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Gargilius Martialis: The Agricultural Fragments
Book VII of Lucan's De Bello Ciuili recounts the decisive victory of Julius Caesar over Pompey at the Battle
of Pharsalus on 9 August 48 BCE. Uniquely within Lucan's epic, the entire book is devoted to one event, as
the narrator struggles to convey the full horror and significance of Romans fighting against Romans and of
the republican defeat. Book VII shows both De Bello Ciuili and its impassioned, partisan narrator at their
idiosyncratic best. Lucan's account of Pharsalus well illustrates his poem's macabre aesthetic, his
commitment to paradox and hyperbole, and his highly rhetorical presentation of events. This is the first
English commentary on this important book for more than half a century. It provides extensive help with
Lucan's Latin, and seeks to orientate students and scholars to the most important issues, themes and aspects
of this brilliant poem.

Juvenal: Satire 6
Ancient declamation—the practice of delivering speeches on the basis of fictitious scenarios—defies easy
categorization. It stands at the crossroads of several modern disciplines. It is only within the past few decades
that the full complexity of declamation, and the promise inherent in its study, have come to be recognized.
This volume, which contains thirteen essays from an international team of scholars, engages with the
multidisciplinary nature of declamation, focusing in particular on the various interactions in declamation
between rhetoric, literature, law, and ethics. Contributions pursue a range of topics, but also complement
each other. Separate essays by Brescia, Lentano, and Lupi explore social roles—their tensions and
expectations—as defined through declamation. With similar emphasis on historical circumstances, Quiroga
Puertas and Tomassi consider the adaptation of rhetorical material to frame contemporary realities. Schwartz
draws attention to the sometimes hazy borderline between declamation and the courtroom. The relationship
between laws and declamation, a topic of abiding importance, is examined in studies by Berti, Breij, and
Johansson. Also with an eye to the complex interaction between laws and declamation, Pasetti offers a
narratological analysis of cases of poisoning. Citti discovers the concept of natural law represented in
declamatory material. While looking at a case of extreme cruelty, Huelsenbeck evaluates the nature of
declamatory language, emphasizing its use as an integral instrument of performance events. Zinsmaier looks
at discourse on the topic of torture in rhetorical and legal contexts.

Seneca: Phaedra
An advanced critical introduction to Greek tragedy for those who do not read Greek. Combines the best
contemporary scholarly analysis of the classics with a wide knowledge of contemporary literary studies in
discussing the masterpieces of Athenian drama.
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Horace: Odes IV and Carmen Saeculare
Explores the moral struggles, political intrigues and violent vendettas that enmeshed Seneca, the ancient
Roman writer and philosopher, in the brutal daily lives of the imperial family and the regime of his student,
Nero.

The Iliad: A Commentary: Volume 1
Helps students and instructors read and appreciate this extraordinary piece of historical writing about Nero's
infamous reign as emperor.

Horace: Odes
Selected Letters
Stoic philosopher and tutor to the young emperor Nero, Seneca wrote moral essays - exercises in practical
philosophy - on how to live in a troubled world. Strikingly applicable today, his thoughts on happiness and
other subjects are here combined in a clear, modern translation with an introduction on Seneca's life and
philosophy.

Horace: Satires
The Roman statesman and philosopher Seneca (4 BCE–65 CE) recorded his moral philosophy and
reflections on life as a highly original kind of correspondence. Letters on Ethics includes vivid descriptions of
town and country life in Nero’s Italy, discussions of poetry and oratory, and philosophical training for
Seneca’s friend Lucilius. This volume, the first complete English translation in nearly a century, makes the
Letters more accessible than ever before. Written as much for a general audience as for Lucilius, these
engaging letters offer advice on how to deal with everything from nosy neighbors to sickness, pain, and death.
Seneca uses the informal format of the letter to present the central ideas of Stoicism, for centuries the most
influential philosophical system in the Mediterranean world. His lively and at times humorous expositions
have made the Letters his most popular work and an enduring classic. Including an introduction and
explanatory notes by Margaret Graver and A. A. Long, this authoritative edition will captivate a new
generation of readers.

