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Religion and Politics in the Contemporary United States
The volume collects eminent works on the relationship between politics and religion by leading figures
in Cultural Studies. The contributors share in the basic belief that the roots of contemporary conflicts
have to be uncovered from the historical descent of religion.

Religion and Politics in the United States
Islamic fundamentalists wreck the financial heart of New York; Hindus destroy a mosque at Ayodhya;
Orthodox Jews battle Palestinians for possession of holy sites; in Egypt, Israel and India political leaders
are murdered by religious zealots. In many parts of the world, religion combines with ethnic and
national conflict to stimulate political militancy. The collapse of Communism and the failure of Western
secular models of development have stimulated the revival of religiously inspired nationalisms. Even in
stable affluent democracies, religion is a powerful influence on political preferences. It affects lifestyle
concerns such as abortion, gender roles and gay rights. It influences economic attitudes. It shapes the
alignments of political parties. Believers try to influence governments and, although most governments
in principle tolerate religious diversity, many still attempt to regulate religious behaviour, particularly
that of new religious movements. Steve Bruce draws on material from all over the world and from all
religious traditions to explore the complex links between religion and politics. He shows that, while
social, economic and political circumstances shape the political choices and actions of believers, religion
still matters. Although the major world faiths have at times been associated with every conceivable
political agenda, there remain important differences between Catholic, Protestant, Hindu, Jewish,
Buddhist, Confucian, Shinto and Muslim politics.

Religion and Politics in the Orthodox World
In Religion, Politics, and Polarization, three esteemed scholars trace the confluence of religion and party
in the US Congress over time. The authors examine several issues of contemporary relevance as they
trace the increasing polarization in Congress.
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Religion, Politics, and Polarization
This book highlights the relationship between the state and religion in India and Europe. It
problematizes the idea of secularism and questions received ideas about secularism. It also looks at how
Europe and India can learn from each other about negotiating religious space and identity in this
globalised post-9/11 world.

Religion and Politics in Jammu and Kashmir
These essays examine how religious beliefs and practices have shaped political thought and behaviour
(and vice versa), and how in certain periods religious and political thought has coincided or moved in
opposition, and how minority perspectives have challenged majority views.

Politics and Religion
There is a complex relationship between religiosity and secularism in the American experience. America
is notable both for its strict institutional separation of church and state, and for the strong role that
religion has played in its major social movements and ongoing political life. This book seeks to
illuminate for readers the dynamics underlying this seeming paradox, and to examine how the various
religious groups in America have approached and continue to approach the tensions between sacred and
secular. This much-anticipated revision brings Corbett and Corbett’s classic text fully up to date. The
second edition continues with a thorough discussion of historical origins of religion in political life,
constitutional matters, public opinion, and the most relevant groups, all while taking theology seriously.
Revisions include fully updating all the public opinion data, fuller incorporation of voting behavior
among different religious and demographic groups, enhanced discussion of minority religions such as
Mormonism and Islam, and new examples throughout.

Politics as Religion
This book introduces political science of religion – a coherent approach to the study of the political role
of religion grounded in political science. In this framework, religion is viewed as a political ideology
providing legitimation for power and motivating political attitudes and behaviors of the public.
Religious organizations are political actors negotiating the political system in the pursuit of their faithbased objectives. Religion is thus interpreted as a power resource and religious groups as political
players. The theoretical framework developed in the first part is applied to the study of theocracies and
contemporary democracies, based on the case studies of Poland and the USA. The empirical analysis of
resources, strategies and opportunities of religious actors demonstrates their ability to influence the
politics of democracies and non-democracies alike. Using a multilevel approach, the book seeks to
explain this tremendous political potential of religion.

Religion and Politics: New Developments Worldwide
This book examines the shifting, non-linear relationship between religion, nationalism and politics in the
state of Jammu and Kashmir, India. In the wake of the revocation of Article 370, the state’s plural and
relatively harmonious society has come under multiple strains, with religion often informing day-to-day
politics. The chapters in this volume: Trace the formation of the political entity of Jammu and Kashmir
and the seemingly secular politics of its three regions Discuss the rise of militancy and resistance
movements in the Kashmir Valley Highlight the intersection between everyday life, nationalism and
resistance through a study of the literary traditions of Kashmir, contemporary resistance photography
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and everyday communalism located in the changing food practices of Hindu and Muslim communities
Religion and Politics in Jammu and Kashmir will be an indispensable read for students and researchers
of religion and politics, democratization and democracy, secularism, sociology, cultural studies and
South Asian studies.

