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Rake's Progress
At work Peggy has carved herself a comfortable niche. Once in
hospital, she loses no time in establishing herself as Queen Bee,
taking on several responsibilities. Persistently cheerful, blind to the
feelings of others and, at heart, terribly lonely, Peggy is at once a
richly comic and desperately moving creation, providing a
rewarding challenge for a mature actress.

The Last Castle
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Something in the Blood: The Untold Story of Bram
Stoker, the Man Who Wrote Dracula
Winner of the 2020 Miles Franklin Literary Award! "A beautifully
written novel that puts language at the heart of remembering the
past and understanding the present."—Kate Morton “A
groundbreaking novel for black and white Australia.”—Richard
Flanagan, Man Booker Prize winning author of The Narrow Road
to the Deep North A young Australian woman searches for her
grandfather's dictionary, the key to halting a mining company from
destroying her family's home and ancestral land in this exquisitely
written, heartbreaking, yet hopeful novel of culture, language,
tradition, suffering, and empowerment in the tradition of Louise
Erdrich, Sandra Cisneros, and Amy Harmon. Knowing that he will
soon die, Albert “Poppy” Gondiwindi has one final task he must
fulfill. A member of the indigenous Wiradjuri tribe, he has spent his
adult life in Prosperous House and the town of Massacre Plains, a
small enclave on the banks of the Murrumby River. Before he takes
his last breath, Poppy is determined to pass on the language of his
people, the traditions of his ancestors, and everything that was ever
remembered by those who came before him. The land itself aids
him; he finds the words on the wind. After his passing, Poppy’s
granddaughter, August, returns home from Europe, where she has
lived the past ten years, to attend his burial. Her overwhelming grief
is compounded by the pain, anger, and sadness of memory—of
growing up in poverty before her mother’s incarceration, of the
racism she and her people endured, of the mysterious disappearance
of her sister when they were children; an event that has haunted her
and changed her life. Her homecoming is bittersweet as she
confronts the love of her kin and news that Prosperous is to be
repossessed by a mining company. Determined to make amends and
honor Poppy and her family, she vows to save their land—a quest
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stories of her people, the secrets of the river. Told in three
masterfully woven narratives, The Yield is a celebration of
language and an exploration of what makes a place "home." A story
of a people and a culture dispossessed, it is also a joyful reminder of
what once was and what endures—a powerful reclaiming of
Indigenous language, storytelling, and identity, that offers hope for
the future.

A Woman of No Importance
Love Warrior
From the author of the New York Times bestseller A Train in
Winter comes the absorbing story of a French village that helped
save thousands hunted by the Gestapo during World War II—told in
full for the first time. Le Chambon-sur-Lignon is a small village of
scattered houses high in the mountains of the Ardèche, one of the
most remote and inaccessible parts of Eastern France. During the
Second World War, the inhabitants of this tiny mountain village and
its parishes saved thousands wanted by the Gestapo: resisters,
freemasons, communists, OSS and SOE agents, and Jews. Many of
those they protected were orphaned children and babies whose
parents had been deported to concentration camps. With
unprecedented access to newly opened archives in France, Britain,
and Germany, and interviews with some of the villagers from the
period who are still alive, Caroline Moorehead paints an inspiring
portrait of courage and determination: of what was accomplished
when a small group of people banded together to oppose their Nazi
occupiers. A thrilling and atmospheric tale of silence and
complicity, Village of Secrets reveals how every one of the
inhabitants of Chambon remained silent in a country infamous for
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fallibility of memory. A major contribution to WWII history,
illustrated with black-and-white photos, Village of Secrets sets the
record straight about the events in Chambon, and pays tribute to a
group of heroic individuals, most of them women, for whom saving
others became more important than their own lives.

Alone Together
Featuring thirteen original essays that examine Wilde's
achievements as an aesthete, critic, dramatist, novelist, and poet,
this provocative and ground-breaking volume ushers the field of
Oscar Wilde studies into the twenty-first century.