Selected Epigrams
The letters of Seneca are uniquely engaging among the works that have survived from antiquity. They offer an
urgent guide to Stoic self-improvement but also cast light on Roman attitudes towards slavery, gladiatorial
combat and suicide. This selection of letters conveys their range and variety, with a particular focus on letters
from the earlier part of the collection. As well as a general introduction, it features a brief introductory essay
on each letter, which draws out its themes and sets it in context. The commentary explains the more
challenging aspects of Seneca's Latin. It also casts light on his engagement with Stoic (and Epicurean) ideas,
on the historical context within which the letters were written and on their literary sophistication. This edition
will be invaluable for undergraduate and graduate students and scholars of Seneca's moral and intellectual
development.

Incerti auctoris Epistula Sapphus ad Phaonem
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A commentary on seven of Ovid's twenty-one epistles in elegiac verse.

How to Give
The Roman statesman, philosopher and playwright Lucius Annaeus Seneca dramatically influenced the
progression of Western thought. His works have had an unparalleled impact on the development of ethical
theory, shaping a code of behavior for dealing with tyranny in his own age that endures today. This
Companion thoroughly examines the complete Senecan corpus, with special emphasis on the aspects of his
writings that have challenged interpretation. The authors place Seneca in the context of the ancient world and
trace his impressive legacy in literature, art, religion, and politics from Neronian Rome to the early modern
period. Through critical discussion of the recent proliferation of Senecan studies, this volume compellingly
illustrates how the perception of Seneca and his particular type of Stoicism has evolved over time. It provides
a comprehensive overview that will benefit students and scholars in classics, comparative literature, history,
philosophy and political theory, as well as general readers.

The Cambridge Companion to Seneca
This volume gathers together the most important evidence about Stoic thought surviving from the ancient
world. It is an expanded version of the section on Stoicism in Inwood and Gerson's Hellenistic Philosophy,
consolidating related texts into larger, more continuous selections, adding material on the skeptical attack on
Stoicism, and a short section that introduces the reader to some of the more interesting texts on Stoic ethics
from the Roman imperial period. Inwood and Gerson provide lucid, accurate translations, an Introduction
that sets the works included in historical and philosophical context, a glossary of terms, a glossary of
philosophers and philosophical sources, an index of passages translated, and a subject index.

Seneca and the Self
Explores in depth how bilingualism in the correspondence of elite Romans illuminates their lives,
relationships and identities.

Greek and Roman Actors
This useful student edition presents ten of Seneca's best-known letters as well as selections from two of his
philosophical essays, De providentia and De vita beata. A leading proponent of Stoicism, Seneca has
influenced writers and thinkers throughout the centuries. Seneca's letters and essays are ideally suitable for
intermediate-level Latin students. Written in a clear and crisp style, they are universal in scope and
psychological in orientation. Thus students can appreciate these works without having detailed knowledge of
the historical period in which they were composed. In addition, in our own era of electronic entertainment
and conspicuous consumption, Seneca's advocacy of a simple life resonates deeply with modern readers.
M.D. Usher has arranged the selections by theme, length, and degree of difficulty. Each selection is
introduced by a brief summary of its significance. Usher also provides line-by-line notes on grammar, style,
and content, and a vocabulary listing all Latin words found in the texts.

Collecting Early Christian Letters
This new collection of essays by well-known scholars of Seneca focuses on the multifaceted ways in which
Seneca, as philosopher, politician, poet and Roman senator, engaged with the question of ethical selfhood.
The contributors explore the main cruces of Senecan scholarship, such as whether Seneca's treatment of the
self is original in its historical context; whether Seneca's Stoicism can be reconciled with the pull of rhetorical
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and literary self-expression; and how Seneca claims to teach psychic self-integration. Most importantly, the
contributors debate to what degree, if at all, the absence of a technically articulated concept of selfhood
should cause us to hesitate in seeking a distinctively Senecan self - one that stands out not only for the
'intensity of its relations to self', as Foucault famously put it, but also for the way in which those relations to
self are couched.

