journal of Military History

Tank Commander
Highly regarded for its concise clarification of the
complexities of World War II, this book illuminates the
origins, course, and long-range effects of the war. It
provides a balanced account that analyzes both the
European and Pacific theaters of operations and the
connections between them. The Fifth Edition
incorporates new material based on the latest
scholarship, offering updated conclusions on key
topics and expanded coverage throughout.

Strange Victory
This book examines how the fall of France in the
Second World War has been recorded by historians
and remembered within society. It argues that
explanations of the fall have usually revolved around
the four main themes of decadence, failure,
constraint and contingency. It shows that the
dominant explanation claimed for many years that
the fall was the inevitable consequence of a society
grown rotten in the inter-war period. This view has
been largely replaced among academic historians by
a consensus which distinguishes between the military
defeat and the political demise of the Third Republic.
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It emphasizes the contingent factors that led to the
military defeat. At the same time it seeks to
understand the constraints within which France’s
policy-makers were required to act and the reasons
for their policy-making failures in economics, defence
and diplomacy.

A Certain Idea of France
Examines twenty years of French military
interventions in Chad and Hissène Habré's rise to
power between 1960 and 1982.

Dunkirk and the Fall of France
In May 1940, the opposing German and Allied forces
seemed reasonably well matched. On the ground, the
four allied nations had more troops, artillery and
tanks. Even in the air, the German advantage in
numbers was slight. Yet two months later, the Allied
armies had been crushed. The Netherlands, Belgium
and France had all surrendered and Britain stood on
her own, facing imminent defeat. Subsequent
accounts of the campaign have tended to see this
outcome as predetermined, with the seeds of defeat
sown long before the fighting began. Was it so
inevitable? Should the RAF have done more to help
the Allied armies? Why was such a small proportion of
the RAF's frontline strength committed to the crucial
battle on the ground? Could Fighter Command have
done more to protect the British and French troops
being evacuated from the beaches of Dunkirk? This
study looks at the operations flown and takes a fresh
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look at the fatal decisions made behind the scenes,
decisions that unnecessarily condemned RAF aircrews
to an unequal struggle and ultimately ensured Allied
defeat. What followed became the RAF's finest hour
with victory achieved by the narrowest of margins. Or
was it, as some now suggest, a victory that was
always inevitable? If so, how was the German military
juggernaut that had conquered most of Europe so
suddenly halted? This study looks at the decisions and
mistakes made by both sides. It explains how the
British obsession with bomber attacks on cities had
led to the development of the wrong type of fighter
force and how only a fortuitous sequence of events
enabled Fighter Command to prevail. It also looks at
how ready the RAF was to deal with an invasion. How
much air support could the British Army have
expected? Why were hundreds of American combat
planes and experienced Polish and Czech pilots left on
the sidelines? And when the Blitz began, and Britain
finally got the war it was expecting, what did this
campaign tell us about the theories on air power that
had so dominated pre-war air policy? All these
questions and more are answered in Greg Baughen's
third book. Baughen describes the furious battles
between the RAF and the Luftwaffe and the equally
bitter struggle between the Air Ministry and the War
Office - and explains how close Britain really came to
defeat in the summer of 1940.

A Certain Eventuality
A sweeping, groundbreaking epic that combines
military with social history, to illuminate the ways in
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which Great Britain and its people were permanently
transformed by the Second World War. Here is the
many-faceted, world-historically significant story of
Britain at war. In looking closely at the military and
political dimensions of the conflict's first crucial years,
Alan Allport tackles questions such as: Could the war
have been avoided? Could it have been lost? Were
the strategic decisions the rights ones? How well did
the British organize and fight? How well did the British
live up to their own values? What difference did the
war make in the end to the fate of the nation? In
answering these and other essential questions he
focuses on the human contingencies of the war,
weighing directly at the roles of individuals and the
outcomes determined by luck or chance. Moreover,
he looks intimately at the changes in wartime British
society and culture. Britain at Bay draws on a large
cast of characters--from the leading statesmen and
military commanders who made the decisions, to the
ordinary men, women, and children who carried them
out and lived through their consequences--in a
comprehensible and compelling single history of fortysix million people. For better or worse, much of Britain
today is ultimately the product of the experiences of
1938-1941.