Hot, Cold, Heavy, Light, 100 Art Writings 1988-2018
A Woman of No Importance
Wilde Writings
If you are interested in 19th century fiction, and cannot find a story
of a woman who is lowly born, and not rich or famous, then this tale
may interest you. So much of 19th century fiction depicts large
houses, lovely clothes, plenty to eat, and idleness born of not having
to work. Rosie Randall has to work if she is to avoid the workhouse
when her husband dies and she is left with a baby to bring up. She
works as a seamstress, sewing garments, and household drapery for
those of the middle classes who do not have as many servants as the
wealthy. This tale is of her life, from 1817, when she is born to her
death 100years later, during the 1st world war An ordinary woman,
a woman of no consequence This is 19th century fiction unlike most
Page 4/28

Free Copy PDF A Woman Of No Importance The
Untold Story Of The American Spy Who Helped
Win
War
others.World
The story
is aIiwoman born during the Regency, and tells the
tale of her life through from her childhood, to employment as a
Dairymaid age ten, and her disastrous marriage. When her husband
dies, she is left with a baby to support and no home, until her
stepmother offers her a job as a seamstress, and a home. She does
find love, but he is killed at Crimea. It appears she is to have a very
lonely old age as members of her family die. Will she die without
finding happiness?

An Ideal Husband
A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Chosen as a BEST BOOK
OF THE YEAR by NPR, the New York Public Library, the Seattle
Times, the Washington Independent Review of Books,
BookBrowse, the Spectator, and the Times of London
"ExcellentThis book is as riveting as any thriller, and as hard to put
down." -- The New York Times Book Review "A compelling
biography of a masterful spy, and a reminder of what can be done
with a few brave people -- and a little resistance." - NPR A neverbefore-told story of Virginia Hall, the American spy who changed
the course of World War II, from the author of Clementine. In 1942,
the Gestapo sent out an urgent transmission: "She is the most
dangerous of all Allied spies. We must find and destroy her." The
target in their sights was Virginia Hall, a Baltimore socialite who
talked her way into Special Operations Executive, the spy
organization dubbed Winston Churchill's "Ministry of
Ungentlemanly Warfare." She became the first Allied woman
deployed behind enemy lines and--despite her prosthetic
leg--helped to light the flame of the French Resistance,
revolutionizing secret warfare as we know it. Virginia established
vast spy networks throughout France, called weapons and
explosives down from the skies, and became a linchpin for the
Resistance. Even as her face covered wanted posters and a bounty
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evacuate. She finally escaped through a death-defying hike over the
Pyrenees into Spain, her cover blown. But she plunged back in,
adamant that she had more lives to save, and led a victorious
guerilla campaign, liberating swathes of France from the Nazis after
D-Day. Based on new and extensive research, Sonia Purnell has for
the first time uncovered the full secret life of Virginia Hall--an
astounding and inspiring story of heroism, spycraft, resistance, and
personal triumph over shocking adversity. A Woman of No
Importance is the breathtaking story of how one woman's fierce
persistence helped win the war.

The Yield
With help from his friends Arthur Conan Doyle and Robert Sherard,
young Oscar Wilde investigates the murder of an artist's model
whose body has disappeared, in a story based on the true crime that
inspired "The Picture of Dorian Gray."

The Lady Is a Spy: Virginia Hall, World War II Hero of
the French Resistance
A true story of love, murder, and the end of the world’s “great
hush.” In Thunderstruck, Erik Larson tells the interwoven stories of
two men—Hawley Crippen, a very unlikely murderer, and Guglielmo
Marconi, the obsessive creator of a seemingly supernatural means
of communication—whose lives intersect during one of the greatest
criminal chases of all time. Set in Edwardian London and on the
stormy coasts of Cornwall, Cape Cod, and Nova Scotia,
Thunderstruck evokes the dynamism of those years when great
shipping companies competed to build the biggest, fastest ocean
liners; scientific advances dazzled the public with visions of a world
transformed; and the rich outdid one another with ostentatious
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incredible odds and relentless skepticism to perfect his invention:
the wireless, a prime catalyst for the emergence of the world we
know today. Meanwhile, Crippen, “the kindest of men,” nearly
commits the perfect murder. With his unparalleled narrative skills,
Erik Larson guides us through a relentlessly suspenseful chase over
the waters of the North Atlantic. Along the way, he tells of a sad
and tragic love affair that was described on the front pages of
newspapers around the world, a chief inspector who found himself
strangely sympathetic to the killer and his lover, and a driven and
compelling inventor who transformed the way we communicate.

Joe Country
Bleak Expectations -- The Rising Threat -- A Certain Eventuality -Dread -- Blood and Dust -- The Americans -- Love Amid the
Flames -- One Year to the Day -- Epilogue.