Religion, Politics and International Relations
Bringing together in one collection his most influential essays spanning two decades of research, Jeffrey
Haynes seeks to explore the complex relationship between religion, politics and international relations.

Religion and Politics
Religion and Politics in South Asia presents a comprehensive analysis of the interaction of religion and
politics in six South Asian countries, namely Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka. It is a timely contribution and will be of interest to undergraduate and graduate students in
political science, religious studies, history, and South Asian studies.

Religion and Politics Under the Early ?Abb?sids
Presents a convincing argument as to why religion should be mixed with politics, ascertaining that
certain religious beliefs should be made public and suggesting that a secularism that rules out religious
belief cannot effectively contribute to a civil society where reasonable disagreements are allowed.
Original.

Religion and American Politics
Using an evidenced-based, social-scientific approach to religion, Kenneth D. Wald and Allison CalhounBrown challenge the perception that religious influence in American politics is a problem to be solved.
Instead, they contend that religion is a form of social identification that not only shapes our ideas about
politics, but it also shapes the behavior of political elites and ordinary citizens, the interpretation of
public laws, and the development of government programs. Ultimately, the authors show how religion
plays a fascinating and crucial role in our nation’s political process and in our culture at large. The
eighth edition of Religion and Politics in the United States has been fully updated to include the latest
scholarship and coverage of the 2016 presidential election. It also features a new discussion of the
religious right, center, and left, as well as the impact of religion on the fight for equality based on gender
and sexual orientation. Additional student resources include all new discussion questions and further
readings at the end of each chapter, as well as a companion website featuring self-quizzes.

City of Man
This collection of essays from a special issue of American Quarterly explores the complex and
sometimes contradictory ways that religion matters in contemporary public life. Religion and Politics in
the Contemporary United States offers a groundbreaking, cross-disciplinary conversation between
scholars in American studies and religious studies. The contributors explore numerous modes through
which religious faith has mobilized political action. They utilize a variety of definitions of politics,
ranging from lobbying by religious leaders to the political impact of popular culture. Their work
includes the political activities of a very diverse group of religious believers: Christians, Jews, Muslims,
Hindus, Buddhists, and others. In addition, the book explores the meanings of religion for people who
might contest the term—those who are spiritual but not religious, for example, as well as activists who
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engage symbols of faith and community but who may not necessarily consider themselves members of a
specific religion. Several essays also examine the meanings of secular identity, humanist politics, and
the complex evocations of civil religion in American life. No other book on religion and politics
includes anything like the diversity of religions, ethnicities, and topics that this one does—from Mormon
political mobilization to attempts at Americanizing Muslims in the post-9/11 United States, from César
Chávez to James Dobson, from interreligious cooperation and conflict over Darfur to the global politics
surrounding the category of Hindus and South Asians in the United States.

Politics and Religion in the United States
This volume examines how religion is intrinsically related to politics in India. Based on studies from
states across the length and breadth of India, it looks at political formations that inform political
discourse on the national level and maps the trajectory of religion in politics. The chapters in this
volume: discuss contemporary trends in Indian politics, including Hindutva, citizenship bills and mob
violence; draw on fieldwork conducted across states and regions in India on critical themes, including
the role of religion in electoral process, political campaigns and voting behaviour, political and
ideological mobilization, and state politics vis-à-vis religion, among minorities; focus on the emerging
politics of the 21st century. The book will be a key reference text for scholars and researchers of politics,
religion, sociology, media and culture studies, and South Asian studies.