Writing Rome
This unique volume offers an odyssey through the ideas of the Stoics in three particular ways: first, through
the historical trajectory of the school itself and its influence; second, through the recovery of the history of
Stoic thought; third, through the ongoing confrontation with Stoicism, showing how it refines philosophical
traditions, challenges the imagination, and ultimately defines the kind of life one chooses to lead. A
distinguished roster of specialists have written an authoritative guide to the entire philosophical tradition. The
first two chapters chart the history of the school in the ancient world, and are followed by chapters on the
core themes of the Stoic system: epistemology, logic, natural philosophy, theology, determinism, and
metaphysics. There are two chapters on what might be thought of as the heart and soul of the Stoics system:
ethics.

Death in Ancient Rome
From its ancient incarnation as a song to recent translations in modern languages, Homeric epic remains an
abiding source of inspiration for both scholars and artists that transcends temporal and linguistic boundaries.
The Cambridge Guide to Homer examines the influence and meaning of Homeric poetry from its earliest
form as ancient Greek song to its current status in world literature, presenting the information in a synthetic
manner that allows the reader to gain an understanding of the different strands of Homeric studies. The
volume is structured around three main themes: Homeric Song and Text; the Homeric World, and Homer
in the World. Each section starts with a series of 'macropedia' essays arranged thematically that are
accompanied by shorter complementary 'micropedia' articles. The Cambridge Guide to Homer thus traces
the many routes taken by Homeric epic in the ancient world and its continuing relevance in different periods
and cultures.

Select Letters
Helps readers to translate and interpret Horace's first book of Satires in the light of recent scholarship.

The Stoics Reader
The first commentary to adopt an integrated approach to Satire 6 by drawing together a multiplicity of
different perspectives.

The Cambridge Guide to Homer
For the Romans, the manner of a person's death was the most telling indication of their true character. Death
revealed the true patriot, the genuine philosopher, even, perhaps, the great artist--and certainly the faithful
Christian. Catharine Edwards draws on the many and richly varied accounts of death in the writings of
Roman historians, poets, and philosophers, including Cicero, Lucretius, Virgil, Seneca, Petronius, Tacitus,
Tertullian, and Augustine, to investigate the complex significance of dying in the Roman world. Death in the
Roman world was largely understood and often literally viewed as a spectacle. Those deaths that figured in
recorded history were almost invariably violent--murders, executions, suicides--and yet the most admired
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figures met their ends with exemplary calm, their last words set down for posterity. From noble deaths in civil
war, mortal combat between gladiators, political execution and suicide, to the deathly dinner of Domitian,
the harrowing deaths of women such as the mythical Lucretia and Nero's mother Agrippina, as well as
instances of Christian martyrdom, Edwards engagingly explores the culture of death in Roman literature and
history.

Discourses
The decadence and depravity of the ancient Romans are a commonplace of serious history, popular novels
and spectacular films. This book is concerned not with the question of how immoral the ancient Romans
were but why the literature they produced is so preoccupied with immorality. The modern image of immoral
Rome derives from ancient accounts which are largely critical rather than celebratory. Upper-class Romans
habitually accused one another of the most lurid sexual and sumptuary improprieties. Historians and
moralists lamented the vices of their contemporaries and mourned for the virtues of a vanished age. Far from
being empty commonplaces these assertions constituted a powerful discourse through which Romans
negotiated conflicts and tensions in their social and political order. This study proceeds by a detailed
examination of a wide range of ancient texts (all of which are translated) exploring the dynamics of their
rhetoric, as well as the ends to which they were deployed. Roman moralising discourse, the author suggests,
may be seen as especially concerned with the articulation of anxieties about gender, social status and political
power. Individual chapters focus on adultery, effeminacy, the immorality of the Roman theatre, luxurious
buildings and the dangers of pleasure. This book should appeal to students and scholars of classical literature
and ancient history. It will also attract anthropologists and social and cultural historians.

The Cambridge Companion to the Stoics
In the third century CE, the North African polymath, soldier, and provincial official Q. Gargilius Martialis
(died 260) wrote a treatise on the cultivation and medical use of fruits, vegetables, and herbs. The agricultural
part of this work survives in a fragmentary state in a single manuscript. Despite this impediment, the
agricultural writings are noteworthy for the clear marks both of their meticulous research and of the
application of independent judgement and experience. Gargilius furthermore presents his advice in a stylized
and literary form that strives for elegance through the use of prose rhythm, rhetorical variatio, and figurative
language. The fragments will be valuable for those interested in ancient agriculture, in Greco-Roman
authorship on the technai or artes, and in the history and sociolinguistics of Latin. This volume offers a new
edition and the first English translation of Gargilius' agricultural fragments as well as an introduction and fullscale commentary.