A Death of No Importance
The Lady Is a Spy is the audacious and riveting true story of
Virginia Hall, America's greatest spy and unsung hero, brought to
vivid life by acclaimed author Don Mitchell.

Village of Secrets
WINNER OF THE 2019 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FOR
FICTION “Electrifying” (People) • “Masterly” (The Guardian) •
“Dramatic and memorable” (The New Yorker) • “Magic” (TIME) •
“Ingenious” (The Financial Times) • "A gonzo literary performance”
(Entertainment Weekly) • “Rare and splendid” (The Boston Globe) •
“Remarkable” (USA Today) • “Delicious” (The New York Times) •
“Book groups, meet your next selection" (NPR) In an American
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performing arts high school struggle and thrive in a rarified bubble,
ambitiously pursuing music, movement, Shakespeare, and,
particularly, their acting classes. When within this striving
“Brotherhood of the Arts,” two freshmen, David and Sarah, fall
headlong into love, their passion does not go unnoticed—or untoyed
with—by anyone, especially not by their charismatic acting teacher,
Mr. Kingsley. The outside world of family life and economic status,
of academic pressure and of their future adult lives, fails to
penetrate this school’s walls—until it does, in a shocking spiral of
events that catapults the action forward in time and flips the premise
upside-down. What the reader believes to have happened to David
and Sarah and their friends is not entirely true—though it’s not false,
either. It takes until the book’s stunning coda for the final piece of
the puzzle to fall into place—revealing truths that will resonate long
after the final sentence. As captivating and tender as it is surprising,
Susan Choi's Trust Exercise will incite heated conversations about
fiction and truth, and about friendships and loyalties, and will leave
readers with wiser understandings of the true capacities of
adolescents and of the powers and responsibilities of adults.

A Fool's Errand
A 2017 Edgar Award Finalist A revelatory biography exhumes the
haunted origins of the man behind the immortal myth, bringing us
"the closest we can get to understanding [Bram Stoker] and his
iconic tale" (The New Yorker). In this groundbreaking portrait of
the man who birthed an undying cultural icon, David J. Skal "pulls
back the curtain to reveal the author who dreamed up this vampire"
(TIME magazine). Examining the myriad anxieties plaguing the
Victorian fin de siecle, Skal stages Bram Stoker’s infirm childhood
against a grisly tableau of medical mysteries and horrors: cholera
and famine fever, childhood opium abuse, frantic bloodletting,
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that pervades Dracula. In later years, Stoker’s ambiguous sexuality
is explored through his passionate youthful correspondence with
Walt Whitman, his adoration of the actor Sir Henry Irving, and his
romantic rivalry with lifelong acquaintance Oscar Wilde—here
portrayed as a stranger-than-fiction doppelgänger. Recalling the
psychosexual contours of Stoker’s life and art in splendidly gothic
detail, Something in the Blood is the definitive biography for years
to come.

Revising Wilde
A masterly and moving account of the most horrific hidden atrocity
of World War II: Ravensbrück, the only Nazi concentration camp
built for women On a sunny morning in May 1939 a phalanx of 867
women—housewives, doctors, opera singers, politicians,
prostitutes—was marched through the woods fifty miles north of
Berlin, driven on past a shining lake, then herded in through giant
gates. Whipping and kicking them were scores of German women
guards. Their destination was Ravensbrück, a concentration camp
designed specifically for women by Heinrich Himmler, prime
architect of the Holocaust. By the end of the war 130,000 women
from more than twenty different European countries had been
imprisoned there; among the prominent names were Geneviève de
Gaulle, General de Gaulle’s niece, and Gemma La Guardia Gluck,
sister of the wartime mayor of New York. Only a small number of
these women were Jewish; Ravensbrück was largely a place for the
Nazis to eliminate other inferior beings—social outcasts, Gypsies,
political enemies, foreign resisters, the sick, the disabled, and the
“mad.” Over six years the prisoners endured beatings, torture, slave
labor, starvation, and random execution. In the final months of the
war, Ravensbrück became an extermination camp. Estimates of the
final death toll by April 1945 have ranged from 30,000 to 90,000.
Page 9/28

Free Copy PDF A Woman Of No Importance The
Untold Story Of The American Spy Who Helped
Win
WorldtheWar
For decades
storyIiof Ravensbrück was hidden behind the Iron