Religion, Culture, and Politics in the Twentieth-century United States
From the United States to the Middle East, Asia and Africa, religion has become an increasingly
important factor in political activity and organisation. This Handbook provides a definitive global survey
of the interaction of religion and politics. Featuring contributions from an international team of experts,
it examines the political aspects of all the world's major religions, including such crucial contemporary
issues as religious fundamentalism, terrorism, the war on terror, the 'clash of civilizations' and science
and religion. Four main themes addressed include: the World religions and politics religion and
governance religion and international relations religion, security and development. References at the end
of each chapter guide the reader towards the most up-to-date information on various topics. In addition,
large amounts of information make this book an indispensable source of information for students,
academics and the wider public interested in the dynamic relationship between politics and religion.

Religion and Politics in South Asia
This book analyzes the place and influence of religion in European politics. François Foret presents the
first data ever collected on the religious beliefs of European decision makers and what they do with
these beliefs. Discussing popular assumptions such as the return of religion, aggressive European
secularism, and religious lobbying, Foret offers objective data and non-normative conceptual
frameworks to clarify some major issues in the contemporary political debate.

Religion and Politics in Turkey
Islamic theocracy is now firmly established in fundamentalist Iran, and waves of fundamentalism are
sweeping the entire Islamic world, and its diaspora. This book examines the claim of those Islamists
who contend that, as a belief system and a way of life, Islam carries with it a theory of politics and the
state which should be applied unquestioningly. Ayubi traces both the intellectual sources and the socioeconomic bases of Political Islam, arguing that it is a modern phenomenon, dating back only to the interwar period. He describes its major proponents as urban, educated and relatively young people, whose
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energies were mobilised, but whose expectations were not fulfilled by the post-independence `populist'
regimes in the Arab World. Islamic movements in six countries are studied in detail. Ayubi's
distinctively broad definition of politics encompasses innovative material on sex and the family, and on
the emerging alternative economic and social networks of Islamic banks, schools, and hospitals in the
countries discussed. Ayubi stresses the traditional concern in Islam for the collective enforcement of
morals, but argues that there is no case for the commonly held misconception that politics begins from
theological principles in the Arab world: the historical connection between Islam and politics can be
explained as an attempt by the rulers to legitimise their actions. He suggests that radical Islamists are
reversing this position by subjecting politics to their specific religious views, so their movement is in
some senses an anti-state one. He concludes by discussing possible intellectual responses to
fundamentalism, drawing on the thinking of contemporary Muslim liberals.

An Introduction to Religion and Politics
Offering a timely new appraisal of the political and social impact of Islam, this expanded second edition
of Religion and Politics has been fully updated in line with new events. Jan-Erik Lane and Hamadi
Redissi look at the underlying social consequences of religious beliefs to account for the political
differences between major civilizations of the world against a background of the rise of modern
capitalism.

The Politics of Religion in South and Southeast Asia
An era has ended. The political expression that most galvanized evangelicals during the past quartercentury, the Religious Right, is fading. What's ahead is unclear. Millions of faith-based voters still exist,
and they continue to care deeply about hot-button issues like abortion and gay marriage, but the shape of
their future political engagement remains to be formed. Into this uncertainty, former White House
insiders Michael Gerson and Peter Wehner seek to call evangelicals toward a new kind of political
engagement -- a kind that is better both for the church and the country, a kind that cannot be co-opted by
either political party, a kind that avoids the historic mistakes of both the Religious Left and the Religious
Right. Incisive, bold, and marked equally by pragmatism and idealism, Gerson and Wehner's new book
has the potential to chart a new political future not just for values voters, but for the nation as a whole.

Political Science of Religion
Key players and themes in US religion before the twentieth century -- Changes in the religious
landscape in the early twentieth century -- Religion and social conflict in the early twentieth century -Shifts in the religious landscape from World War II to the present -- Religion and evolving social
conflicts from World War II to the present -- Cultural aspects of religion from World War II to the
present -- Conclusion: consensus, pluralism, and hegemony in US religion.

