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Air Power and Warfare
In his classic work, On War, Carl von Clausewitz wrote, “As we shall show, defense is a stronger form of fighting than attack.” A generation
of nineteenth century officers, nurtured on the study of the experiences of Napoleon and conditioned by the wars of German unification, had
little reason to accept that view. The offensive spirit swept through European armies and manifested itself in the regulations, plans, and
mentality of those armiehe events of 1939, 1940, and 1941 in Poland, France, and Russia respectively again challenged Clausewitz’ claim of
the superiority of the defense and prompted armies worldwide to frantically field large armored forces and develop doctrines for their use.
While blitzkrieg concepts ruled supreme, it fell to that nation victimized most by those concepts to develop techniques to counter the German
juggernaut. The Soviets had to temper a generation of offensive tradition in order to marshal forces and develop techniques to counter
blitzkrieg. In essence, the Soviet struggle for survival against blitzkrieg proved also to be a partial test of Clausewitz’ dictum. In July 1943,
after arduous months of developing defensive techniques, often at a high cost in terms of men and material, the Soviets met blitzkrieg headon and proved that defense against it was feasible. The titanic, grinding Kursk operation validated, in part, Clausewitz’ views. But it also
demonstrated that careful study of force organization and employment and application of the fruits of that study can produce either offensive
or defensive victory. While on the surface the events of Kursk seemed to validate Clausewitz’ view, it is often forgotten that, at Kursk, the
Soviets integrated the concept of counteroffensive into their grand defensive designs. Thus the defense itself was meaningless unless viewed
against the backdrop of the renewed offensive efforts and vice versa. What Kursk did prove was that strategic, operational, and tactical
defenses could counter blitzkrieg.

The Battle for Kursk, 1943
In July 1943, on the Eastern Front, the Germans launched Operation Citadel--and the largest tank battle ever seen. When three SS divisions
attempted to break through the Soviet lines, they confronted the newly deployed Fifth Guards Tanks Army. By nightfall the Fifth Guards had
lost 50 percent of their strength . . . but achieved their goal: halting the German attack. Kursk provides a gripping account of this key battle.
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Kursk 1943
A prize-winning historian chronicles the weakening Germany army in 1943, now fighting on the defensive but still remarkably dangerous and
lethal. Reveals how the Wehrmacht, heirs to a military tradition that demanded relentless offensive operations, finally succumbed to the
realities of its own overreach.

Demolishing the Myth
Bagration was the code word that the Soviet Army gave for their summer offensive in 1944. This massive offensive led to the destruction of
the German Army Group Center and was the greatest military defeat ever experienced by the German Army during World War Two. This
book provides an absorbing insight into the German defeat and the Russian offensive using a wide variety of rare and previously unpublished
photographs. With detailed captions and text together with 20 artist profiles and maps, the book shows the compelling story of how German
Army Group Center tried to counter the overwhelming might of the Soviet Army as it poured thousands of men, weapons, and armor across
the German lines, smashing its way through.What ensued was a swift and bloody battle of attrition as the German Army tried to contain the
might of its unstoppable enemy. In the days and weeks that followed, German units fought and gradually retreated under the constant
hammer blows of Russian ground and aerial bombardments, and endless armored and infantry attacks. Many German units fighting to the
grim death were duty-bound not to withdraw, and what followed was a disaster of a colossal magnitude. As the Soviet might punched a
massive hole in the German lines it sent huge shock waves through Army Group Center forcing them to retreat or face total
annihilation.However, the Russian offensive was so quick that many of the German units with their precious panzer and infantry divisions
quickly became encircled and destroyed - its remnants retreating west in order to save itself. By the end of the battle this cataclysm was
bigger than that experienced at Stalingrad. It saw the German Army being pushed out of Russia towards Poland with the loss of over 300,000
men and most of its weaponry lost.The story of the destruction of Army Group Center during the summer of 1944 has been completely
overshadowed by the D-Day campaign in Normandy three weeks earlier. Yet, the battle in which the German forces endured on the Eastern
Front that fateful summer was more catastrophic than that experienced by the Allies on the Western Front, but little is known of the operation.
This book reveals the lesser-known battle in the East and shows how the German forces fought and lost against overwhelming odds.

