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Reproducing Athens
Shows how both verbal and visual allusion position the plays of New Comedy within the context of
contemporary polis culture.
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Scale, Space, and Canon in Ancient Literary Culture
This book is an in-depth study of the topic of rape in classical Athens.

Demosthenes: Selected Private Speeches
This newly updated second edition features wide-ranging, systematically organized scholarship in a concise
introduction to ancient Greek drama, which flourished from the sixth to third century BC. Covers all three
genres of ancient Greek drama – tragedy, comedy, and satyr-drama Surveys the extant work of Aeschylus,
Sophokles, Euripides, Aristophanes, and Menander, and includes entries on ‘lost’ playwrights Examines
contextual issues such as the origins of dramatic art forms; the conventions of the festivals and the theater;
drama’s relationship with the worship of Dionysos; political dimensions of drama; and how to read and
watch Greek drama Includes single-page synopses of every surviving ancient Greek play

Menander: Samia
Menander was renowned—and still is—for his naturalistic representations of character and emotion.
However, times change, and our ideas of what is ‘natural’ change with them. To appreciate Menander’s
art fully, we need to attune ourselves to the expectations of his time, and for this there is no better guide than
Aristotle (along with his successor Theophrastus), who described and analysed notions of character and
emotion in brilliant detail. This book examines the relevant observations of Aristotle, and explores two of
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Menander’s comedies in this light. It also discusses how these comedies, which have only been recovered in
the past century, were adapted and performed on the Modern Greek stage, where tastes were different and
Menander had been virtually unknown. The book’s comparison of the ancient originals and the modern
versions sheds new light on both, as well as on cultural values then and now.

The Cambridge Companion to Greek Comedy
Matthew Wright brings Menander's Samia to life by explaining how it achieves its comic effects and how it
fits within the broader context of fourth-century Greek drama and society. He offers a scene-by-scene
reading of the play, combining close attention to detail with broader consideration of major themes, in an
approach designed to bring out the humour and nuance of each individual moment on stage, while also
illuminating Menander's comic art. The play dramatizes a tangled story of mistakes, mishaps and
misapprehensions leading up to the marriage of Moschion and Plangon. For most of the action the
characters are at odds with one another owing to accidental delusions or deliberate deceptions, and it seems
as if the marriage will be cancelled or indefinitely postponed; but ultimately everyone's problems are solved
and the play ends happily. Samia is one of the best-preserved examples of fourth-century Greek comedy:
celebrated within antiquity but subsequently lost for many years, it miraculously came back to light, in almost
complete form, as a result of Egyptian papyrus finds during the 20th century.

Samia
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Euripides' Heracles is an extraordinary play of great complexity, exploring the co-existence of both positive
and negative aspects of the eponymous hero. Euripides treats Heracles' ambivalence by showing his
uncertain position after the completion of his labours and turns him into a tragic hero by dramatizing his
development from the invincible hero of the labours to the courageous bearer of suffering. This book offers a
comprehensive reading of Heracles examining it in the contexts of Euripidean dramaturgy, Greek drama and
fifth-century Athenian society. It shows that the play, which raises profound questions on divinity and
human values, deserves to have a prominent place in every discussion about Euripides and about Greek
tragedy. Tracing some of Euripides' most spectacular writing in terms of emotional and intellectual effect,
and discussing questions of narrative, rhetoric, stagecraft and audience reception, this work is required
reading for all students and scholars of Euripides.

Menander in Antiquity
The first edition for half a century of any play of Menander designed for English-speaking students reading it
in Greek.

A Guide to Ancient Greek Drama
The Companion to the Study of Greek Comedy sets forth the main resources for the advancing student in
three sections: "Contexts,""History," and "Elements.” The volume is a guide for understanding and
interpreting the classic comedies as well as for navigating the principal corpora of texts, fragments and
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scholia.

The Dyskolos
The discovery on papyrus of plays by Menander, the greatest writer of Greek New Comedy, at last makes
possible an evaluation on his own terms of an ancient author who, through the adaptations of Plautus and
Terence, profoundly influenced the course of western drama. The present study establishes a critical
perspective for understanding the kind of comedy Menander wrote, his roots, the theatrical effects he sought,
and the extent of his achievement. Chapters on the major plays analyse their techniques of construction and
characterisation, suggesting both the strengths and the limitations of Menander's comic tradition. This study
is based on the Oxford Greek text but cites all ancient authors in translation to open the discussion to a wider
audience. An introductory chapter places the tradition of New Comedy in the history of drama, and modern
parallels are drawn wherever helpful. It will therefore be of value to students of drama as well as to classicists.