Curtain, and today it is still little known. Using testimony unearthed
since the end of the Cold War and interviews with survivors who
have never talked before, Sarah Helm has ventured into the heart of
the camp, demonstrating for the reader in riveting detail how easily
and quickly the unthinkable horror evolved. Far more than a catalog
of atrocities, however, Ravensbrück is also a compelling account of
what one survivor called “the heroism, superhuman tenacity, and
exceptional willpower to survive.” For every prisoner whose
strength failed, another found the will to resist through acts of selfsacrifice and friendship, as well as sabotage, protest, and escape.
While the core of this book is told from inside the camp, the story
also sheds new light on the evolution of the wider genocide, the
impotence of the world to respond, and Himmler’s final attempt to
seek a separate peace with the Allies using the women of
Ravensbrück as a bargaining chip. Chilling, inspiring, and deeply
unsettling, Ravensbrück is a groundbreaking work of historical
investigation. With rare clarity, it reminds us of the capacity of
humankind both for bestial cruelty and for courage against all odds.
From the Hardcover edition.

Oscar Wilde
If Spook Street is where spies live, Joe Country is where they go to
die. In Slough House, the London outpost for disgraced MI5 spies,
memories are stirring, all of them bad. Catherine Standish is buying
booze again, Louisa Guy is raking over the ashes of lost love, and
new recruit Lech Wicinski, whose sins make him an outcast even
among the slow horses, is determined to discover who destroyed his
career, even if he tears his life apart in the process. Meanwhile, in
Regent’s Park, Diana Taverner’s tenure as First Desk is running
into difficulties. If she’s going to make the Service fit for purpose,
she might have to make deals with a familiar old devil . . . And with
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in peace, but even he can’t ignore the dried blood on his carpets. So
when the man responsible for killing a slow horse breaks cover at
last, Lamb sends the slow horses out to even the score.

The Splendid and the Vile
NATIONAL BESTSELLER A Goodreads Choice Awards
semifinalist Florida Book Awards Silver Medalist Featured in The
New York Times, The Atlantic, Time, New York Newsday, and on
Today! Best Nonfiction Books to Read in 2019—Woman’s Day The
Best Nonfiction Books Coming Out This Year—BookBub “A
nonfiction thriller.”—The Wall Street Journal From internationally
bestselling author of the “gripping” (Michael Connelly, #1 New
York Times bestselling author) Into the Lion’s Mouth comes the
extraordinary true story of Odette Sansom, the British spy who
operated in occupied France and fell in love with her commanding
officer during World War II—perfect for fans of Unbroken, The
Nightingale, and Code Girls. The year is 1942, and World War II is
in full swing. Odette Sansom decides to follow in her war hero
father’s footsteps by becoming an SOE agent to aid Britain and her
beloved homeland, France. Five failed attempts and one plane crash
later, she finally lands in occupied France to begin her mission. It is
here that she meets her commanding officer Captain Peter
Churchill. As they successfully complete mission after mission,
Peter and Odette fall in love. All the while, they are being hunted by
the cunning German secret police sergeant, Hugo Bleicher, who
finally succeeds in capturing them. They are sent to Paris’s Fresnes
prison, and from there to concentration camps in Germany where
they are starved, beaten, and tortured. But in the face of despair,
they never give up hope, their love for each other, or the
whereabouts of their colleagues. In Code Name: Lise, Larry Loftis
paints a portrait of true courage, patriotism, and love—of two
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degradations. He seamlessly weaves together the touching romance
between Odette and Peter and the thrilling cat and mouse game
between them and Sergeant Bleicher. With this amazing testament
to the human spirit, Loftis proves once again that he is adept at
writing “nonfiction that reads like a page-turning novel” (Parade).