France 1940
A remarkable World War II survival story and combat
memoir by “an indestructible wartime tank
commander” (The Telegraph). In campaign after
campaign, from the defense of Calais in 1940 to the
defeat of Germany in 1945, Bill Close served as a tank
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commander in Britain’s Royal Tank Regiment—and he
survived. His tanks were hit eleven times by enemy
shellfire and he bailed out. He was wounded three
times. He finished the war as one of the most
experienced and resourceful of British tank
commanders, and in later life, he set down his
wartime experiences in graphic detail. His book is not
only an extraordinary memoir; it is also a compelling
account of the exploits of the Royal Tank Regiment
throughout the conflict. As a record of the day-to-day
experience of the tank crew of seventy-five years
ago—of the conditions they faced and the battles they
fought—it has rarely been equaled.

The Fall of France 1940
A dramatic narrative-and reinterpretation-of
Germany's six-week campaign that swept the
Wehrmacht to Paris in spring 1940. Before the Nazis
killed him for his work in the French Resistance, the
great historian Marc Bloch wrote a famous short book,
Strange Defeat, about the treatment of his nation at
the hands of an enemy the French had believed they
could easily dispose of. In Strange Victory, the
distinguished American historian Ernest R. May asks
the opposite question: How was it that Hitler and his
generals managed this swift conquest, considering
that France and its allies were superior in every
measurable dimension and considering the Germans'
own skepticism about their chances? Strange Victory
is a riveting narrative of those six crucial weeks in the
spring of 1940, weaving together the decisions made
by the high commands with the welter of confused
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responses from exhausted and ill-informed, or illadvised, officers in the field. Why did Hitler want to
turn against France at just this moment, and why
were his poor judgment and inadequate intelligence
about the Allies nonetheless correct? Why didn't
France take the offensive when it might have led to
victory? What explains France's failure to detect and
respond to Germany's attack plan? It is May's
contention that in the future, nations might suffer
strange defeats of their own if they do not learn from
their predecessors' mistakes in judgment.

The Rise and Fall of the French Air Force
The fall of France, June 1940
The French call them 'the Dark Years' This definitive
new history of Occupied France explores the myths
and realities of four of the most divisive years in
French history. Taking in ordinary people's
experiences of defeat, collaboration, resistance, and
liberation, it uncovers the conflicting memories of
occupation which ensure that even today France
continues to debate the legacy of the Vichy years.

1940 The Fall of France
Here, for the first time in English, is an illuminating
new German perspective on the decisive Blitzkrieg
campaign of 1940. Karl-Heinz Frieser's account
provides the definitive explanation for Germany's
startling success and the equally surprising and rapid
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military collapse of France and Britain on the
European continent. In a little over a month, Germany
decisively defeated the Allies in battle, a task that had
not been achieved in four years of brutal fighting
during World War I. First published in 1995 as the
official German history of the 1940 campaign in the
west, the book goes beyond standard explanations to
show that German victory was not inevitable and
French defeat was not preordained. Contrary to the
usual accounts of the campaign, Frieser illustrates
that the military systems of both Germany and France
were solid and that their campaign planning was
sound. The key to victory or defeat, he argues, was
the execution of operational plans—both preplanned
and ad hoc—amid the eternal Clausewitzian combat
factors of friction and the fog of war. Frieser shows
why on the eve of the campaign the British and
French leaders had good cause to be confident and
why many German generals were understandably
concerned that disaster was looming for them. This
study explodes many of the myths concerning
German Blitzkrieg warfare and the planning for the
1940 campaign. A groundbreaking new interpretation
of a topic that has long interested students of military
history, it is being published in cooperation with the
Association of the U.S. Army

The Blitzkrieg Legend
An acclaimed historian unfolds a monumental,
eyewitness page-turner on the tragic fall of France to
Hitler’s Third Reich at the outset of WWII. As an
international war correspondent and radio
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commentator, William L. Shirer didn’t just research
the fall of France. He was there. In just six weeks, he
watched the Third Reich topple one of the world’s
oldest military powers—and institute a rule of terror
and paranoia. Based on in-person conversation with
the leaders, diplomats, generals, and ordinary citizens
who both shaped the events of this time and lived
through them on a daily basis, Shirer shapes a
compelling account of historical events—without
losing sight of the personal experience. From the
heroic efforts of the Freedom Fighters to the tactical
military misjudgments that caused the fall and the
daily realities of life for French citizens under Nazi
rule, this fascinating and exhaustively documented
account from one of the twentieth Century’s most
important historians makes the events of the fall
accessible to a younger audience in vivid and
memorable style.