Letters from a Stoic
Timeless wisdom on generosity and gratitude from the great Stoic philosopher Seneca To give and receive
well may be the most human thing you can do—but it is also the closest you can come to divinity. So argues
the great Roman Stoic thinker Seneca (c. 4 BCE–65 CE) in his longest and most searching moral treatise,
“On Benefits” (De Beneficiis). James Romm’s splendid new translation of essential selections from this
work conveys the heart of Seneca’s argument that generosity and gratitude are among the most important
of all virtues. For Seneca, the impulse to give to others lies at the very foundation of society; without it, we are
helpless creatures, worse than wild beasts. But generosity did not arise randomly or by chance. Seneca sees it
as part of our desire to emulate the gods, whose creation of the earth and heavens stands as the greatest gift of
all. Seneca’s soaring prose captures his wonder at that gift, and expresses a profound sense of gratitude that
will inspire today’s readers. Complete with an enlightening introduction and the original Latin on facing
pages, How to Give is a timeless guide to the profound significance of true generosity.
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Seneca: Selected Letters
This ground-breaking study conveys the thrill and moral power of the ancient Roman story-world and its
ancestral tales of bloody heroism. Its account of 'exemplary ethics' explores how and what Romans learnt
from these moral exempla, arguing that they disseminated widely not only core values such as courage and
loyalty, but also key ethical debates and controversies which are still relevant for us today. Exemplary ethics
encouraged controversial thinking, creative imitation, and a critical perspective on moral issues, and it plays
an important role in Western philosophical thought. The model of exemplary ethics developed here is based
on a comprehensive survey of Latin literature, and its innovative approach also synthesizes methodologies
from disciplines such as contemporary philosophy, educational theory, and cultural memory studies. It offers
a new and robust framework for the study of Roman exempla that will also be valuable for the study of moral
exempla in other settings.

Letters on Ethics
This is the first volume of a projected six-volume Commentary on Homer's Iliad, under the General
Editorship of professor G. S. Kirk. Professor Kirk himself is the editor of the present volume, which covers
the first four Books of Iliad. It consists of four introductory chapters, dealing in particular with rhythm and
formular techniques, followed by the detailed commentary which aims at helping serious readers by
attempting to identify and deal with most of the difficulties which might stand in the way of a sensitive and
informed response to the poem. The Catalogues in Book 2 recieve especially full treatment. The book does
not include a Greek text - important matters pertaining to the text are discussed in the commentary. It is
hoped that the volume as a whole will lead scholars to a better understanding of the epic style as well as of
many well-known thematic problems on a larger scale. This Commentary will be an essential reference work
for all students of Greek literature. Archaeologists and historians will also find that it contains matters of
relevance to them.

A student's Seneca
Collection of essays exploring all aspects of the actor in the Greek and Roman worlds.

Exemplary Ethics in Ancient Rome
'You ask what is the proper measure of wealth? The best measure is to have what is necessary, and next best,
to have enough. Keep well!' The letters written by the Stoic philosopher and tragedian Seneca to his friend
Lucilius are in effect moral essays, whose purpose is to reinforce Lucilius' struggle to achieve wisdom and
serenity, uninfluenced by worldly emotions. Seneca advises his friend on how to do without what is
superfluous, whether on the subject of happiness, riches, reputation, or the emotions. The letters include
literary critical discussions, moral exhortation, exemplary heroes and episodes from Roman history, and a
lurid picture of contemporary luxury. We learn about Seneca's household and estates and about life in the
time of Nero; the topic of death is never far away. This readable new translation is the largest selection of
Seneca's letters currently available. Accompanied by an invaluable introduction and notes, it opens a window
on to Seneca's world. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available
the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment
to scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert
introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further
study, and much more.