Political Religion and Religious Politics
Issues of same-sex relationships and gay and lesbian rights are the subject of public and political
controversy in many African societies today. Frequently, these controversies receive widespread
attention both locally and globally, such as with the Anti-Homosexuality Bill in Uganda. In the
international media, these cases tend to be presented as revealing a deeply-rooted homophobia in Africa
fuelled by religious and cultural traditions. But so far little energy is expended in understanding these
controversies in all their complexity and the critical role religion plays in them. This is the first book
with multidisciplinary perspectives on religion and homosexuality in Africa. It presents case studies
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from across the continent, from Egypt to Zimbabwe and from Senegal to Kenya, and covers religious
traditions such as Islam, Christianity and Rastafarianism. The contributors explore the role of religion in
the politicisation of homosexuality, investigate local and global mobilisations of power, critically
examine dominant religious discourses, and highlight the emergence of counter-discourses. Hence they
reveal the crucial yet ambivalent public role of religion in matters of sexuality, social justice and human
rights in contemporary Africa.

Religion and Politics in the European Union
An Introduction to Religion and Politics offers a comprehensive overview of the many theories of
religion and politics, and provides students with an accessible but in-depth account of the most
significant debates, issues and methodologies. Fox examines the ways in which religion influences
politics, analyses the current key issues and provides a state of the art account of religion and politics,
highlighting the diversity in state religion policies around the world. Topics covered include: Secularism
and secularization Religious identity Religious worldviews, beliefs, doctrines and theologies Religious
legitimacy Religious institutions and mobilization Rational and functional religion Religious
fundamentalism Conflict, violence and terror This work combines theoretical analysis with data on the
religion policies of 177 governments, showing that while most of the world's government support
religion and many restrict it; true neutrality on the issue of religion is extremely rare. Religion is
becoming an inescapable issue in politics. This work will be essential reading for all students of religion
and politics, and will also be of great interest to those studying related subjects such as comparative
politics, international relations and war and conflict studies.

Public Religion and the Politics of Homosexuality in Africa
Provides a chronology of the interplay between religion and politics, biographical sketches, sociological
data, related quotations, a directory of organizations, and other information that focuses on
contemporary issues.

Political Islam
Religion and Politics: New Developments Worldwide features ten articles about recent developments in
the interaction of Religion and Politics in various countries of Asia, Africa, Europe, and both North and
South America. Most articles focus on one country, and including China, South Korea, India, Nigeria,
Malaysia, France, and Cuba. Others address issues across regions such as Latin America, Southeast
Asia, or the Middle East. The fifteen contributors are scholars from diverse disciplines as well as diverse
regions of Asia, Europe, Africa, and the Americas. Subjects include the Indian government’s favoritism
for Hinduism over rival religions; the way the Sikhs of India avoid the religion–politics divide; the way
the Western media fails to fully understand the Chinese government’s policies on religious minorities;
the aftermath of the Charlie Hebdo demonstrations in France; religious attitudes toward tax politics in
South Korea as well as among Christians compared to Muslims; how to lessen the radicalization of
Muslims in Southeast Asia; whether Nigeria should encourage its Muslims to be active in the
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation; the spiritual role played by the permaculture movement in Cuba;
and how the former tendency of scholars to polarize religion and politics is no longer viable, especially
in Latin America.

Why Politics Needs Religion
This book explores how the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the leading centre of spiritual authority in the
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Orthodox Church, based in Istanbul, coped with political developments from Ottoman times until the
present. The book outlines how under the Ottomans, despite difficult circumstances, the Patriarchate
managed to draw on its huge symbolic and moral power and organization to uphold the unity and
catholicity of the Orthodox Church, how it struggled to do this during the subsequent age of nationalism
when churches within new nation-states unilaterally claimed their autonomy reflecting local national
demands, and how the church coped in the twentieth century with the rise of nationalist Turkey, the
decline of Orthodoxy in Asia Minor and with the Cold War. The book concludes by assessing the
current position and future prospects of the Patriarchate in the region and the world.