France: Summer 1940
In this compelling volume, Tyler Stovall takes a
transnational approach to the history of modern
France, and by doing so draws the reader into a key
aspect of France's political culture: universalism.
Beginning with the French Revolution and its
aftermath, Stovall traces the definitive establishment
of universal manhood suffrage and the abolition of
slavery in 1848. Following this critical time in France's
history, Stovall then explores the growth of urban and
industrial society, the beginnings of mass
immigration, and the creation of a new, republican
Empire. This time period gives way to the history of
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the two world wars, the rise of political movements
like Communism and Fascism, and new directions in
popular culture. The text concludes with the history of
France during the Fourth and Fifth republics,
concentrating on decolonization and the rise of
postcolonial society and culture. Throughout these
major historical events Stovall examines France's
relations with three other areas of the world: Europe,
the United States, and France's colonial empire, which
includes a wealth of recent historical studies. By
exploring these three areas-and their political, social,
and cultural relations with France-the text will provide
new insights into both the nature of French identity
and the making of the modern world in general.

France's Wars in Chad
The battlefield of the past is an opportunity for the
future commander, the future manager to reflect. The
books rationale for translating military concepts into
management speak is the authors impression in the
classroom that managers in commercial organisations
tend to follow ‘outdated’ models of management,
without reflecting on a military science that is
believed to provide thought leadership. The case
study of the Fall of France in 1940 is a contest
between two archetypes of organisational resilience,
with one prevailing over the other. The resulting
insights shaped military science; concepts such as
Auftragstaktik have found its way into doctrinal
thinking of modern armies as well as framed
contemporary management literature. This book
provides a compelling analysis of the monumental
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events in May 1940, and provides rudimentary
answers from a military and management
perspective, true to the premise of history. The Art of
Organisational Resilience is a highly distinctive and
readable book that explores the strategy, operations
and tactics of modern business and the role of
resilience in sustaining business in increasingly
complex, often fast-changing and adverse conditions.

The Fall of Napoleon: Volume 1, The
Allied Invasion of France, 1813-1814
A SUNDAY TIMES, THE TIMES, DAILY TELEGRAPH, NEW
STATESMAN, SPECTATOR, FINANCIAL TIMES, TLS
BOOK OF THE YEAR 'Masterly awesome reading an
outstanding biography' Max Hastings, Sunday Times
The definitive biography of the greatest French
statesman of modern times In six weeks in the early
summer of 1940, France was over-run by German
troops and quickly surrendered. The French
government of Marshal Pétain sued for peace and
signed an armistice. One little-known junior French
general, refusing to accept defeat, made his way to
England. On 18 June he spoke to his compatriots over
the BBC, urging them to rally to him in London.
'Whatever happens, the flame of French resistance
must not be extinguished and will not be
extinguished.' At that moment, Charles de Gaulle
entered into history. For the rest of the war, de Gaulle
frequently bit the hand that fed him. He insisted on
being treated as the true embodiment of France, and
quarrelled violently with Churchill and Roosevelt. He
was prickly, stubborn, aloof and self-contained. But
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through sheer force of personality and bloodymindedness he managed to have France recognised
as one of the victorious Allies, occupying its own zone
in defeated Germany. For ten years after 1958 he was
President of France's Fifth Republic, which he created
and which endures to this day. His pursuit of 'a
certain idea of France' challenged American
hegemony, took France out of NATO and twice vetoed
British entry into the European Community. His
controversial decolonization of Algeria brought France
to the brink of civil war and provoked several
assassination attempts. Julian Jackson's magnificent
biography reveals this the life of this titanic figure as
never before. It draws on a vast range of published
and unpublished memoirs and documents - including
the recently opened de Gaulle archives - to show how
de Gaulle achieved so much during the War when his
resources were so astonishingly few, and how, as
President, he put a medium-rank power at the centre
of world affairs. No previous biography has depicted
his paradoxes so vividly. Much of French politics since
his death has been about his legacy, and he remains
by far the greatest French leader since Napoleon.

