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Not Made by Slaves
The definitive biography of the legendary autocrat whose enlightened rule transformed the map
of Europe and changed the course of history Few figures loom as large in European history as
Frederick the Great. When he inherited the Prussian crown in 1740, he ruled over a kingdom of
scattered territories, a minor Germanic backwater. By the end of his reign, the much larger and
consolidated Prussia ranked among the continent’s great powers. In this magisterial
biography, award-winning historian Tim Blanning gives us an intimate, in-depth portrait of a
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king who dominated the political, military, and cultural life of Europe half a century before
Napoleon. A brilliant, ambitious, sometimes ruthless monarch, Frederick was a man of
immense contradictions. This consummate conqueror was also an ardent patron of the arts
who attracted painters, architects, musicians, playwrights, and intellectuals to his court. Like
his fellow autocrat Catherine the Great of Russia, Frederick was captivated by the ideals of the
Enlightenment—for many years he kept up lively correspondence with Voltaire and other leading
thinkers of the age. Yet, like Catherine, Frederick drew the line when it came to implementing
Enlightenment principles that might curtail his royal authority. Frederick’s terrifying father
instilled in him a stern military discipline that would make the future king one of the most
fearsome battlefield commanders of his day, while deriding as effeminate his son’s passion for
modern ideas and fine art. Frederick, driven to surpass his father’s legacy, challenged the
dominant German-speaking powers, including Saxony, Bavaria, and the Habsburg Monarchy.
It was an audacious foreign policy gambit, one at which Frederick, against the expectations of
his rivals, succeeded. In examining Frederick’s private life, Blanning also carefully considers
the long-debated question of Frederick’s sexuality, finding evidence that Frederick lavished
gifts on his male friends and maintained homosexual relationships throughout his life, while
limiting contact with his estranged, unloved queen to visits that were few and far between. The
story of one man’s life and the complete political and cultural transformation of a nation, Tim
Blanning’s sweeping biography takes readers inside the mind of the monarch, giving us a fresh
understanding of Frederick the Great’s remarkable reign. Praise for Frederick the Great
“Writing Frederick’s biography . . . requires a diverse set of skills: expertise in eighteenthcentury diplomatic and military history, including the intricacies of the Holy Roman Empire; a
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familiarity with the music, architecture and intellectual traditions of Northern Europe; and, not
least, a profound sense of human psychology, the better to grasp the makeup of this complex
and tormented man. Fortunately, Tim Blanning . . . has all of these skills in abundance.”—The
Wall Street Journal “At once scholarly and highly readable . . . [Blanning] has given us a
superb portrait of an enlightened despot, equally at home on the battlefield and in the opera
house, both utterly ruthless and culturally refined.”—Commentary “Blanning, in clear thinking
and prose, investigates all aspects of Frederick’s personality and reign. . . . The last word on
this significant king, for years to come.”—Booklist (starred review) “Masterly . . . Blanning
brilliantly brings to life one of the most complex characters of modern European history.”—The
Telegraph (five stars) “A supremely nuanced account . . . This biography finds [Blanning] at the
height of his powers.”—Literary Review From the Hardcover edition.

Radetzky
Originally published in 1957—years before he was Secretary of State and winner of the Nobel
Peace Prize—, Henry Kissinger wrote A World Restored, to understand and explain one of
history’s most important and dramatic periods; a time when Europe went from political chaos
to a balanced peace that lasted for almost a hundred years. After the fall of Napoleon,
European diplomats gathered in a festive Vienna with the task of restoring stability following
the French Revolution, the Napoleonic Wars, and the dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire.
The central figures at the Congress of Vienna were the Foreign Secretary of the United
Kingdom, Viscount Castlereagh and the Foreign Minister of Austria Klemens Wenzel von
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Mettern Metternich. Castlereagh was primarily concerned with maintaining balanced powers,
while Metternich based his diplomacy on the idea of legitimacy—that is, establishing and
working with governments that citizens accept without force. The peace they brokered lasted
until the outbreak of World War I. Through trenchant analysis of the history and forces that
create stability, A World Restored gives insight into how to create long-lasting geopolitical
peace-lessons that Kissinger saw as applicable to the period immediately following World War
II, when he was writing this book. But the lessons don’t stop there. Like all good insights, the
book’s wisdom transcends any single political period. Kissinger’s understanding of coalitions
and balance of power can be applied to personal and professional situations, such as dealing
with a tyrannical boss or co-worker or formulating business or organizational tactics.
Regardless of his ideology, Henry Kissinger has had an important impact on modern politics
and few would dispute his brilliance as a strategist. For anyone interested in Western history,
the tactics of diplomacy, or political strategy, this volume will provide deep understanding of a
pivotal time.