A Woman of No Consequence
"Could there be a timelier gift to quarantined readers? I doubt
it."—The Washington Post "A heartening gathering of writers joining
forces for community support."—Kirkus Reviews "Connects writers,
readers, and booksellers in a wonderfully imaginative way. It's a
really good book for a really good cause"—Bestselling author James
Patterson ALONE TOGETHER: Love, Grief, and Comfort in the
Time of COVID-19 is a collection of essays, poems, and interviews
to serve as a lifeline for negotiating how to connect and thrive
during this stressful time of isolation as well as a historical
perspective that will remain relevant for years to come. All
contributing authors and business partners are donating their share
to The Book Industry Charitable Foundation (Binc), a nonprofit
organization that coordinates charitable programs to strengthen the
bookselling community. The roster of diverse voices includes Faith
Adiele, Kwame Alexander, Jenna Blum, Andre Dubus III, Jamie
Ford, Nikki Giovanni, Pam Houston, Jean Kwok, Major Jackson,
Devi S. Laskar, Caroline Leavitt, Ada Limón, Dani Shapiro, David
Sheff, Garth Stein, Luis Alberto Urrea, Steve Yarbrough, and Lidia
Yuknavitch. The overarching theme is how this age of isolation and
uncertainty is changing us as individuals and a society. "Alone
Together showcases the human desire to grieve, explore, comfort,
connect, and simply sit with the world as it weathers the pandemic.
Jennifer Haupt's timely and moving anthology also benefits the
Book Industry Charitable Foundation, making it a project that is
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bookseller, and Co-Ambassador for The Book Industry Charitable
Foundation

A Woman of No Importance
#1 New York Times Bestseller Oprah's Bookclub 2016 Selection
"Rivetinga worthy investmentthis book has real wisdom." —New
York Times Book Review "A book with so much painful truth
packed into its pages that every person who’s ever married or plans
to marry should really give it a read." —Chicago Tribune
"Provocative.I adore her honesty, her vulnerability, and her nononsense wisdom, and I know you will, too." —Oprah Winfrey "This
memoir isn’t really about Glennon rebuilding her relationship with
her husband; it is about Glennon rebuilding her relationship with
herself. Utterly refreshing andbadass." —Bustle.com The highly
anticipated new memoir by bestselling author Glennon Doyle tells
the story of her journey of self-discovery after the implosion of her
marriage. Just when Glennon Doyle Melton was beginning to feel
she had it all figured out—three happy children, a doting spouse, and
a writing career so successful that her first book catapulted to the
top of the New York Times bestseller list—her husband revealed his
infidelity and she was forced to realize that nothing was as it
seemed. A recovering alcoholic and bulimic, Glennon found that
rock bottom was a familiar place. In the midst of crisis, she knew to
hold on to what she discovered in recovery: that her deepest pain
has always held within it an invitation to a richer life. Love Warrior
is the story of one marriage, but it is also the story of the healing
that is possible for any of us when we refuse to settle for good
enough and begin to face pain and love head-on. This astonishing
memoir reveals how our ideals of masculinity and femininity can
make it impossible for a man and a woman to truly know one
another—and it captures the beauty that unfolds when one couple
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can finally, after thirteen years of marriage, commit to living
true—true to themselves and to each other. Love Warrior is a
gorgeous and inspiring account of how we are born to be warriors:
strong, powerful, and brave; able to confront the pain and claim the
love that exists for us all. This chronicle of a beautiful, brutal
journey speaks to anyone who yearns for deeper, truer relationships
and a more abundant, authentic life.

The Women Who Flew for Hitler
A radical re-examination of Oscar Wilde's plays, Revising Wilde
challenges long-established views of the writer as a dilettante and
dandy, revealing him instead as a serious philosopher and social
critic who used his plays to subvert the traditional values of
Victorian literature and society. By tracing Wilde's painstaking
revisions and redraftings of his plays, Sos Eltis uncovers themes
subsequently concealed in successive versions which demonstrate
that Wilde was in fact an anarchist, a socialist, and a feminist.
Wilde borrowed plots and incidents from numerous contemporary
French and English plays, but he then subtly rewrote his plagiarized
material in order to mock the very conventions he imitated. By
analysing previously unconsidered manuscript drafts, and
comparing the finished plays with their sources, Eltis displays a
surprising depth and complexity to Wilde's work. The little-known
early play, Vera; or, The Nihilists is revealed as a politically radical
drama, the society plays are shown to challenge Victorian sexual
and social mores, and The Importance of Being Earnest is
interpreted as an anarchic farce, which reflects the Utopian vision of
Wilde's political essay, 'The Soul of Man under Socialism'. Taking
into account the most recent scholarship and criticism, this
accessible study will be of interest to Wilde specialists and
enthusiasts alike.
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Thunderstruck
The Alchemist
- Over 11 million copies sold - #1 New York Times Bestseller for 8
years running - Now celebrating its 25th anniversary Simple ideas,
lasting love Falling in love is easy. Staying in love—that’s the
challenge. How can you keep your relationship fresh and growing
amid the demands, conflicts, and just plain boredom of everyday
life? In the #1 New York Times bestseller The 5 Love Languages,
you’ll discover the secret that has transformed millions of
relationships worldwide. Whether your relationship is flourishing or
failing, Dr. Gary Chapman’s proven approach to showing and
receiving love will help you experience deeper and richer levels of
intimacy with your partner—starting today. The 5 Love Languages is
as practical as it is insightful. Updated to reflect the complexities of
relationships today, this new edition reveals intrinsic truths and
applies relevant, actionable wisdom in ways that work. Includes the
Couple's Personal Profile assessment so you can discover your love
language and that of your loved one.