German Armor in Normandy
The Das Reich Division was the most infamous units of the Waffen-SS. Hitler's Schutzstaffel (SS) units were originally paramilitary formations
raised to protect the members of the Nazi party, and the Waffen-SS (the armed SS) was founded in 1934 as the SS-Verfgungstruppe. In
1939 the SS-Verfgungstruppe was placed under the operational command of the OKH. During the invasion of Poland the unit fought as a
mobile infantry regiment. There were doubts about the unit's effectiveness, but Hitler ordered it be allowed to expand and form its own
divisions, but under the command of the army. In 1940 the SS-Verfgungs-Division participated in the invasion of the Netherlands and
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France. After the Battle of France the SS-VT was officially renamed the Waffen-SS, and in 1941, the Verfgungs-Division was renamed
Reich, later Das Reich.In 1941 Das Reich took part in the invasion of Yugoslavia, where its men accepted the surrender of Belgrade. In
Barbarossa, Das Reich fought with Army Group Center, in the spearhead of Operation Typhoon and taking part in the battle of Moscow, by
which time it had lost 60 percent of its combat strength. It was pulled off the front in mid-1942 and sent to refit as a panzer-grenadier division.
Returning to the Eastern Front, Das Reich took part in the fighting around Kharkov and Kursk. Late in the year it was designated a panzer
division. In 1944, the unit was stationed in southern France when the Allies landed in Normandy. The following days saw the division commit
atrocities, hanging 100 local men in the town of Tulles in reprisal for German losses, and massacring 642 French civilians in Oradour-surGlane, allegedly in retaliation for partisan activity in the area. Later in the Normandy fighting, Das Reich was encircled in the Roncey pocket
by US 2nd Armored Division, losing most of their armored equipment. Das Reich surrendered in May 1945.

Zitadelle
In this book, noted historian of the Battle of Kursk Valeriy Zamulin, the author of multiple Russian-language books on the Battle of Kursk and
Destroying the Myth: The Tank Battle at Prokhorovka, Kursk, July 1943: An Operational Narrative takes a fresh look at several controversial
and neglected topics regarding the battle and its run-up. He starts with a detailed look at the Soviet and Russian historiography on the battle,
showing how initially promising research was swamped by Party dogma and censorship during the Brezhnev area, before being resumed
with the collapse of the Soviet Union. Zamulin then transitions to discussions of how the southern shoulder of the Kursk bulge was formed,
preparations for the battle on both sides, and the size and composition of Model’s Ninth Army. He then examines such controversial topics
as whether or not the II SS Panzer Corps was aware of the pending Soviet counterattack at Prokhorovka, and the effectiveness of the Soviet
preemptive barrage that struck the German troops that were poised to attack. Zamulin also discusses whether or not General Vatutin, the
Commander-in-Chief of Voronezh Front, erred when arranging his defenses. Zamulin also takes a look at how the myth of 1,500 tanks
colliding on a narrow strip of farm fields became perpetuated in Soviet and foreign history books, when in fact it was impossible for the 5th
Guards Tank Army’s tanks to attack in massive wave after wave due to the constrictions of the terrain. Zamulin also reveals incidents of the
battle that were long kept “behind the curtain” by Soviet censorship. For example, the 183rd Rifle Division defending the Prokhorovka axis
was repeatedly struck by friendly aircraft, and a Soviet tank counterattack overran the positions of one of its battalions. Zamulin discusses
other cases of fratricide in the Voronezh Front, including the death of one of the 1st Tank Army’s foremost tank commanders in a friendly fire
incident. In the process, he reveals that a wave of suicides swept through the junior command staff of the 5th Guards Tank Army immediately
prior to the famous counteroffensive on 12 July 1943. All in all, Valeriy Zamulin with this collection of essays and articles, two of which have
been reprinted from the Journal of Slavic Military History, makes a new contribution to our knowledge and understanding of this pivotal,
epochal battle of the Second World War.

Military Review
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The terrible months between the arrival of the Red Army on German soil and the final collapse of Hitler's regime were like no other in the
Second World War. The Soviet Army's intent to take revenge for the horror that the Nazis had wreaked on their people produced a conflict of
implacable brutality in which millions perished. From the great battles that marked the Soviet conquest of East and West Prussia to the final
surrender in the Vistula estuary, this book recounts in chilling detail the desperate struggle of soldiers and civilians alike. These brutal
campaigns are brought vividly to life by a combination of previously untold testimony and astute strategic analysis recognising a conflict of
unprecedented horror and suffering.

From the Don to the Dnepr
"The greatest tank battle in world history, known as Operation CITADEL, opened during the early hours of 5 July 1943, and its outcome was
to decide the eventual outcome of the war on the Eastern Front. Images of War—Battle of Kursk 1943, is an illustrated account of this pivotal
battle of the war on the Eastern Front, when the Germans threw 900,000 men and 2,500 tanks against 1,300,000 soldiers and 3,000 tanks of
the Red Army in a savage battle of attrition.Unlike many pictorial accounts of the war on the Eastern Front, Battle of Kursk 1943 draws upon
both German and Russian archive material, all of which are rare or unpublished. The images convey the true scale, intensity and horror of the
fighting at Kursk, as the Germans tried in vain to batter their way through the Soviet defensive systems. The battle climaxed at the village of
Prokhorovka, which involved some 1,000 tanks fighting each other at pointblank range.During this vicious two week battle the Red Army dealt
the Panzerwaffe a severe battering from which the German war effort was never to recover fully. Kursk finally ended the myth of German
invincibility."