The Liberation of Paris
Why France, the major European continental victor in
1918, suffered total defeat in six weeks at the hands
of the vanquished power of 1918 only two decades
later remains moot. Why the stunning reversal of
fortunes? In this volume thirteen prominent scholars
reexamine the French debacle of 1940 in interwar
perspectives, utilizing fresh analysis, original
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approaches, and new sources. Although the tenor of
the volume is critical, the contributors also suggest
that French preparations for war knew successes as
well as failures, that French defeat was not inevitable,
and that the Battle of France might have turned out
differently if different choices had been made and
other paths been followed.

Case Red
Prize-winning and bestselling historian Jean Edward
Smith tells the “rousing” (Jay Winik, author of 1944)
story of the liberation of Paris during World War II—a
triumph achieved only through the remarkable efforts
of Americans, French, and Germans, racing to save
the city from destruction. Following their breakout
from Normandy in late June 1944, the Allies swept
across northern France in pursuit of the German
army. The Allies intended to bypass Paris and cross
the Rhine into Germany, ending the war before winter
set in. But as they advanced, local forces in Paris
began their own liberation, defying the occupying
German troops. Charles de Gaulle, the leading figure
of the Free French government, urged General Dwight
Eisenhower to divert forces to liberate Paris.
Eisenhower’s advisers recommended otherwise, but
Ike wanted to help position de Gaulle to lead France
after the war. And both men were concerned about
partisan conflict in Paris that could leave the
communists in control of the city and the national
government. Neither man knew that the German
commandant, Dietrich von Choltitz, convinced that
the war was lost, schemed to surrender the city to the
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Allies intact, defying Hitler’s orders to leave it a
burning ruin. In The Liberation of Paris, Jean Edward
Smith puts “one of the most moving moments in the
history of the Second World War” (Michael Korda) in
context, showing how the decision to free the city
came at a heavy price: it slowed the Allied
momentum and allowed the Germans to regroup.
After the war German generals argued that
Eisenhower’s decision to enter Paris prolonged the
war for another six months. Was Paris worth this
price? Smith answers this question in a “brisk new
recounting” that is “terse, authoritative, [and]
unsentimental” (The Washington Post).

The Breaking Point
Frankrigs fald i løbet af kun 6 uger i maj/juni 1940,
hvor den ellers så mægtige franske hær måtte opgive
overfor tyskernes sejrrige Blitzkrieg-taktik,
kapitulationen, våbenstilstanden og Hitlers
sejrsindtogsmach i Paris. Bogen er i Ballantines
kendte serier, relativ kortfattet og letlæst og en
udmærket introduktion til det komplekse forløb helt
fra den Fransk-tyske krig i 1870-71, over 1.
Verdenskrig og Mellemkrigsårene og hele Frankrigs
politiske og militære historie under den 3. Republik,
som i høj grad hører med til baggrunden for
forståelsen af det totale kollaps og sammenbrud i juni
1940. Bogen er rigt illustreret, sort/hvide fotos.

The Fall of France
On 10 May 1940 the 'Phoney War' ended as the
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German Army's attack on France, Belgium and the
Netherlands began. In less than 50 days all three
nations were overwhelmed and the British
Expeditionary Force driven from continental Europe.

The Fall of France
An essential introduction to the major political
problems, debates and conflicts which are central to
the history of the Third Republic in France, from the
Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71 to the fall of France
in June 1940. It provides original sources, detailed
commentary and helpful chronologies and
bibliographies on topics including: * the emergence of
the regime and the Paris Commune of 1871 * FrancoGerman relations * anti-Semitism and the Dreyfus
Affair * the role of women and the importance of the
national birth-rate * the character of the French Right
and of French fascism.
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