Ravensbruck
'Purnell's account of Hall's hectic, amphetamine-fuelled exploits
never falters. It recalls Caroline Moorehead's wonderful book,
Village of Secrets but has an added touch of Ben Macintyre's brio A
rousing tale of derring-do' The Times Book of the Week 'Riveting
one of the most breath-taking stories yet told of female courage
behind enemy lines' Sarah Helm, author of A Life in Secrets In
1942, the Gestapo would stop at nothing to track down a mysterious
'limping lady' who was fighting for the freedom of France. The Nazi
chiefs issued a simple but urgent command: 'She is the most
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Gestapo's target was Virginia Hall, a glamorous American with a
wooden leg who broke through the barriers against her gender and
disability to be the first woman to infiltrate Vichy France for the
SOE. In so doing she helped turn the course of the intelligence war.
This is the epic tale of an heiress who determined that a hunting
accident would not define her existence; a young woman who
gambled her life to fight for the freedoms she believed in; an
espionage novice who helped to light the flame of French
Resistance. Based on new and extensive research, Sonia Purnell has
for the first time uncovered the full secret life of Virginia Hall, an
astounding and inspiring story of heroism, spycraft, resistance and
personal triumph over shocking adversity. 'A gripping, relevant and
timely read about a remarkable woman from a talented writer'
Deborah Frances-White, author of The Guilty Feminist