Kursk 1943
The Battle of Kursk was one of the greatest battles in history. Based on primary sources, this book provides entirely new insights about the
famous battle.

The Battle of Prokhorovka
A major new account of the Soviet Union at war which charts the development, successes and failures of the Red Army.

Operation Typhoon
The Battle of Kursk was one of the defining moments of World War II. In July 1943, German forces under Erich von Manstein--one of
Germany’s best generals--launched a massive attack in an offensive code-named Citadel. A week later, the Soviets counterattacked,
sparking a huge clash of tanks at Prokhorovka, the largest armor battle in history, pitting more than 600 Soviet tanks against some 300
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German panzers. Though the Germans gained a tactical victory, destroying huge numbers of Soviet tanks, they failed to achieve their
objectives, and in the end the battle marked a turning point on the Eastern Front. The Red Army gained the strategic initiative and would not
lose it.

Soviet Defensive Tactics At Kursk, July 1943
This book gives an accurate account of the Soviet victory at Kursk, the signal for the transfer of the initiative to the Soviets in World War II.

Battleground Prussia
Adolf Hitler considered the Mediterranean an unimportant theater of the war, leaving it to the troops of Benito Mussolini who wanted to
dominate the “Mare Nostro.” Nevertheless, when the Italian army was defeated on the Libyan-Egyptian border at the beginning of 1941, the
Führer was forced to help his ally by sending an air detachment first to Sicily, then Africa. This latest in the Casemate Illustrated series
examines that tiny expeditionary force, solely devoted to protecting Italian possessions in North Africa. When General Erwin Rommel
launched his Afrika Korps to the east, the Luftwaffe had to go on the offensive to cover that advance. With over 100 images, this book
explores how German and British air forces were quickly reinforced and, in the following months, Germany was forced to engage more and
more aerial units on what was initially considered a peripheral arena of the war for the German High Command. Losses in bombers and
fighters were high on both sides and when, at the end of 1942, the Allies landed in Morocco and Algeria on the back of the Afrika Korps, the
Wehrmacht’s fate was sealed. The depleted Luftwaffe did its best but could not change the course of the battle. The last German units
capitulated in Tunisia in May 1943.

Bagration
Fought in July and August 1943, the Battle of Kursk is widely regarded as the greatest tank battle in the history of warfare. This book
examines the massive confrontation that raged in the air over the front as the huge German and Soviet armored forces clashed on the
ground.

The Battle of the Tanks
George Nipe, author of "Last Victory in Russia" and "Decision in the Ukraine," has written a revealing and unprecedented re-analysis of the II.
SS-Panzer-Korps' operations during the Battle of Kursk in the summer of 1943. Unlike all previous books on the subject, which refer almost
exclusively to Russian accounts of the battle, "Blood, Steel, and Myth" makes extensive use of original German source material. In so doing
he convincingly exposes the conventional wisdom, which through its constant repetition over the years has assumed mythic status, as being
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fundamentally flawed and patently untrue. Based principally on Heer and Waffen-SS combat and intelligence reports from the southern sector
of the Kursk salient, as well as the individual accounts of veterans, the book covers in detail the daily progress of Operation Citadel. With
meticulous attention to detail the author illustrates the unfavorable circumstances and erroneous command decisions which irrevocably
doomed Germany's last major offensive in Russia to failure. The personal notes, conversations, and official orders of Generals Hauser, Hoth,
and Manstein are all closely scrutinized to shed new light on this much celebrated but incorrectly recounted clash of arms, with particular
attention being paid to the "greatest tank battle in history" at Prochorovka. With "Blood, Steel and Myth; George Nipe sets the record straight
will all the conviction of an Eastern Front historian whose veracity and impeccable scholarship have been proven time and again.