Castlereagh
The liberal order is decaying. Will it survive, and if not, what will replace it? On the eightieth
anniversary of the publication of E.H. Carr's The Twenty Years' Crisis, 1919-1939, Philip
Cunliffe revisits this classic text, juxtaposing its claims with contemporary debates on the rise
and fall of the liberal international order. The New Twenty Years' Crisis reveals that the liberal
international order experienced a twenty-year cycle of decline from 1999 to 2019. In contrast to
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claims that the order has been undermined by authoritarian challengers, Cunliffe argues that
the primary drivers of the crisis are internal. He shows that the heavily ideological international
relations theory that has developed since the end of the Cold War is clouded by utopianism,
replacing analysis with aspiration and expressing the interests of power rather than explaining
its functioning. As a result, a growing tendency to discount political alternatives has made us
less able to adapt to political change. In search of a solution, this book argues that breaking
through the current impasse will require not only dissolving the new forms of utopianism, but
also pushing past the fear that the twenty-first century will repeat the mistakes of the twentieth.
Only then can we finally escape the twenty years' crisis. By reflecting on Carr's foundational
work, The New Twenty Years' Crisis offers an opportunity to take stock of the current state of
international order and international relations theory.

De Gaulle
The definitive biography of one of the most brilliant and influential financial minds—banker,
essayist, and editor of the Economist. During the upheavals of 2007–09, the chairman of the
Federal Reserve had the name of a Victorian icon on the tip of his tongue: Walter Bagehot.
Banker, man of letters, inventor of the Treasury bill, and author of Lombard Street, the stillcanonical guide to stopping a run on the banks, Bagehot prescribed the doctrines that—decades
later—inspired the radical responses to the world’s worst financial crises. Born in the small
market town of Langport, just after the Panic of 1825 swept across England, Bagehot followed
in his father’s footsteps and took a position at the local family bank—but his influence on
Page 5/31

Access Free Metternich Strategist And Visionary
financial matters would soon spread far beyond the county of Somerset. Persuasive and
precocious, he came to hold sway in political circles, making high-profile friends, including
William Gladstone—and enemies, such as Lord Overstone and Benjamin Disraeli. As a prolific
essayist on wide-ranging topics, Bagehot won the admiration of Matthew Arnold and Woodrow
Wilson, and delighted in paradox. He was also a misogynist, and while he opposed slavery, he
misjudged Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War. As editor of the Economist, he offered astute
commentary on the financial issues of his day, and his name lives on in an eponymous weekly
column. He has been called "the Greatest Victorian." In James Grant’s colorful and
groundbreaking biography, Bagehot appears as both an ornament to his own age and a muse
to our own. Drawing on a wealth of historical documents, correspondence, and publications,
Grant paints a vivid portrait of the banker and his world.

William Pitt the Younger
A life of Matilda--empress, skilled military leader, and one of the greatest figures of the English
Middle Ages Matilda was a daughter, wife, and mother. But she was also empress, heir to the
English crown--the first woman ever to hold the position--and an able military general. This
new biography explores Matilda's achievements as military and political leader, and sets her
life and career in full context. Catherine Hanley provides fresh insight into Matilda's campaign
to claim the title of queen, her approach to allied kingdoms and rival rulers, and her role in the
succession crisis. Hanley highlights how Matilda fought for the throne, and argues that
although she never sat on it herself her reward was to see her son become king.
Page 6/31

Access Free Metternich Strategist And Visionary
Extraordinarily, her line has continued through every single monarch of England or Britain from
that time to the present day.

Metternich
From a prize-winning historian, the definitive biography of Adolph Hitler Hitler offers a deeply
learned and radically revisionist biography, arguing that the dictator's main strategic enemy,
from the start of his political career in the 1920s, was not communism or the Soviet Union, but
capitalism and the United States. Whereas most historians have argued that Hitler
underestimated the American threat, Simms shows that Hitler embarked on a preemptive war
with the United States precisely because he considered it such a potent adversary. The war
against the Jews was driven both by his anxiety about combatting the supposed forces of
international plutocracy and by a broader desire to maintain the domestic cohesion he thought
necessary for survival on the international scene. A powerfully argued and utterly definitive
account of a murderous tyrant we thought we understood, Hitler is essential reading for anyone
seeking to understand the origins and outcomes of the Second World War.

Metternich
Traces the political life of the influential French figure, from the monarchist principles that
forced him to flee the country at the end of the eighteenth century to his appointment as
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Foreign Minister and contributions to the rule of Napoleon and Bourbon restoration. 15,000 first
printing.