Menander: Samia (The Woman from Samos)
Greek comedy offers a unique insight into the reality of life as a slave, giving this disenfranchised group a
'voice'.

Plautus in Performance
Page 5/21

Free Copy Menander Samia The Woman From Samos Cambridge Greek And
Latin Classics
MENANDER (?344/3-292/1 B.C.) of Athens was the leading playright of the 'New Comedy', a type of
drama which has influenced the modern 'Comedy of Manners' and (indirectly at least writers as disparate as
Oscar Wilde and P.G. Wodehouse. Menander wrote more than 100 plays, but did not become a star until
after his death. Many of his comedies were adapted by Roman dramatists. By the middle ages, however, his
works were lost, apart from quotations like 'He whom the gods love dies while still a youngster.' Then at the
end of the nineteenth century, papyrus texts, preserved from antiquity by the dry heat of Egypt, began to be
discovered. These have yielded so far one play virtually complete (Dyskolos), large continuous portions of
four more (Aspis, Epitrepontes, Perikeiromene, Samia), and sizable chunks of many others. Menander
remains a paradox: artificial plots based on unlikely but conventional coincidences, enlivened by
individualised characters, realistic situations and at times deeply moving dialogue. 'Menander and life, which
of you imitated the other?'

Brill's Companion to the Study of Greek Comedy
With the discovery in Egypt of papyrus books we now know much more about Greek 'New Comedy' and
the plays of its greatest exponent, Menander, but his second best preserved play, Samia, is not yet generally
known. In this new edition the text takes account of all recent scholarly work, with the facing translation as an
aid to interpretation. The commentary elucidates the text, explaining the themes and conventions of New
Comedy, and emphasizing the text's dramatic nature. The Samia is among the ancestors of modern comedy,
whose traditions are derived from Menander and the Greek plays adapted by Plautus and Terence for
Roman audiences.
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The Ancient Greek Economy
This new study of Menander casts fresh light not only on the techniques of the playwright but also on the
literary and historical contexts of the plays. Menander (342/1-292/1 BCE) wrote over a hundred popular
comedies, several of which were adapted by Plautus and Terence. Through them, he was a major influence
on Shakespeare and Molière. However, his work survived only in excerpts and quotation until some
significant texts reappeared in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries on papyrus. The mystery of their loss
and rediscovery has raised key questions surrounding the transmission of these and other Greek texts.
Theatrical masks from the fourth century BCE discovered on the island of Lipari now also provide important
material with which this book examines how the plays were originally performed. A detailed investigation of
their historical setting is offered which engages with recent debates on the importance of social status and
citizenship in Menander's plays. The techniques of characterization are also examined, with particular focus
on women, slaves and power relationships in his Epitrepontes. It appears that the audience was invited,
sometimes subversively, behind the mask of this sophisticated comedy to discover that people do not always
conform to literary expectations and social norms.

Menander
This study shows that the "Ecclesiazusae" is an affirmation of the importance of persuasion in the fourthcentury democracy.; Praxagora, the attractive and articulate female protagonist, virtually personifies "peitho,"
the realm of both political persuasion and erotic seduction. The ability of "peitho" to address both public and
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private motivations makes it the perfect instrument to resolve the tension in the fourth century between
selfishness and civic participation. This is, after all, the central issue in the later episodes of the play.

Drama Criticism, Volume 27
New Comedy
A full literary and linguistic commentary, suitable for advanced students, on the only surviving Athenian
satyr-play.

Euripides: Cyclops
Hysterical Laughter: Four Ancient Comedies About Women is the first text to uniquely employ comedy as a
vehicle to explore women, gender, and sexuality in Greek and Roman antiquity. Featuring new, engaging,
and accessible translations by David Christenson of four of the finest classical comedies--Lysistrata
(Aristophanes), Samia (Menander), Casina (Plautus), and Hecyra (Terence)--it provides instructors with an
attractive and innovative way to explore the social and cultural dimensions of ancient theater and the
construction of gender roles in ancient society. The volume is enhanced by an extensive general introduction
and includes an introduction, notes, and essays for each comedy, all of which assume no prior background in
classical studies. Ideal for courses in classical literature in translation and women in the ancient world,
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Hysterical Laughter can also be used in a variety of other courses in ancient history, women's studies, cultural
studies, and theater.