Kursk
On September 8, 1941, eleven weeks after Hitler launched Operation Barbarossa, his brutal surprise attack on the Soviet Union, Leningrad
was surrounded. The siege was not lifted for two and a half years, by which time some three quarters of a million Leningraders had died of
starvation. Anna Reid's Leningrad is a gripping, authoritative narrative history of this dramatic moment in the twentieth century, interwoven
with indelible personal accounts of daily siege life drawn from diarists on both sides. They reveal the Nazis' deliberate decision to starve
Leningrad into surrender and Hitler's messianic miscalculation, the incompetence and cruelty of the Soviet war leadership, the horrors
experienced by soldiers on the front lines, and, above all, the terrible details of life in the blockaded city: the relentless search for food and
water; the withering of emotions and family ties; looting, murder, and cannibalism- and at the same time, extraordinary bravery and selfsacrifice. Stripping away decades of Soviet propaganda, and drawing on newly available diaries and government records, Leningrad also
tackles a raft of unanswered questions: Was the size of the death toll as much the fault of Stalin as of Hitler? Why didn't the Germans capture
the city? Why didn't it collapse into anarchy? What decided who lived and who died? Impressive in its originality and literary style, Leningrad
gives voice to the dead and will rival Anthony Beevor's classic Stalingrad in its impact.

Battle Story: Kursk 1943
A monumental, enthralling work charting the greatest land battle of all time which changed the course of World War Two, by a highly
regarded military expert 5th July 1943: the greatest land battle of all time began around the town of Kursk in Russia. This epic confrontation
between German and Soviet forces was one of the most important military engagements in history and epitomised 'total war'.It was also one
of the most bloody, characterised by hideous excess and outrageous atrocities. The battle concluded with Germany having incurred nearly
three million dead and the Soviet Union a staggering ten million. It was a monumental and decisive encounter of breathtaking intensity which
became a turning point, not only on the Eastern Front, but in the Second World War as a whole. Using the very latest available archival
material including the testimonies of veterans and providing strategic perspective alongside personal stories of front line fighting, Lloyd Clark
has written a lucid, enthralling and heart-stopping account of this incredible battle.
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Armor and Blood: The Battle of Kursk
Throughout the Second World War, a shift occurred in the composition of the large armored units of armies which lead to an increase in the
power of their tanks in particular. The Germans were no exception. Many of its recently formed Panzer divisions, from the 12th SSPanzerdivision Hitlerjugend to the 2nd SS-Panzerdivision Das Reich, were thrust into the effort to repel the Allies from June to August 1944 in
Normandy. Within just ten weeks they would be defeated. This volume of Casemate Illustrated starts by exploring the initial struggle to gain
control of Caen after the Allies had landed on the beaches of Normandy which resulted in the ferocious German Tiger tanks destroying the
7th Armored Division, with British losses totaling twenty-seven tanks. The subsequent strategies the commanders devised for the Panzer
tanks during Operations Goodwood and Cobra were not so successful, ultimately ending in disaster for the Germans as the Allies broke
through the German line by the end of July. With over 100 photos, diagrams showing the composition of German armored divisions, and color
profiles of tanks and other armored vehicles, this is a detailed examination of the German armored forces in Normandy in 1944, focusing on
the organization of the 10 Panzer divisions that took part, the vehicles they relied on and the battles they fought in and why ultimately their
combined strength was not enough.

Last Panzer Battles in Hungary
In the summer of 1943, recoiling from defeat at Stalingrad, Hitler conducted a limited objective offensive to eliminate the Soviet Kursk salient.
Operating a classic pincer attack of the kind that succeeded during the 1942 Kharkov campaign he hoped that the resulting heavy losses
inflicted on the Red Army would give the Wehrmacht time to recover its strength. However, the Soviet anticipation of the attack led to
extensive losses on both sides as Soviet anti-tank mines and fierce fighting pushed the Germans back, liberating the German-held Orel in the
process. Focusing on the northern front of the battle with Generaloberst Walter Model's forces pitted against General Rokossovsky's Central
Front between 5 July and 18 August, this volume will explore both the German offensive and the Soviet counteroffensive. Using documents
from both sides, extensive photographs – both contemporary and modern, maps and bird's-eye-views this title will shed new light on this often
ignored part of the battle.