The Congress of Vienna
From an award-winning historian, a magisterial account of the revolution that created the
modern world The principles of the French Revolution remain the only possible basis for a just
society -- even if, after more than two hundred years, they are more contested than ever
before. In A New World Begins, Jeremy D. Popkin offers a riveting account of the revolution
that puts the reader in the thick of the debates and the violence that led to the overthrow of the
monarchy and the establishment of a new society. We meet Mirabeau, Robespierre, and
Danton, in all of their brilliance and vengefulness; we witness the failed escape and execution
of Louis XVI; we see women demanding equal rights and black slaves wresting freedom from
revolutionaries who hesitated to act on their own principles; and we follow the rise of Napoleon
out of the ashes of the Reign of Terror. Based on decades of scholarship, A New World Begins
will stand as the definitive treatment of the French Revolution.

Napoleon's Wars
Finally available in English to coincide with the 150th anniversary, this highly original study of
the German Revolution of 1848-49 examines the "failure" of the revolution, its repression and
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the attempts to come to terms with this repression. Wolfram Siemann's analysis centers on the
contradictory forms of collective protest, the tensions in the social, agrarian and commercial
spheres, the nature of the crisis cycles of the Vormarz period, the different stages of
development in individual German territories, and the regional centers of industrialization and
politicization. It is against this backdrop that the "failure" of the revolution is put into
perspective.

Metternich
"The finest one-volume life of de Gaulle in English." —Richard Norton Smith, Wall Street Journal
In a definitive biography of the mythic general who refused to accept Nazi domination of
France, Julian Jackson captures this titanic figure as never before. Drawing on unpublished
letters, memoirs, and resources of the recently opened de Gaulle archive, he shows how this
volatile visionary put a broken France back at the center of world affairs.

Terrorists, Anarchists, and Republicans
A glib assessment of Metternich might not be a favourable one, he was not without his
ridiculous qualities, and yet he survived, more than survived, in fact, with the 'Age of
Metternich' lasting for more than a generation, and giving Europe a measure of peace, albeit
repressive, that was much needed after the Napoleonic convulsions. Alan Palmer describes
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well Metternich's extraordinary longevity. 'Clement von Metternich held continuous office at the
head of Europe's affairs for a longer period of time than any other statesman in modern history:
he became foreign minister of the Austrian Empire in the autumn of 1809 and he did not resign
until the spring of 1848. For thirty-three of these thirty-nine years his statecraft and philosophy
of government determined the political pattern of the continent. The 'Age of Metternich' ,
though often impatiently dismissed by historians as a mere interlude, lasted for twice as long
as the 'Age of Napoleon' which preceded it and for half as long again as the 'Age of Bismarck'
which followed in the closing decades of the century.' Metternich was a statesman to his
fingertips, practising 'the skills of diplomacy with greater fluency than any contemporary
Talleyrand, from whom he had learnt many of the refinement of the game.' How would he fare
today? Probably quite well as he was, again in Alan Palmer's words, 'an early champion of
federalism and a good European ' 'As a work of history (it) cannot be faulted.' A. J. P. Taylor,
Observer 'Well-written, well-researched, lucid and witty.' Philip Ziegler, The Times

Francis I
"Charles Maurice de Talleyrand-Périgord, prince de Bénévent, then prince de Talleyrand
(French: [al mois d tal()̃ pei]; 1754?1838) was a French diplomat. He worked successfully from
the regime of Louis XVI, through the French Revolution and then under Napoleon I, Louis
XVIII, Charles X, and Louis-Philippe. Known since the turn of the 19th century simply by the
name Talleyrand, he remains a figure that polarizes opinion. Some regard him as one of the
most versatile, skilled and influential diplomats in European history, and some believe that he
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was a traitor, betraying in turn, the Ancien Régime, the French Revolution, Napoleon, and the
Restoration. He is also notorious for leaving the Catholic Church after ordination to the
priesthood and consecration to the episcopacy."--Wikipedia.

Bismarck
Presents a profile of the leader of Lincoln's "team of rivals," examining the many political roles
he had in his lifetime, including governor of New York, Secretary of State, and Lincoln's closest
advisor during the Civil War.

A New World Begins
Wolfram Siemann tells a new story of Clemens von Metternich, the Austrian at the center of
nineteenth-century European diplomacy. Known as a conservative and an uncompromising
practitioner of realpolitik, in fact Metternich accommodated new ideas of liberalism and
nationalism insofar as they served the goal of peace. And he promoted reform at home.