Religion and Politics in the Ancient Americas
Religion is becoming increasingly important to the study of political science and to re-examine key
concepts, such as democracy, securitization, foreign policy analysis, and international relations. The
secularization of Europe is often understood according to the concept of ‘multiple modernities’—the idea
that there may be several roads to modernity, which do not all mean the eradication of religion. This
framework provides support for the view that different traditions, societies and groups can come to
terms with the components of modernity (capitalism, democracy, human rights, science and reason)
while keeping in touch with their religious background, faith and practice. Contributors examine the
interaction between EU-integration processes and Western European countries, such as Belgium, France,
Luxembourg, Austria, Scandinavia, Italy, and the UK, and shine fresh light on the economic and cultural
contexts brought about by relationships between politics and religion, including immigrant religions and
new religious movements. This volume combines theoretical perspectives from political sociology and
international relations to consider the role of religion as a source of power, identity and ethics in
institutions and societies. Politics of Religion in Western Europe will be of interest to scholars of
politics, religion, the European Union and political sociology.

Religion and Politics in the United States
Profound demographic and cultural changes in American society over the last half century have
unsettled conventional understandings of the relationship between religious and political identity. The
"Protestant mainline" continues to shrink in numbers, as well as in cultural and political influence. The
growing population of American Muslims seek both acceptance and a firmer footing within the nation’s
cultural and political imagination. Debates over contraception, same-sex relationships, and "prosperity"
preaching continue to roil the waters of American cultural politics. Perhaps most remarkably, the fastestrising religious demographic in most public opinion surveys is "none," giving rise to a new demographic
that Gutterman and Murphy name "Religious Independents." Even the evangelical movement, which
powerfully re-entered American politics during the 1970s and 1980s and retains a strong foothold in the
Republican Party, has undergone generational turnover and no longer represents a monolithic political
bloc. Political Religion and Religious Politics:Navigating Identities in the United States explores the
multifaceted implications of these developments by examining a series of contentious issues in
contemporary American politics. Gutterman and Murphy take up the controversy over the "Ground Zero
Mosque," the political and legal battles over the contraception mandate in the Affordable Health Care
Act and the ensuing Supreme Court Hobby Lobby decision, the national response to the Great Recession
and the rise in economic inequality, and battles over the public school curricula, seizing on these
divisive challenges as opportunities to illuminate the changing role of religion in American public life.
Placing the current moment into historical perspective, and reflecting on the possible future of religion,
politics, and cultural conflict in the United States, Gutterman and Murphy explore the cultural and
political dynamics of evolving notions of national and religious identity. They argue that questions of
religion are questions of identity -- personal, social, and political identity -- and that they function in
many of the same ways as race, sex, gender, and ethnicity in the construction of personal meaning, the
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fostering of solidarity with others, and the conflict they can occasion in the political arena.

Religion and Politics
This exciting collection explores the interplay of religion and politics in the precolumbian Americas.
Each thought-provoking contribution positions religion as a primary factor influencing political
innovations in this period, reinterpreting major changes through an examination of how religion both
facilitated and constrained transformations in political organization and status relations. Offering
unparalleled geographic and temporal coverage of this subject, Religion and Politics in the Ancient
Americas spans the entire precolumbian period, from Preceramic Peru to the Contact period in eastern
North America, with case studies from North, Middle, and South America. Religion and Politics in the
Ancient Americas considers the ways in which religion itself generated political innovation and thus
enabled political centralization to occur. It moves beyond a "Great Tradition" focus on elite religion to
understand how local political authority was negotiated, contested, bolstered, and undermined within
diverse constituencies, demonstrating how religion has transformed non-Western societies. As well as
offering readers fresh perspectives on specific archaeological cases, this book breaks new ground in the
archaeological examination of religion and society.

Routledge Handbook of Religion and Politics
The notion of a ‘politics of religion’ refers to the increasing role that religion plays in the politics of the
contemporary world. This book presents comparative country case studies on the politics of religion in
South and South Asia, including India, Pakistan and Indonesia. The politics of religion calls into
question the relevance of modernist notions of secularism and democracy, with the emphasis instead on
going back to indigenous roots in search of authentic ideologies and models of state and nation building.
Within the context of the individual countries, chapters focus on the consequences that politics of
religion has on inclusive nation-building, democracy and the rights of individuals, minorities and
women. The book makes a contribution to both the theoretical and conceptual literature on the politics of
religion as well as shed light on the implications and ramifications of the politics of religion on
contemporary South Asian and South East Asian countries. It is of interest to students and scholars of
South and South East Asian Studies, as well as Comparative Politics.