Rape and the Politics of Consent in Classical Athens
Written in the century following the defeat of Athens by the Spartans in the Peloponnesian War, these four
plays signal a change of emphasis in stage comedy more appropriate to the new world order of the fourth
century BC. Aristophanes is the only Greek playwright whose work spans the fifth and fourth centuries BC
and links the direct slapstick and bawdy of Old Comedy to the more subtle situational New Comedy.
Women in Power and Wealth complete the cycle of Aristophanes's extant plays begun in Aristophanes Plays:
One and Plays: Two, translated by Kenneth McLeish. Writing seventy years after Aristophanes's death,
Menander's only complete surviving works, The Malcontent and The Woman from Samos are here
translated by J. Michael Walton. Kenneth McLeish and J. Michael Walton provide full introductions,
discussing the plays and placing them in their political and social context.

Menander and the Making of Comedy
Presents literary criticism on the works of dramatists of all nations, cultures, and time periods. Critical essays
are selected from leading sources, including published journals, magazines, books, reviews, radio transcripts,
diaries, newspapers, broadsheets, pamphlets, and scholarly papers.
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Menander, New Comedy and the Visual
Student-oriented edition with commentary of a long-neglected Greek tragedy about refugees, gender, race,
war, and political deception.

Menander’s Characters in Context
For eight centuries after his death Menander was the third most popular poet in the Greek-speaking world,
and his plays, through Roman imitations and adaptations, engendered a tradition of European light drama
that extends to our own day. But it is only since 1844 that some of the actual texts of Menander's plays have
been rediscovered, mostly in Egyptian papyri. Two of these have given us four-fifths of the script of Samia
(The Woman from Samos), a play of deception and misunderstanding in which a marriage that everyone
desires almost fails to happen, two women and a baby are almost ruined, and a loving father almost loses his
only son, because the people at home and the people abroad have both been doing things behind each
other's backs - but somehow everything ends happily after all. This is the first full-scale edition with English
commentary and is suitable for upper-level students.

Hysterical Laughter
Aeschylus was the dramatist who made Athenian tragedy one of the world's great art-forms. In this
completely revised and updated edition of his book Alan H. Sommerstein, analysing the seven extant plays of
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the Aeschylean corpus (one of them probably in fact the work of another author) and utilising the knowledge
we have of the seventy or more whose scripts have not survived, explores Aeschylus' poetic, dramatic,
theatrical and musical techniques, his social, political and religious ideas, and the significance of his drama for
our own day. Special attention is paid to the "Oresteia" trilogy, and the other surviving plays are viewed
against the background of the four-play productions of which they formed part. There are chapters on
Aeschylus' theatre, on his satyr-dramas, and on his dramatisations of Homer's "Iliad" and "Odyssey", and a
detailed chapter-by-chapter guide to further reading. No knowledge of Greek is assumed, and all texts are
quoted in translation.

The Samia of Menander
Women and the Comic Plot in Menander
Provides a unique panorama of this challenging area of Greek literature, combining literary perspectives with
historical issues and material culture.

Aeschylus: Suppliants
In Aristotle and Menander on the Ethics of Understanding, Valeria Cinaglia offers a parallel study of
Menander’s New Comedy and Aristotle’s philosophy and she explores the depth and implications of
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their analogies in subjects ranging from epistemology and psychology to ethics.

Heracles and Euripidean Tragedy
The comic playwright Menander was one of the most popular writers throughout antiquity. This book
reconstructs his life and the legacy of his work until the end of antiquity employing a broad range of sources
such as portraits, illustrations of his plays, papyri preserving their texts and inscriptions recording their public
performances. These are placed within the context of the three social and cultural institutions which
appropriated his comedy, thereby ensuring its survival: public theatres, dinner parties and schools. Dr
Nervegna carefully reconstructs how each context approached Menander's drama and how it contributed to
its popularity over the centuries. The resultant, highly illustrated, book will be essential for all scholars and
students not just of Menander's comedy but, more broadly, of the history and iconography of the ancient
theatre, ancient social history and reception studies.