Hitler
Wolfram Siemann tells a new story of Clemens von Metternich, the Austrian at the center of
nineteenth-century European diplomacy. Known as a conservative and an uncompromising
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practitioner of realpolitik, in fact Metternich accommodated new ideas of liberalism and
nationalism insofar as they served the goal of peace. And he promoted reform at home.

Metternich
History remembers Wellington's defeat of Napoleon, but has forgotten the role of Field Marshal
Radetzky in the battles which led to Napoleon's abdication and first exile in 1814. As Chief of
Staff to the allied coalition of 1813-14, Radetzky determined the shape of the most decisive
campaigns of the Napoleonic Wars by creating the strategy that defeated the Corsican in
Germany and then France. Neither Russia nor Prussia had been able to overcome Napoleon
in battle and it took the brilliant diplomacy of Metternich and the military genius of Radetzky to
ensure victory over the Emperor. In short, the Austrian contribution decisively tipped the
balance against Napoleon - a fact which has always been overlooked by historians. It was
Radetzky, too, at the age of eighty-two, who defeated the Italians in 1848 and 1849 and thus
saved Europe once again from the prospect of international war and revolution. The wars
Radetzky fought - and won - throughout his extensive military career were of the greatest
possible significance in European history, yet today, he is almost forgotten - remembered only
in the music of the Radetzky March, dedicated to him by Johann Strauss the elder. In this, the
first biography of Radetzky to be published in English, Alan Sked paints a vivid picture of an
exceptional, yet neglected commander of genius in a book which will be fascinating reading for
enthusiasts of military and modern European history.
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The German Revolution of 1848-49
This is a major biography of Clemens von Metternich (1773-1859), perhaps the most important
European politician of the first half of the nineteenth century. Metternich held the highest
civilian posts in the Austrian Empire without interruption from 1809 to 1848, helped determine
the shape of post-Napoleonic Europe, and established the system of international congresses
(the Metternich system) that dominated international relations up to 1918 and set a precedent
for the League of Nations and the United Nations. His influence on international affairs in the
first half of the century was so profound that the period is sometimes called the Age of
Metternich. He is usually considered a stubborn conservative and an enemy of liberalism and
nationalism, which then went hand in hand. For many, he represents everything that the
revolutionaries of 1848 opposed. In this biography, Wolfram Siemann argues that the
conventional view of Metternich is wrong. He writes that Metternich idealized Britain's liberal
constitution and aimed to make as much room as possible for liberalism and nationalism as
was consistent with his overarching aim: the preservation of peace in Europe, a commitment
arising from his horror at the death and destruction of the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars.
Drawing on previously unopened archives belonging to the Metternich family, Siemann also
presents in full his subject's active personal and social life. Metternich had many mistresses,
one of them Napoleon's sister, and counted almost everybody with power in Europe as a friend
or enemy.-Page 13/31
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Talleyrand
A glorious?and conclusive?chronicle of the wars waged by one of the most polarizing figures in
military history Acclaimed on both sides of the Atlantic as a new standard on the subject, this
sweeping, boldly written history of the Napoleonic era reveals its central protagonist as a man
driven by an insatiable desire for fame, and determined ?to push matters to extremes.? More
than a myth-busting portrait of Napoleon, however, it offers a panoramic view of the armed
conflicts that spread so quickly out of revolutionary France to countries as remote as Sweden
and Egypt. As it expertly moves through conflicts from Russia to Spain, Napoleon?s Wars
proves to be history writing equal to its subject?grand and ambitious?that will reframe the way
this tumultuous era is understood.

The Napoleonic Wars
This book traces the origins of a faith--perhaps the faith of the century. Modern revolutionaries
are believers, no less committed and intense than were Christians or Muslims of an earlier era.
What is new is the belief that a perfect secular order will emerge from forcible overthrow of
traditional authority. This inherently implausible idea energized Europe in the nineteenth
century, and became the most pronounced ideological export of the West to the rest of the
world in the twentieth century. Billington is interested in revolutionaries--the innovative creators
of a new tradition. His historical frame extends from the waning of the French Revolution in the
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late eighteenth century to the beginnings of the Russian Revolution in the early twentieth
century. The theater was Europe of the industrial era; the main stage was the journalistic
offices within great cities such as Paris, Berlin, London, and St. Petersburg. Billington claims
with considerable evidence that revolutionary ideologies were shaped as much by the
occultism and proto-romanticism of Germany as the critical rationalism of the French
Enlightenment. The conversion of social theory to political practice was essentially the work of
three Russian revolutions: in 1905, March 1917, and November 1917. Events in the outer rim
of the European world brought discussions about revolution out of the school rooms and press
rooms of Paris and Berlin into the halls of power. Despite his hard realism about the adverse
practical consequences of revolutionary dogma, Billington appreciates the identity of its best
sponsors, people who preached social justice transcending traditional national, ethnic, and
gender boundaries. When this book originally appeared The New Republic hailed it as
"remarkable, learned and lively," while The New Yorker noted that Billington "pays great
attention to the lives and emotions of individuals and this makes his book absorbing." It is an
invaluable work of history and contribution to our understanding of political life.