Battle of Kursk, 1943
One of America’s most distinguished military historians offers the definitive account of the greatest tank battle of World War II—an epic clash
of machines and men that matched the indomitable will of the Soviet Red Army against the awesome might of the Nazi Wehrmacht. While the
Battle of Kursk has long captivated World War II aficionados, it has been unjustly overlooked by historians. Drawing on the masses of new
information made available by the opening of the Russian military archives, Dennis Showalter at last corrects that error. This battle was the
critical turning point on World War II’s Eastern Front. In the aftermath of the Red Army’s brutal repulse of the Germans at Stalingrad, the
stakes could not have been higher. More than three million men and eight thousand tanks met in the heart of the Soviet Union, some four
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hundred miles south of Moscow, in an encounter that both sides knew would reshape the war. The adversaries were at the peak of their
respective powers. On both sides, the generals and the dictators they served were in agreement on where, why, and how to fight. The result
was a furious death grapple between two of history’s most formidable fighting forces—a battle that might possibly have been the greatest of
all time. In Armor and Blood, Showalter re-creates every aspect of this dramatic struggle. He offers expert perspective on strategy and tactics
at the highest levels, from the halls of power in Moscow and Berlin to the battlefield command posts on both sides. But it is the author’s
exploration of the human dimension of armored combat that truly distinguishes this book. In the classic tradition of John Keegan’s The Face
of Battle, Showalter’s narrative crackles with insight into the unique dynamics of tank warfare—its effect on men’s minds as well as their
bodies. Scrupulously researched, exhaustively documented, and vividly illustrated, this book is a chilling testament to man’s ability to build
and to destroy. When the dust settled, the field at Kursk was nothing more than a wasteland of steel carcasses, dead soldiers, and smoking
debris. The Soviet victory ended German hopes of restoring their position on the Eastern Front, and put the Red Army on the road to Berlin.
Armor and Blood presents readers with what will likely be the authoritative study of Kursk for decades to come. Advance praise for Armor and
Blood “The size and the brutality of the vast tank battle at Kursk appalls, this struggle that gives an especially dark meaning to that shopworn
phrase ‘last full measure.’ Prepare yourself for a wild and feverish ride over the steppes of Russia. You can have no better guide than
Dennis E. Showalter, who speaks with an authority equaled by few military historians.”—Robert Cowley, founding editor of MHQ: The
Quarterly Journal of Military History “A fresh, skillful, and complete synthesis of recent revelations about this famous battle . . . As a myth
buster, Armor and Blood is a must-read for those interested in general and military history.”—David M. Glantz, editor of The Journal of Slavic
Military Studies “Refreshingly crisp, pointed prose . . . Throughout, [Showalter] demonstrates his adeptness at interweaving discussions of
big-picture strategy with interesting revelations and anecdotes. . . . Showalter does his best work by keeping his sights set firmly on the battle
at hand, while also parsing the conflict for developments that would have far-reaching consequences for the war.”—Publishers Weekly

Leningrad
Making use of the extensive memoirs of German and Russian soldiers to bring their story to life, the narrative follows on from On A Knife's
Edge, which described the encirclement and destruction of the German Sixth Army at Stalingrad and the offensives and counter-offensives
that followed throughout the winter of 1942–43. Beginning towards the end of the Battle of Kursk, Retribution explores the massive Soviet
offensive that followed Operation Zitadelle, which saw depleted and desperate German troops forced out of Central Ukraine. In this title,
Buttar describes in detail the little-known series of near-constant battles that saw a weakened German army confronted by a tactically
sophisticated force of over six million Soviet troops. As a result, the Wehrmacht was driven back to the Dnepr and German forces remaining
in the Taman Peninsula south of Rostov withdrew into the Crimea, a retreat which would become one of many in the months that followed.

Kursk
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The Battle of Kursk
An account of the most crucial period of fighting on the Eastern Front, from the defeat of Germany at the gates of Moscow to their crushing
loss at Stalingrad. The path from Moscow to Stalingrad was littered with successes and losses for both the Red Army and the Wehrmacht,
culminating in one of the harshest battles of the Second World War. Part of the Casemate Illustrated series, this volume outlines how it was
that, less than a year after their defeat at Moscow, the German army had found a way to make the Soviet troops waver in their defense, with
their persistence eventually leading to the Battle of Stalingrad. The successful expulsion of the German troops from Moscow in the winter of
1941 came at a cost for the Red Army. Weaknesses in the Soviet camp inspired the Wehrmacht, under Adolf Hitler’s close supervision, to
make preparations for offensives along the Eastern Front to push the Russians further and further back into their territory. With a complex set
of new tactics and the crucial aid of the Luftwaffe, the German army began to formulate a deadly two-pronged attack on Stalingrad to reduce
the city to rubble. In the lead-up to this, Timoshenko’s failed attack on Kharkov, followed by the Battle of Sebastopol in June 1942, prompted
Operation Blue, the German campaign to advance east on their prized objective. This volume includes numerous photographs of the ships,
planes, tanks, trucks, and weaponry used by both sides in battle, alongside detailed maps and text outlining the constantly changing
strategies of the armies as events unfolded. “The wonderful photos and illustrations make this book entertaining.” —New York Journal of
Books