Between Religion and Politics
In recent decades, Islamist political movements in many Arab countries have strategically invested in a
political process that was stacked heavily against them. And, to the surprise of many, they have actually
succeeded by gaining more seats in parliaments and demonstrating their position as the only opposition
movements with a popular base. Between Religion and Politics is a broad, cross-national study of
Islamist parties in Arab parliamentary elections. The book focuses on those movements that have cast
themselves, at least in part, as electorally oriented political parties. It probes the environment in which
the movements operate, the checkered relationship between Islamists and national rulers, the Islamists'
political platforms, and efforts to build alliances with other opposition groups. By examining the debates
within the Islamists movements, Between Religion and Politics is able to assess the party leaders'
evaluations of their political experiences and their prospects for future participation. Contents include •
The Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood: Islamist Participation in a Closing Political Environment • Jordan
and Its Islamic Movement: The Limits of Inclusion? • Party for Justice and Development in Morocco:
Participation and Its Discontents • Pushing toward Party Politics? Kuwait's Islamic Constitutional
Movement • Between Government and Opposition: The Case of the Yemeni Congregation for Reform •
Hamas: Battling to Blend Religion, Politics, Resistance, and Governance
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Religion and Politics in America
From marriage equality, to gun control, to immigration reform and the threat of war, religion plays a
fascinating and crucial part in our nation's political process and in our culture at large. Now in its
seventh edition, Religion and Politics in the United States includes analyses of the nation's most pressing
political matters regarding religious freedom, and the ways in which that essential constitutional
freedom situates itself within modern America.

Religion and American Politics
Emilio Gentile, an internationally renowned authority on fascism and totalitarianism, argues that politics
over the past two centuries has often taken on the features of religion, claiming as its own the
prerogative of defining the fundamental purpose and meaning of human life. Secular political entities
such as the nation, the state, race, class, and the party became the focus of myths, rituals, and
commandments and gradually became objects of faith, loyalty, and reverence. Gentile examines this
"sacralization of politics," as he defines it, both historically and theoretically, seeking to identify the
different ways in which political regimes as diverse as fascism, communism, and liberal democracy have
ultimately depended, like religions, on faith, myths, rites, and symbols. Gentile maintains that the
sacralization of politics as a modern phenomenon is distinct from the politicization of religion that has
arisen from militant religious fundamentalism. Sacralized politics may be democratic, in the form of a
civil religion, or it may be totalitarian, in the form of a political religion. Using this conceptual
distinction, and moving from America to Europe, and from Africa to Asia, Gentile presents a unique
comparative history of civil and political religions from the American and French Revolutions, through
nationalism and socialism, democracy and totalitarianism, fascism and communism, up to the present
day. It is also a fascinating book for understanding the sacralization of politics after 9/11.

Politics of Religion in Western Europe
Religion is resurgent across the globe. In many countries religion is a powerful source of political
mobilization, and in some a potent social cleavage. In some religion reinforces the state, in others it
provides the space for resistance. This book contains a series of detailed studies examining religion and
politics in specific countries or regions. The cases include countries with one dominant religious
tradition, and others with two or more competing traditions. They include Catholicism, Protestantism,
Islam, Hinduism, Shinto and Buddhism. They include states where religion and politics are closely
linked, and others with at least a low wall of separation between church and state. The cases are
organized by the type of religious marketplace, but allow many other comparisons as well. We develop
some generalizations from the cases, and hope that they will be a fertile source of theorizing for others.

Religion and Politics in Comparative Perspective
This book analyses the impact of religion in Turkish politics from historical and contemporary
perspectives.