Fire in the Minds of Men
From a preeminent scholar of Eastern Europe, a new history of Russian imperialism In 2014,
Russia annexed the Crimea and attempted to seize a portion of Ukraine. While the world
watched in outrage, this blatant violation of national sovereignty was only the latest iteration of
a centuries-long effort to expand Russian boundaries and create a pan-Russian nation. In Lost
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Kingdom, award-winning historian Serhii Plokhy argues that we can only understand the
confluence of Russian imperialism and nationalism today by delving into the nation's history.
Spanning over 500 years, from the end of the Mongol rule to the present day, Plokhy shows
how leaders from Ivan the Terrible to Joseph Stalin to Vladimir Putin exploited existing forms of
identity, warfare, and territorial expansion to achieve imperial supremacy. An authoritative and
masterful account of Russian nationalism, Lost Kingdom chronicles the story behind Russia's
belligerent empire-building quest.

The Congress of Vienna
"First published in Great Britain in 2011 by Quercus as Castlereagh: Enlightenment, War and
Tyranny"--T.p. verso.

Talleyrand
Francis I (1494-1547) was inconstant, amorous, hot-headed and flawed. Yet he was also
arguably the most significant king that France ever had. This is his story. A contemporary of
Henry VIII of England, Francis saw himself as the first Renaissance king, a man who was the
exemplar of courtly and civilised behaviour throughout Europe. A courageous and heroic
warrior, he was also a keen aesthete, an accomplished diplomat and an energetic ruler who
turned his country into a force to be reckoned with. Yet he was also capricious, vain and
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arrogant, taking hugely unnecessary risks, at least one of which nearly resulted in the end of
his kingdom. His great feud with his nemesis Charles V, the Holy Roman Emperor, defined
European diplomacy and sovereignty, but his notorious alliance with the great Ottoman ruler
Suleiman the Magnificent threatened to destroy everything. With access to never-before-seen
private archives, Leonie Frieda's comprehensive and sympathetic account explores the life of
the most human of all Renaissance monarchs - and the most enigmatic.

Napoleon's Master
Following on from his epic ‘1812: Napoleon's Fatal March on Moscow’, bestselling author
Adam Zamoyski has written the dramatic story of the Congress of Vienna.

Rites of Peace: The Fall of Napoleon and the Congress of Vienna
Harold Nicolson was well qualified to write this book. His father, Sir Arthur Nicolson, was a
diplomat as he himself was in early adulthood being a member of the British delegation to the
Paris Peace Conference of 1919 as well as serving in other capacities. A later historian of the
Congress, Adam Zamoyski, has described it in the following way: 'The reconstruction of
Europe at the Congress of Vienna is probably the most seminal episode in modern history.'
Harold Nicolson's classic account written piquantly just after the Second World War is
memorable not just for its adroit grasp of the many complex issues but also for its numerous
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vivid character sketches of the principal peacemakers: Alexander I of Russia, Metternich,
Talleyrand, Castlereagh and others are brought brilliantly to life. 'Mr Nicolson has written a
vivid, entertaining and penetrating book about an episode in nineteenth-century history with
which has gifts and his own education most particularly qualified him to deal. Moreover he
often makes valuable generalisations. . . In a short review it is impossible to convey by
quotation those qualities which will make it eagerly sought after: its vivid portraits and scenes
from the past: its clear analysis of political situations as they arise; its shrewd comments on the
characters of the men who dealt with them.' Desmond MacCarthy, Sunday Times Faber Finds
is reissuing all of Harold Nicolson's works of diplomatic history: The Congress of Vienna: A
Study in Allied Unity, 1812 - 1822; Lord Carnock: A Study in Old Diplomacy: Peacemaking,
1919 and Curzon: The Last Phase, 1919 - 1925.