The Language of Roman Letters
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Horace's Odes remain among the most widely read works of classical literature. This volume constitutes the
first substantial commentary for a generation on this book, and presents Horace's poems for a new cohort of
modern students and scholars. The introduction focusses on the particular features of this poetic book and its
place in Horace's poetic career and in the literary environment of its particular time in the 20s BCE. The text
and commentary both look back to the long and distinguished tradition of Horatian scholarship and
incorporate the many advances of recent research and thinking about Latin literature. The volume proposes
some new solutions to established problems of text and interpretation, and in general improves modern
understanding of a widely read ancient text which has a firm place in college and university courses as well as
in classical research.

Lucan: De Bello Ciuili
Introduces students to the complex artistic method and provocative message of Senecan philosophy.

The Politics of Immorality in Ancient Rome
Despite his enduring popularity, Martial has recently suffered from serious critical neglect. The present work
is the first edition of selections from Martial to be published for decades, and includes a fully representative
selection of the oeuvre of the poet, who has often been criticised, unfairly, the authors argue, for obscenity
and flattery of the Emperor Domitian. The epigrams included in the selection are organised under various
heads, e.g. Martial and poetry, sexual mores, satirical pieces. A very full introduction deals with such topics as
the prejudices and predilections of his audience which conditioned Martial's choice of subject matter,
Martial's language, the structure and style of the epigrams, the epigrammatic tradition and Martial's creative
engagement with it. The detailed commentary is suitable for use with undergraduates and is distinguished by
its focus on social history as well as literary interpretation.

De otio
Concentrates on the dramatic qualities of Phaedra and examines the Greek and Roman background to the
play.

Law and Ethics in Greek and Roman Declamation
Letter collections in late antiquity give witness to the flourishing of letter-writing, with the development of the
mostly formulaic exchanges between elites of the Graeco-Roman world to a more wide-ranging
correspondence by bishops and monks, as well as emperors and Gothic kings. The contributors to this
volume study individual collections from the first to sixth centuries CE, ranging from the Pauline and
Deutero-Pauline letters through monastic letters from Egypt, bishops' letter collections and early papal
collections compiled for various purposes. This is the first multi-authored study of New Testament and late
antique letter collections, crossing the traditional divide between these disciplines by focusing on Latin,
Greek, Coptic and Syriac epistolary sources. It draws together leading scholars in the field of late antique
epistolography from Australasia, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the United States.

Martial: Select Epigrams
'It is philosophy that has the duty of protecting us without it no one can lead a life free of fear or worry' For
several years of his turbulent life, in which he was dogged by ill health, exile and danger, Seneca was the
guiding hand of the Roman Empire. This selection of Seneca's letters shows him upholding the ideals of
Stoicism - the wisdom of the self-possessed person immune to life's setbacks - while valuing friendship and
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courage, and criticizing the harsh treatment of slaves and the cruelties in the gladiatorial arena. The humanity
and wit revealed in Seneca's interpretation of Stoicism is a moving and inspiring declaration of the dignity of
the individual mind. Selected and translated with an Introduction by Robin Campbell

Tacitus: Annals Book XV
What did the city of Rome mean to ancient Romans? Roman writers, Cicero, Virgil, Juvenal and others,
described their city in many different ways. Their writings have played a part in determining responses to the
city in their own time as well as in later centuries.

Reading Greek Tragedy
Focusing on Greece and Babylonia, this book provides a new, cross-cultural approach to the intellectual
history of the Hellenistic world.

Selected Works
Offers a selection of writings from the Roman orator and statesman.

Between Greece and Babylonia
Dialogues and Essays
Epictetus instructs his students how to live the life of a Stoic.

Dying Every Day
Presents a clear and detailed guide to a central book of the Fasti, Ovid's account of Rome and its calendar.

Ovid: Fasti Book 3
The Carmen Saeculare was composed and published in 17 BCE as Horace was returning to the genre of lyric
which he had abandoned six years earlier; the fourth book of Odes is in part a response to this poem, the only
commissioned poem we know from the period. The hardening of the political situation, with the Republic a
thing of the past and the Augustan succession in the air, threw the problematic issue of praise into fresh relief,
and at the same time provided an impulse towards the nostalgia represented by the poet's private world.
Professor Thomas provides an introduction and commentary (the first full commentary in English since the
nineteenth century) to each of the poems, exploring their status as separate lyric artefacts and their place in
the larger web of the book. The edition is intended primarily for upper-level undergraduates and graduate
students, but is also important for scholars.
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