The Battle of Kursk
“Comprehensive scholarship and convincing reasoning, enhanced by an excellent translation, place this work on a level with the best of
David Glantz” (Dennis Showalter, award-winning author of Patton and Rommel). This groundbreaking book examines the battle of Kursk
between the Red Army and Wehrmacht, with a particular emphasis on its beginning on July 12, as the author works to clarify the relative size
of the contending forces, the actual area of this battle, and the costs suffered by both sides. Valeriy Zamulin’s study of the crucible of combat
during the titanic clash at Kursk—the fighting at Prokhorovka—is now available in English. A former staff member of the Prokhorovka Battlefield
State Museum, Zamulin has dedicated years of his life to the study of the battle of Kursk, and especially the fighting on its southern flank
involving the famous attack of the II SS Panzer Corps into the teeth of deeply echeloned Red Army defenses. A product of five years of
intense research into the once-secret Central Archives of the Russian Ministry of Defense, this book lays out in enormous detail the plans and
tactics of both sides, culminating in the famous and controversial clash at Prokhorovka on July 12, 1943. Zamulin skillfully weaves
reminiscences of Red Army and Wehrmacht soldiers and officers into the narrative of the fighting, using in part files belonging to the
Prokhorovka Battlefield State Museum. Zamulin has the advantage of living in Prokhorovka, so he has walked the ground of the battlefield
many times and has an intimate knowledge of the terrain. Examining the battle primarily from the Soviet side, Zamulin reveals the real costs
and real achievements of the Red Army at Kursk, and especially Prokhorovka. He examines mistaken deployments and faulty decisions that
hampered the Voronezh Front’s efforts to contain the Fourth Panzer Army’s assault, and the valiant, self-sacrificial fighting of the Red
Army’s soldiers and junior officers as they sought to slow the German advance and crush the II SS Panzer Corps with a heavy counterattack
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at Prokhorovka. Illustrated with numerous maps and photographs (including present-day views of the battlefield), and supplemented with
extensive tables of data, Zamulin’s book is an outstanding contribution to the growing literature on the battle of Kursk, and further demolishes
many of the myths and legends that grew up around it.

Smolensk 1943
The battle at Kursk in 1943 is often referred to as the greatest tank battle in the history of warfare. This volume makes extensive use of
German archival documents as well as various Russian books and articles. As well as an account of the battle, it addresses methodological
issues.

Kursk 1943
With the German defeat at Kursk, the Soviet Stavka (high command) ordered the Western and Kalinin Fronts to launch Operation Suvorov in
order to liberate the city of Smolensk. The Germans had held this city for two years and Heeresgruppe Mitte's (Army Group Centre) 4. Armee
had heavily fortified the region. The Soviet offensive began in August 1943 and they quickly realized that the German defences were
exceedingly tough and that the Western Front had not prepared adequately for an extended offensive. Consequently, the Soviets were forced
to pause their offensive after only two weeks, in order to replenish their combat forces and then begin again. The German 4. Armee was
commanded by Generaloberst Gotthard Heinrici, one of the Wehrmacht's top defensive experts. Although badly outnumbered, Heinrici's army
gamely held off two Soviet fronts for seven weeks. Eventually, the 4. Armee's front was finally broken and Smolensk was liberated on 25
September 1943. However, the Western Front was too exhausted to pursue Heinrici's defeated army, which retreated to the fortified cities of
Vitebsk, Orsha and Mogilev; the 4. Armee would hold these cities until the destruction of Army Group Centre in June 1944. Operation
Suvorov focuses on a major offensive that is virtually unknown in the West and which set the stage for the decisive defeat of Heeresgruppe
Mitte in the next summer offensive.

Kursk
Operation Zitadelle – the attempt to eliminate the Kursk salient – was the last German offensive on the Eastern Front and the greatest tank
battle in history. If you truly want to understand what happened and why – read Battle Story.Detailed profiles of the leaders, tactics and
equipmentRare photographs place you in the centre of the unfolding actionDiary extracts and quotes give you a soldier’s eye-view of the
battleOrders of battle show the composition of the opposing armiesPacked with fact boxes, this short introduction is the perfect way to
explore this important battleMARK HEALY is the author of several books including Midway 1942, The Tiger Tank Story and The Ancient
Assyrians, and produced the best-selling video series Die Deutschen Panzer. He wrote the best-selling Zitadelle: The German Offensive
against the Kursk Salient 14–17 July 1943. He lives in Dorset.
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Kursk
A visual look at the Nazi assault on the Soviet capital in the series that’s “a welcome addition . . . targeted at the general World War II
enthusiast” (Globe at War). After the initial successes of Operation Barbarossa, at the end of September 1941, Hitler turned his focus to
Moscow, with the unshakeable belief that capturing the capital would knock the Soviets out of the war. On the face of it, it was an unequal
matchup in Germany’s favor, but the picture was, in fact, a great deal more complex; the Germans had suffered very significant losses since
the invasion of Russia had begun and had issues with logistics and air support. The Soviets, under the command of Gen. Zhukov, were
beginning to be better supplied with reinforcements and were prepared to defend to the death. This volume in the Casemate Illustrated series
concentrates on the main German assault of October 1941. Guderian’s panzer divisions at first made sweeping gains, as they had done so
many times before, and large parts of the Red Army were encircled at Vyazma and Bryansk. These successes allowed the Soviets time to
regroup, as the encircled armies did not surrender and had to be dealt with. Then, three engagements followed at Mtsensk, Maloyaroslavets
and the Mojaisk defense line that proved that the war in the east was not entering its final days, as German high command believed.
Illustrated with over 150 photographs, plus profile drawings of tanks, vehicles, and aircraft, this book gives a vivid impression of the situation
for both protagonists, and a detailed analysis of the critical days as the fate of Moscow—and perhaps the whole war—hung in the balance.