Danubia: A Personal History of Habsburg Europe
A groundbreaking biography of Milton’s formative years that provides a new account of the
poet’s political radicalization John Milton (1608–1674) has a unique claim on literary and
intellectual history as the author of both Paradise Lost, the greatest narrative poem in English,
and prose defences of the execution of Charles I that influenced the French and American
revolutions. Tracing Milton’s literary, intellectual, and political development with unprecedented
depth and understanding, Poet of Revolution is an unmatched biographical account of the
formation of the mind that would go on to create Paradise Lost—but would first justify the killing
of a king. Biographers of Milton have always struggled to explain how the young poet became
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a notorious defender of regicide and other radical ideas such as freedom of the press, religious
toleration, and republicanism. In this groundbreaking intellectual biography of Milton’s
formative years, Nicholas McDowell draws on recent archival discoveries to reconcile at last
the poet and polemicist. He charts Milton’s development from his earliest days as a London
schoolboy, through his university life and travels in Italy, to his emergence as a public writer
during the English Civil War. At the same time, McDowell presents fresh, richly contextual
readings of Milton’s best-known works from this period, including the “Nativity Ode,”
“L’Allegro” and “Il Penseroso,” Comus, and “Lycidas.” Challenging biographers who claim that
Milton was always a secret radical, Poet of Revolution shows how the events that provoked
civil war in England combined with Milton’s astonishing programme of self-education to instil
the beliefs that would shape not only his political prose but also his later epic masterpiece.

Seward
Austerlitz, Wagram, Borodino, Trafalgar, Leipzig, Waterloo: these are the places most closely
associated with the era of the Napoleonic Wars. But how did this period of nearly continuous
conflict affect the world beyond Europe? The immensity of the fighting waged by France
against England, Prussia, Austria, and Russia, and the immediate consequences of the
tremors that spread throughout the world. In this ambitious and far-ranging work, Alexander
Mikaberidze argues that the Napoleonic Wars can only be fully understood in an international
perspective. France struggled for dominance not only on the plains of Europe but also in the
Americas, West and South Africa, Ottoman Empire, Iran, India, Indonesia, the Philippines,
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Mediterranean Sea, and the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. Taking specific regions in turn,
Mikaberidze discusses major political-military events around the world and situates geopolitical
decision-making within its long- and short-term contexts. From the British expeditions to
Argentina and South Africa to the Franco-Russian maneuvering in the Ottoman Empire, the
effects of the French Revolution and Napoleonic Wars would shape international affairs well
into the next century. In Egypt, the wars led to the rise of Mehmed Ali and the emergence of a
powerful state; in North America, the period transformed and enlarged the newly established
United States; and in South America, the Spanish colonial empire witnessed the start of
national-liberation movements that ultimately ended imperial control. Skillfully narrated and
deeply researched, here at last is the global history of the period, one that expands our view of
the Napoleonic Wars and their role in laying the foundations of the modern world.

The New Twenty Years' Crisis
The Battle of Grunwald was one of the largest battles in Medieval Europe and was the most
important in the histories of Poland and Lithuania.It was fought on 15 July 1410 during the
Polish-Lithuania-Teutonic War between the alliance of the Kingdom of Poland (led by King
Jagiello) and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania (led by Grand Duke Vytautas) against the GermanPrussian Teutonic Knights (led by Grand Master Ulrich von Jungingen) and with the assistance
of Sigismund, then King of Hungary and Croatia.The Teutonic Knights, a crusading military
order, were defeated and most of their leaders were killed or taken prisoner. This defeat would
mark the beginning of their decline and they would never again regain their former
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power.Following the battle, the balance of power shifted in Central and Eastern Europe and so
came the rise of the Polish-Lithuanian union as the dominant political and military force.In this
compelling account the action takes place in Lithuania, Poland, the Czech Republic, Hungary,
Russia and Germany. There are bloody battles; fascinating characters; intrigue; betrayals; sex;
unexpected twists of fate; religious heresy and a smattering of saints. There is also the
monumental end of one era making way for the beginning of another.Written by William L
Urban, an internationally respected authority on the history of European warfare, while there
has long been interest on the crusades outside of the Holy Land, this book is unique in the
sheer breadth and depth of its research.