The Family in Greek History
Reproducing Athens examines the role of romantic comedy, particularly the plays of Menander, in
defending democratic culture and transnational polis culture against various threats during the initial and
most fraught period of the Hellenistic Era. Menander's romantic comedies--which focus on ordinary citizens
who marry for love--are most often thought of as entertainments devoid of political content. Against the
view, Susan Lape argues that Menander's comedies are explicitly political. His nationalistic comedies
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regularly conclude by performing the laws of democratic citizen marriage, thereby promising the generation
of new citizens. His transnational comedies, on the other hand, defend polis life against the impinging
Hellenistic kingdoms, either by transforming their representatives into proper citizen-husbands or by
rendering them ridiculous, romantic losers who pose no real threat to citizen or city. In elaborating the
political work of romantic comedy, this book also demonstrates the importance of gender, kinship, and
sexuality to the making of democratic civic ideology. Paradoxically, by championing democratic culture
against various Hellenistic outsiders, comedy often resists the internal status and gender boundaries on which
democratic culture was based. Comedy's ability to reproduce democratic culture in scandalous fashion
exposes the logic of civic inclusion produced by the contradictions in Athens's desperately politicized gender
system. Combining careful textual analysis with an understanding of the context in which Menander wrote,
Reproducing Athens profoundly changes the way we read his plays and deepens our understanding of
Athenian democratic culture.

Aeschylean Tragedy
With the discovery and translation of the Dyskolos ("The Grouch"), Menander comes alive with subtle
philosophy and vision. His world of troubled lovers, scheming servants, and foolish old men, with its witty
dialogue and quick turnabouts in plot, offers friendly advice on life as we still experience it today and
insightful commentary on the shortcomings of humanity. In this play about an outrageous misanthrope, the
mischief he causes, and the comeuppance he receives, we encounter a comic spirit that Moli re would have
bowed to in homage.
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Gestures
Menander
Plautus was Ancient Rome's greatest comic playwright, Shakespeare drew heavily on his plots, and his legacy
is prevalent throughout modern drama. In this expanded edition of his successful book, one of America's
foremost Classical scholars introduces performance criticism to the study of Plautus' ancient drama. In
addition to the original detailed studies of six of the dramatists's plays, the methodology of performance
criticism, the use of conventions, and the nature of comic heroism in Plautus, this edition includes new
studies on: * the induction into the world of the play * the scripted imitation of improvisation * Plautus's
comments on his previous work * the nature of 'tragicomedy'.

The Making of Menander's Comedy
Taking a fresh look at mistaken identity in the work of an author who helped to introduce the device to
comedy, in this book Professor Traill shows how the outrageous mistakes many male characters in Menander
make about women are grounded in their own emotional needs. The core of the argument derives from
analysis of speeches by or about women, with particular attention to the language used to articulate problems
of knowledge and perception, responsibility and judgement. Not only does Menander freely borrow
language, situations, and themes from tragedy, but he also engages with some of tragedy's epistemological
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questions, particularly the question of how people interpret what they see and hear. Menander was
instrumental in turning the tragic theme of human ignorance into a comic device and inventing a plot type
with enormous impact on the western tradition. This book provides original insights into his achievements
within their historical and intellectual context.

Thinking Men
Menander was the founding father of European comedy. From Ralph Roister Doister to What the Butler
Saw, from Henry Fielding to P. G. Wodehouse, the stock motifs and characters can be traced back to
him.The greatest writer of Greek New Comedy, Menander (c.341-290 BC) wrote over one hundred plays
but until the twentieth century he was known to us only by short quotations in ancient authors. Since 1907
papyri found in the sand of Egypt have brought to light more and more fragments, many substantial,and in
1958 the papyrus text of a complete play was published, The Bad-Tempered Man (Dyskolos) . His romantic
comedies deal with the lives of ordinary Athenian families, and they are the direct ancestors not only of
Roman comedy but also of English comedy from the Renaissance to the present day.This new verse
translation is accurate and highly readable, providing a consecutive text with supplements based on the
dramatic situation and surviving words in the damaged papyri.

Menander: Samia (The Woman from Samos)
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Menander
Menander, the Principal Fragments
An engaging introduction to the plays and dramatic method of the most highly regarded comic writer of the
classical period.

Slaves and Slavery in Ancient Greek Comic Drama
Thinking Men explores artistic and intellectual expression in the classical world as the self representation of
man. It starts from the premise that the history of classical antiquity as the ancients tell it is a history of men.
However, the focus of this volume is the creation, re-creation and iteration of that male self as presented in
language, poetry, drama, philosophical and scientific thought and art: man constructing himself as subject in
classical antiquity and beyond. This beautifully illustrated volume, which contains a preface by Nathalie
Kampen, provides a thought-provoking and stimulating insight into the representations of men in Classical
culture.