Secularism, Religion, and Politics
The delegates to the 1787 Constitutional Convention blocked the establishment of Christianity as a
national religion. But they could not keep religion out of American politics. From the election of 1800,
when Federalist clergymen charged that deist Thomas Jefferson was unfit to lead a "Christian nation," to
today, when some Democrats want to embrace the so-called Religious Left in order to compete with the
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Republicans and the Religious Right, religion has always been part of American politics. In Religion in
American Politics, Frank Lambert tells the fascinating story of the uneasy relations between religion and
politics from the founding to the twenty-first century. Lambert examines how antebellum Protestant
unity was challenged by sectionalism as both North and South invoked religious justification; how
Andrew Carnegie's "Gospel of Wealth" competed with the anticapitalist "Social Gospel" during postwar
industrialization; how the civil rights movement was perhaps the most effective religious intervention in
politics in American history; and how the alliance between the Republican Party and the Religious Right
has, in many ways, realized the founders' fears of religious-political electoral coalitions. In these and
other cases, Lambert shows that religion became sectarian and partisan whenever it entered the political
fray, and that religious agendas have always mixed with nonreligious ones. Religion in American
Politics brings rare historical perspective and insight to a subject that was just as important--and
controversial--in 1776 as it is today.

Contemporary Political Philosophy and Religion
What is the place of religion in a pluralist democracy? The continuous presence of religion in the public
sphere has raised anew normative and practical issues related to the role of religion in a democratic
polity, generating spirited political debates in Western and non-Western contexts. Contemporary
Political Philosophy and Religion provides an advanced introduction to, and a critical appraisal of, the
major schools of political thought with a focus on the relationship between democracy and religion. Key
features of this book include: Analyses of different political traditions: liberalism, republicanism,
deliberative democracy, feminism, postmodernism, multiculturalism, and interculturalism; Critical
discussions of key contemporary philosophers, such as John Rawls, Jürgen Habermas, Richard Rorty,
Charles Taylor, Susan Moller Okin, Martha Nussbaum, Will Kymlicka, Chandran Kukathas, and Bhiku
Parekh; A pluralist approach that questions the strict divide between analytical and continental political
philosophy; Discussion on the place of religion in politics from multiple perspectives by drawing on a
plurality of political contexts, both Western and non-Western; Analyses of legal and political cases
related to different religious traditions, for example, Islam, Confucianism, Buddhism, Christianity, and
Hinduism. This comprehensive text will be of great use to students of religion and politics in the fields
of political and legal theory, and religious and theological studies, while also offering critical insights
and arguments that will be of interest to the experts in the field.

Religion and Politics
Over the past three decades, the study of religion and politics has gone from being ignored by the
scholarly 7ommunity to being a major focus of research. Yet, because this important research is not
easily accessible to nonspecialists, much of the analysis of religion's role in the political arena that we
read in the media is greatly oversimplified. This Handbook seeks to bridge that gap by examining the
considerable research that has been conducted to this point andassessing what has been learned, what
remains unsettled due to conflicting research findings, and what important questions remain largely
unaddressed by current research endeavors. The Handbook is unique to the field of religion and
American politics and should be of wide interest to scholars, students, journalists, and others interested
in the American political scene.

Religion in American Politics
Religion and politics are never far from the headlines, but their relationship remains complex and often
confusing. In this fifth edition of Religion and Politics in America, the authors offer a lively, accessible,
and balanced treatment of religion in American politics. They explore the historical, cultural, and legal
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contexts that underlie religious political engagement while also highlighting the pragmatic and strategic
political realities that religious organizations and people face. Incorporating the best and most up-to-date
scholarship, the authors assess the politics of Roman Catholics; evangelical, mainline, and African
American Protestants; Jews; Muslims and other conventional and not-so-conventional American
religious movements. The author team also examines important subjects concerning religion and its
relationship to gender, race/ethnicity, and class. The fifth edition has been revised to include the 2012
elections, in particular Mitt Romney's candidacy and Mormonism, as well as a fuller assessment of the
role of religion in President Obama's first term. In-depth treatment of core topics, contemporary case
studies, and useful focus-study boxes, provides students with a real understanding of how religion and
politics relate in practice and makes this fifth edition essential reading for courses in political science,
religion, and sociology departments.

The Oxford Handbook of Religion and American Politics
A study of the religious policies of the early Abb sids. It describes the caliphs' patronage of the nascent
Sunni religious elite and offers a new interpretation of the relationship of religion and politics in Islam's
first centuries.

Politics and Religion in India
These essays examine how religious beliefs and practices have shaped political thought and behaviour
(and vice versa), and how in certain periods religious and political thought has coincided or moved in
opposition, and how minority perspectives have challenged majority views.
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