Kursk 1943
Citadel was the codename for the German attack on Kursk in 1943, and it was the last major German offensive to be launched in the east in
an attempt to regain impetus after the battle of Stalingrad. However, the advantage had swung towards the Soviet forces and they never let it
go. Following the Battle of Kursk, they not only seized the strategic initiative but also established an inexorably growing momentum which
culminated in the fall of Berlin nearly two years later. The German thrusts were contained within tatalizing grasp of success, after which the
Red Army delivered a series of crushing counterblows which drove the Wermacht back beyond the Dneiper.

Kursk 1943
On July 5, 1943, the greatest land battle in history began when Nazi and Red Army forces clashed near the town of Kursk, on the western
border of the Soviet Union. Code named “Operation Citadel,” the German offensive would cut through the bulge in the eastern front that had
been created following Germany’s retreat at the battle of Stalingrad. But the Soviets, well-informed about Germany’s plans through their
network of spies, had months to prepare. Two million men supported by 6,000 tanks, 35,000 guns, and 5,000 aircraft convened in Kursk for
an epic confrontation that was one of the most important military engagements in history, the epitome of “total war.” It was also one of the
most bloody, and despite suffering seven times more casualties, the Soviets won a decisive victory that became a turning point in the war.
With unprecedented access to the journals and testimonials of the officers, soldiers, political leaders, and citizens who lived through it, The
Battle of the Tanks is the definitive account of an epic showdown that changed the course of history.
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Retribution
Mauled at Stalingrad, the German army looked to regain the initiative on the Eastern Front with a huge offensive launched near the city of
Kursk, 280 miles south-west of Moscow. Armed with the new Panther tank, Hitler and Field Marshal von Manstein were confident that they
could inflict another crushing defeat on the Soviet Union. What they did not know is that the Soviets knew about the coming attack, and they
were ready. This book focuses on the southern front of this campaign, which featured one of the biggest clash of armour of the warin the
battle of Prokhorovka which involved over a thousand tanks. It examines in detail the tactics and mistakes of the army commanders as they
orchestrated one of the bloodiest battles in World War II. Using campaign maps, stunning photographs and vivid artwork, this new study, a
companion to Campaign 272 Kursk 1943: The Northern Front, examines whether that the German offensive was doomed from the start as it
takes the reader through this titanic clash of armour.

The Red Army and the Second World War
In the last phase of the Second World War the Sixth Panzer Army was the last army available to the German military leadership which was
more or less intact and was capable of launching a major offensive. After it had been withdrawn from the Western front in the aftermath of the
failed Ardennes counter offensive, it was replenished with men and gears as fully as was possible in the given circumstances, and as a result
it almost regained its 1944 autumn strength. It would not have been a surprise if it had been deployed on German territory against the Allied
troops advancing to Rhine, or in Silesia or in the Baltics or even if it had been sent as a reinforcement to the Army Group Vistula to defend
the distant approaches to Berlin against the advancing Soviet army - reinforcement and fresh troops capable of launching counter offensives
were desperately needed everywhere. But it happened otherwise: the Sixth Army was deployed in Hungary and participated in the Operation
Spring Awakening, launched in the western part of the country on 6th of March, 1945. This was the last German "big offensive" in the course
of the Second World War. Several questions come to mind about the operation. What were the goals originally set to be achieved by this
seemingly pointless attack? What role was assigned to the once formidable German Panzer Corps? Is it true that the Soviet command used
the same defense directives as had been used during the battle of Kursk in 1943 because they had proved to be viable then? What types of
tanks and armored vehicles fight in West Hungary and in what numbers? How did the American made M4A2 tanks manned by Soviet crews
fare against the much heavier German Panther and Tiger B tanks on the Hungarian soil? What were the losses on both sides in tanks and
armored vehicles? To what extent can be the prompt and powerful response of the Soviet side - the offensive towards Vienna - evaluated as
being successful? How did the Germans, the Soviets, the Hungarians and the Bulgarians use their tanks and armored vehicles in this
operation? Besides giving a detailed chronological description of the events, the book tries to find answers to these questions. The facts
extracted from the operational documents of the fighting sides have been supplemented with excerpts from diaries and memoirs, and even
the maps have been drawn on the basis of the original ones. The author has explored some new archival sources kept in Russian archives
and also incorporated some published Russian materials into his research that was neglected up until now by other researchers, along with
some newly published German memoirs - all this has made possible to create a narrative of the events related to us by the author in hitherto
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unprecedented detail.