The Plays and Fragments
These thirty essays were presented to Alan L Boegehold, a distinguished philologist and an inspirational
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teacher, on the occasion of his retirement and his seventy-fifth birthday. The contributions fall into two
categories, each one reflecting Boegehold's diverse interests in classical studies: the first section includes essays
on literary and philosophical topics, several of which pick up on the theme of "gestures"; the second section is
representative of Boegehold's more specialised research in Greek epigraphy, history and law. Contents:
Biography of Alan L Boeghold; A divine audience for the celebration of Asopichus' victory in Pindar's
Fourteenth Olympian Ode (L Athanassaki); Poi de kai pothen; self-motion in Plato's Phaedrus (G W
Bakewell); Drinking from the sources: John Barton's Tantalus and the epic cycle (D Boedeker); Mania and
melancholy: Some Stoic texts on insanity (M Graver); A gesture in Archilochos 118 (West)? (C
Hahnemann); When an identity was expected: The slaves in Aristophanes' Knights (J Henderson); Nemesis
and Phthonos (D Konstan); A reading of Ausonius, Professores I (J Pucci); Horace epi. 1.13: Compliments
to Augustus (M C J Putnam); When a gesture was misinterpreted: didonai titthion in Menander's Samia (A
C Scafuro); Optical illusions in ancient Greece (P Tribodeau); Gesture (W F Wyatt, Jr); Some observations
on the Appianos sarcophagus (IGUR 1700) (G Bucher); The first tragic contest: Revision revised (A P
Burnett); Notes for a philologist (J McK Camp); Two passages in Thucydides (M Chambers); Livy's
narrative habit (J D Chaplin); Athenian prostitution as a liberal profession (E E Cohen); Sanides and Sanidia
(John E Fischer); Thuc. 2.13.3: 600 T. of tribute (C W Fornara); Delivering the go(o)ds: Demetrius
Poliorcetes and Hellenistic divine kingship (P Green); Lysias 14 and 15. A note on the grafes astrateias (M H
Hansen); Counterproposal at Carthage (Aristotle, Politics II.11.5-6) (G L Huxley); Kallias A (IG I3 52A)
and Thucydides 2.13.3 (J Kennelly); Slander in ancient Athens: A common law perspective (W T Loomis);
The bones of Orestes (D D Philips); The ostracism of Damon (K A Raaflaub); The date of Pnyx III: SEG XII
87, the law of Eukrates on tyranny (337/6 BC) (M B Richardson); Archon dates, atthidographers and the
sources of Ath. Pol. 22-26 (J P Sickinger); A major Athenian letter-cutter ca. 410 to ca. 380: The cutter of IG
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II2 17 (S V Tracy).

Behind the Mask
A history of ancient literary culture told through the quantitative facts of canon, geography, and scale.

Aristotle and Menander on the Ethics of Understanding
A collection of four speeches, chosen as documents of Athenian law, commerce and private life, with a
commentary.

Politics and Persuasion in Aristophanes' Ecclesiazusae
The family, Cynthia Patterson demonstrates, played a key role in the political changes that mark the history
of ancient Greece. From the archaic society portrayed in Homer and Hesiod to the Hellenistic age, the
private world of the family and household was integral with and essential to the civic realm. Early Greek
society was rooted not in clans but in individual households, and a man's or woman's place in the larger
community was determined by relationships within those households. The development of the city-state did
not result in loss of the family's power and authority, Patterson argues; rather, the protection of household
relationships was an important element of early public law. The interaction of civic and family concerns in
classical Athens is neatly articulated by the examples of marriage and adultery laws. In law courts and in
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theater performances, violation of marital relationships was presented as a public danger, the adulterer as a
sexual thief. This is an understanding that fits the Athenian concept of the city as the highest form of family.
The suppression of the cities with the ascendancy of Alexander's empire led to a new resolution of the
relationship between public and private authority: the concept of a community of households, which is
clearly exemplified in Menander's plays. Undercutting common interpretations of Greek experience as
evolving from clan to patriarchal state, Patterson's insightful analysis sheds new light on the role of men and
women in Greek culture.
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