Napoleon
A bloody episode that epitomised the political dilemmas of the eighteenth century In 1798,
members of the United Irishmen were massacred by the British amid the crumbling walls of a
half-built town near Waterford in Ireland. Many of the Irish were republicans inspired by the
French Revolution, and the site of their demise was known as Genevan Barracks. The
Barracks were the remnants of an experimental community called New Geneva, a settlement
of Calvinist republican rebels who fled the continent in 1782. The British believed that the
rectitude and industriousness of these imported revolutionaries would have a positive effect on
the Irish populace. The experiment was abandoned, however, after the Calvinists demanded
greater independence and more state money for their project. Terrorists, Anarchists, and
Republicans tells the story of a utopian city inspired by a spirit of liberty and republican values
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being turned into a place where republicans who had fought for liberty were extinguished by
the might of empire. Richard Whatmore brings to life a violent age in which powerful states like
Britain and France intervened in the affairs of smaller, weaker countries, justifying their actions
on the grounds that they were stopping anarchists and terrorists from destroying society,
religion and government. The Genevans and the Irish rebels, in turn, saw themselves as
advocates of republican virtue, willing to sacrifice themselves for liberty, rights and the public
good. Terrorists, Anarchists, and Republicans shows how the massacre at Genevan Barracks
marked an end to the old Europe of diverse political forms, and the ascendancy of powerful
states seeking empire and markets—in many respects the end of enlightenment itself.

The Last Years of the Teutonic Knights
An assessment of the brutal and deeply personal political struggle between Victorian-era rivals
William Gladstone and Benjamin Disraeli discusses the disparity between their views that
reflected and stoked social and political conflicts over the course of decades.

Lost Kingdom
William Pitt the Younger is an illuminating biography of one of the great iconic figures in British
history: the man who in 1784 at the age of twenty-four became (and so remains) the youngest
Prime Minister in the history of England. In this lively and authoritative study, William
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Hague–himself the youngest political party leader in recent history–explains the dramatic events
and exceptional abilities that allowed extreme youth to be combined with great power. The
brilliant son of a father who was also Prime Minister, Pitt was derided as a “schoolboy” when
he took office. Yet within months he had outwitted his opponents, and he went on to dominate
the political scene for twenty-two years (nineteen of them as Prime Minister). No British
politician since has exercised such supremacy for so long. Pitt’s personality has always been
hard to unravel. Though he was generally thought to be cold and aloof, his friends described
him as the wittiest man they ever knew. By seeing him through the eyes of a politician, William
Hague–a prominent member of Britain’s Conservative Party–succeeds in explaining Pitt’s
actions and motives through a series of great national crises, including the madness of King
George III, the impact of the French Revolution, and the trauma of the Napoleonic wars. He
describes how a man dedicated to peace became Britain’s longest-serving war leader, how
Pitt the liberal reformer became Pitt the author of repression, and how–though undisputed
master of the nation’s finances–he died with vast personal debts. With its rich cast of
characters, including Charles James Fox, Richard Brinsley Sheridan, Edmund Burke, and
George III himself, and set against a backdrop of industrial revolution and global conflict, this is
a richly detailed and rounded portrait of an extraordinary political life.

From Frontier Policy to Foreign Policy
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Desert Hell
John Buchan 1st Baron Tweedsmuir, had a remarkable life and here is his wonderfully written
and fascinating memoir. Buchan can very readily be described as a man of empire, serving in
the army during the Boer war and becoming a diplomat and well read historian of the First
World War, he settled as Governor General of Canada in 1935 having travelled the world in
official posts for the British government. This autobiography was one of John F. Kennedy's
favourite books.

Frederick the Great
Main description: The U.S.-led conquest and occupation of Iraq have kept that troubled country
in international headlines since 2003. For America's major Coalition ally, Great Britain,
however, this latest incursion into the region played out against the dramatic backdrop of
imperial history: Britain's fateful invasion of Mesopotamia in 1914 and the creation of a new
nation from the shards of war. The objectives of the expedition sent by the British Government
of India were primarily strategic: to protect the Raj, impress Britain's military power upon Arabs
chafing under Ottoman rule, and secure the Persian oil supply. But over the course of the
Mesopotamian campaign, these goals expanded, and by the end of World War I Britain was
committed to controlling the entire region from Suez to India. The conquest of Mesopotamia
and the creation of Iraq were the central acts in this boldly opportunistic bid for supremacy.
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Charles Townshend provides a compelling account of the atrocious, unnecessary suffering
inflicted on the expedition's mostly Indian troops, which set the pattern for Britain's follow-up
campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan over the next seven years. He chronicles the
overconfidence, incompetence, and dangerously vague policy that distorted the mission, and
examines the steps by which an initially cautious strategic operation led to imperial expansion
on a vast scale.Desert Hell is a cautionary tale for makers of national policy. And for those with
an interest in imperial history, it raises searching questions about Britain's quest for global
power and the indelible consequences of those actions for the Middle East and the world.