Luftwaffe in Africa, 1941-1943
From Moscow to Stalingrad
The actions of Germany’s armed SS force during D-Day in the series that’s “a welcome addition . . . targeted at the general World War II
enthusiast” (Globe at War). For many, the Waffen-SS soldier represents the archetype of the combatant, if not the warrior: well-armed, welltrained, possessing intelligence in combat, imbued with political and ideological fanaticism, he is an elite soldier par excellence, even if a lack
of scruples casts a long shadow. However, is this picture true? In the case of the Battle of Normandy, opinions diverged, not only among
today’s historians, but also amongst the German generals at the time. In all, the Waffen-SS fielded six divisions during the Battle of
Normandy, as well as two heavy battalions of Tiger tanks. But they were by no means a single homogenous entity, for with the exception of II
SS-Panzerkorps, the divisions arrived at the front one after another and were immediately thrown into battle. This volume in the Casemate
Illustrated series examines the Waffen-SS in Normandy during the fierce fighting of June 1944, when they struggled to hold back the Allied
advance on Caen, though the picture was by no means one-sided. Extensively illustrated with photographs, tank profiles, and maps, and
accompanied by biographies of key personnel and explanatory text boxes, this volume gives a clear and accessible account of events,
challenging some popular perceptions along the way.

Kursk 1943
This book provides an in-depth study of the Soviet Army during the offensive operations that started with Battle of Stalingrad in December
1942 and went until Spring 1943. The lessons learned by the Soviet Army from these experiences helped design the military steamroller that
decimated the German panzer divisions at Kursk in the Summer of 1943.

The Waffen-SS in Normandy
In July 1943, Hitler launched Operation Zitadelle, the last German offensive on the Eastern Front. It was an attempt to shorten the German
lines by eliminating the Kursk salient – created after their defeat at Stalingrad – and was designed to result in the encirclement of the Red
Army. In reality the German tanks came up against impenetrable Russian defences: minefields, artillery and anti-tank emplacements, spread
through lines 250km deep and manned by Russian troops whose actions often verged on the suicidal. The greatest tank battle in history,
Kursk assured the Nazis’ defeat and was ‘the swan song of the German tank arm’. Involving over 9000 tanks, 5000 aircraft, 35,000 guns
and mortars and 2,700,000 troops (of whom 230,000 became casualties), the Battle of Kursk was a conflict whose scale and barbarity
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eclipsed all other clashes in Europe. This book gives a clear, concise account of those dramatic days in 1943, supported by a timeline of
events and orders of battle, and illustrated with over fifty photographs.

2nd SS Panzer Das Reich Division
Zitadelle

1985 Art of War Symposium
In the summer of 1943, the German-launched Operation Zitadelle (Citadel), aimed at cutting off a large number of Soviet forces in the Kursk
salient. This offensive resulted in the battle of Kursk, the largest tank battle of World War II. Kursk quickly became a fierce contest of attrition,
as Wehrmacht and elite Waffen-SS Panzer-Divisions with their powerful Tiger and Panther tanks unsuccessfully tried to hammer their way
through the intricate lines of strong Soviet defensive positions. What followed was unabated fighting for two weeks as German units were
slowly and systematically ground down in a series of brutal armored battles. During this ferocious fighting the Red Army savagely contested
every foot of ground, finally ending German invincibility forever. For the first time in its short history, the blitzkrieg concept had failed. The
reverberations caused by the defeat at Kursk were immense, and never again did the German war machine go on the offensive in the East.
Stiff defensive action was now the stratagem placed upon the dwindling Panzerwaffe right to the gates of Berlin. With comprehensive
captions and text, Kursk 1943 tells the story of this dramatic battle using rare and unpublished photographs, maps, and highly detailed artist
profiles. The book reveals the events leading up to the battle in the first half of 1943, and the build up of forces by both sides before their
climatic showdown at Kursk.

Blood, Steel, and Myth
The Wehrmacht Retreats
As a treasure trove of fresh material, this book addresses aspects of the Battle of Kursk that have puzzled commentators since 1943.
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