Metternich
The definitive biography of Napoleon, revealing the true man behind the legend "What a novel
my life has been!" Napoleon once said of himself. Born into a poor family, the callow young
man was, by twenty-six, an army general. Seduced by an older woman, his marriage
transformed him into a galvanizing military commander. The Pope crowned him as Emperor of
the French when he was only thirty-five. Within a few years, he became the effective master of
Europe, his power unparalleled in modern history. His downfall was no less dramatic. The story
of Napoleon has been written many times. In some versions, he is a military genius, in others a
war-obsessed tyrant. Here, historian Adam Zamoyski cuts through the mythology and explains
Napoleon against the background of the European Enlightenment, and what he was himself
seeking to achieve. This most famous of men is also the most hidden of men, and Zamoyski
dives deeper than any previous biographer to find him. Beautifully written, Napoleon brilliantly
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sets the man in his European context.

Memory Hold-The-Door
Not Made by Slaves describes the efforts of early-nineteenth-century businesses to end
plantation slavery by promoting commerce in "legitimate" goods. Exploring the work of activists
and businesses, Bronwen Everill adds an important dimension to the history of capitalism and
its development under slavery.

Matilda
Bagehot: The Life and Times of the Greatest Victorian
Historians have dismissed the pageantry of the Vienna Congress as window dressing when
compared with the serious maneuverings of sovereigns and statesmen. By seeing these two
dimensions as interconnected, Brian Vick reveals how one of the most important diplomatic
summits in history managed to redraw the map of Europe and the international system.

The Lion and the Unicorn
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Between the mid-eighteenth and mid-nineteenth centuries, Qing rulers, officials, and scholars
fused diverse, fragmented perceptions of foreign territory into one integrated worldview. In the
same period, a single "foreign" policy emerged as an alternative to the many localized "frontier"
policies hitherto pursued on the coast, in Xinjiang, and in Tibet. By unraveling Chinese,
Manchu, and British sources to reveal the information networks used by the Qing empire to
gather intelligence about its emerging rival, British India, this book explores China's altered
understanding of its place in a global context. Far from being hobbled by a Sinocentric
worldview, Qing China's officials and scholars paid close attention to foreign affairs. To meet
the growing British threat, they adapted institutional practices and geopolitical assumptions to
coordinate a response across their maritime and inland borderlands. In time, the new and more
active response to Western imperialism built on this foundation reshaped not only China's
diplomacy but also the internal relationship between Beijing and its frontiers.

A World Restored
This riveting, New York Times bestselling biography illuminates the life of Otto von Bismarck,
the statesman who unified Germany but who also embodied everything brutal and ruthless
about Prussian culture. Jonathan Steinberg draws heavily on contemporary writings, allowing
Bismarck's friends and foes to tell the story. What rises from these pages is a complex giant of
a man: a hypochondriac with the constitution of an ox, a brutal tyrant who could easily shed
tears, a convert to an extreme form of evangelical Protestantism who secularized schools and
introduced civil divorce. Bismarck may have been in sheer ability the most intelligent man to
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direct a great state in modern times. His brilliance and insight dazzled his contemporaries. But
all agreed there was also something demonic, diabolical, overwhelming, beyond human
attributes, in Bismarck's personality. He was a kind of malign genius who, behind the various
postures, concealed an ice-cold contempt for his fellow human beings and a drive to control
and rule them. As one contemporary noted: "the Bismarck regime was a constant orgy of scorn
and abuse of mankind, collectively and individually." In this comprehensive and expansive
biography--a brilliant study in power--Jonathan Steinberg brings Bismarck to life, revealing the
stark contrast between the "Iron Chancellor's" unmatched political skills and his profoundly
flawed human character.

Poet of Revolution
A charmingly personal history of Hapsburg Europe, as lively as it is informative, by the author
of Germania For centuries much of Europe and the Holy Roman Empire was in the royal hands
of the very peculiar Habsburg family. An unstable mixture of wizards, obsessives,
melancholics, bores, musicians and warriors, they saw off—through luck, guile and sheer
mulishness—any number of rivals, until finally packing up in 1918. From their principal lairs
along the Danube they ruled most of Central Europe and Germany and interfered
everywhere—indeed the history of Europe hardly makes sense without the House of Hapsburg.
Danubia, Simon Winder's hilarious new book, plunges the reader into a maelstrom of alchemy,
royalty, skeletons, jewels, bear-moats, unfortunate marriages and a guinea-pig village. Full of
music, piracy, religion and fighting, it is the history of a strange dynasty, and the people they
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ruled, who spoke many different languages, lived in a vast range of landscapes, believed in
rival gods and often showed a marked ingratitude towards their oddball ruler in Vienna.
Readers who discovered Simon Winder's storytelling genius and infectious curiosity in
Germania will be delighted by the eccentric and fascinating tale of the Habsburgs and their
world.
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