A Woman of No Importance
Biographers' Club Prize-winner Clare Mulley’s The Women Who
Flew for Hitler—a dual biography of Nazi Germany's most highly
decorated women pilots. Hanna Reitsch and Melitta von
Stauffenberg were talented, courageous, and strikingly attractive
women who fought convention to make their names in the maledominated field of flight in 1930s Germany. With the war, both
became pioneering test pilots and were awarded the Iron Cross for
service to the Third Reich. But they could not have been more
different and neither woman had a good word to say for the other.
Hanna was middle-class, vivacious, and distinctly Aryan, while the
darker, more self-effacing Melitta came from an aristocratic
Prussian family. Both were driven by deeply held convictions about
honor and patriotism; but ultimately, while Hanna tried to save
Hitler’s life, begging him to let her fly him to safety in April 1945,
Melitta covertly supported the most famous attempt to assassinate
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Germany and its attitudes toward women, class, and race.
Acclaimed biographer Clare Mulley gets under the skin of these two
distinctive and unconventional women, giving a full—and as yet
largely unknown—account of their contrasting yet strangely parallel
lives, against a changing backdrop of the 1936 Olympics, the
Eastern Front, the Berlin Air Club, and Hitler’s bunker. Told with
brio and great narrative flair, The Women Who Flew for Hitler is an
extraordinary true story, with all the excitement and color of the
best fiction.Biographers' Club Prize-winner Clare Mulley’s The
Women Who Flew for Hitler—a dual biography of Nazi Germany's
most highly decorated women pilots. Hanna Reitsch and Melitta
von Stauffenberg were talented, courageous, and strikingly
attractive women who fought convention to make their names in the
male-dominated field of flight in 1930s Germany. With the war,
both became pioneering test pilots and were awarded the Iron Cross
for service to the Third Reich. But they could not have been more
different and neither woman had a good word to say for the other.
Hanna was middle-class, vivacious, and distinctly Aryan, while the
darker, more self-effacing Melitta came from an aristocratic
Prussian family. Both were driven by deeply held convictions about
honor and patriotism; but ultimately, while Hanna tried to save
Hitler’s life, begging him to let her fly him to safety in April 1945,
Melitta covertly supported the most famous attempt to assassinate
the Führer. Their interwoven lives provide vivid insight into Nazi
Germany and its attitudes toward women, class, and race.
Acclaimed biographer Clare Mulley gets under the skin of these two
distinctive and unconventional women, giving a full—and as yet
largely unknown—account of their contrasting yet strangely parallel
lives, against a changing backdrop of the 1936 Olympics, the
Eastern Front, the Berlin Air Club, and Hitler’s bunker. Told with
brio and great narrative flair, The Women Who Flew for Hitler is an
extraordinary true story, with all the excitement and color of the
best fiction.
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The celebrated author of
Double Cross and Rogue Heroes returns with his greatest spy story
yet, a thrilling Americans-era tale of Oleg Gordievsky, the Russian
whose secret work helped hasten the end of the Cold War. “The best
true spy story I have ever read.”—JOHN LE CARRÉ If anyone could
be considered a Russian counterpart to the infamous British doubleagent Kim Philby, it was Oleg Gordievsky. The son of two KGB
agents and the product of the best Soviet institutions, the savvy,
sophisticated Gordievsky grew to see his nation's communism as
both criminal and philistine. He took his first posting for Russian
intelligence in 1968 and eventually became the Soviet Union's top
man in London, but from 1973 on he was secretly working for MI6.
For nearly a decade, as the Cold War reached its twilight,
Gordievsky helped the West turn the tables on the KGB, exposing
Russian spies and helping to foil countless intelligence plots, as the
Soviet leadership grew increasingly paranoid at the United States's
nuclear first-strike capabilities and brought the world closer to the
brink of war. Desperate to keep the circle of trust close, MI6 never
revealed Gordievsky's name to its counterparts in the CIA, which in
turn grew obsessed with figuring out the identity of Britain's
obviously top-level source. Their obsession ultimately doomed
Gordievsky: the CIA officer assigned to identify him was none
other than Aldrich Ames, the man who would become infamous for
secretly spying for the Soviets. Unfolding the delicious three-way
gamesmanship between America, Britain, and the Soviet Union,
and culminating in the gripping cinematic beat-by-beat of
Gordievsky's nail-biting escape from Moscow in 1985, Ben
Macintyre's latest may be his best yet. Like the greatest novels of
John le Carré, it brings readers deep into a world of treachery and
betrayal, where the lines bleed between the personal and the
professional, and one man's hatred of communism had the power to
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A Woman of No Importance
J.K. Rowling, one of the world's most inspiring writers, shares her
wisdom and advice. In 2008, J.K. Rowling delivered a deeply
affecting commencement speech at Harvard University. Now
published for the first time in book form, VERY GOOD LIVES
presents J.K. Rowling's words of wisdom for anyone at a turning
point in life. How can we embrace failure? And how can we use our
imagination to better both ourselves and others? Drawing from
stories of her own post-graduate years, the world famous author
addresses some of life's most important questions with acuity and
emotional force.

Clementine
“A taut, suspenseful, and complex murder mystery with gorgeous
period detail.”—Susan Elia MacNeal Through her exquisite prose,
sharp observation and deft plotting, Mariah Fredericks invites us
into the heart of a changing New York in her remarkable debut
adult novel, A Death of No Importance. New York City, 1910.
Invisible until she’s needed, Jane Prescott has perfected the art of
serving as a ladies’ maid to the city’s upper echelons. When she
takes up a position with the Benchley family, dismissed by the
city’s elite as “new money”, Jane realizes that while she may not
have financial privilege, she has a power they do not—she
understands the rules of high society. The Benchleys cause further
outrage when their daughter Charlotte becomes engaged to
notorious playboy Norrie, the son of the eminent Newsome family.
But when Norrie is found murdered at a party, Jane discovers she is
uniquely positioned—she’s a woman no one sees, but who witnesses
everything; who possesses no social power, but that of fierce
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many with grudges to bear: from the family Norrie was supposed to
marry into, to the survivors of a tragic accident in a mine owned by
the Newsomes, to the rising anarchists who are sick of those born
into wealth getting away with anything they want. Jane also knows
that in both high society and the city’s underbelly, morals can
become cheap in the wrong hands: scandal and violence simmer just
beneath the surface—and can break out at any time.

Just Boris
A major and controversial new biography of one of the most
compelling and contradictory figures in modern British life. Born
Alexander Boris de Pfeffel Johnson, to most of us he is just ‘Boris’
– the only politician of the age to be regarded in such familiar, even
affectionate terms. Uniquely, he combines comedy with erudition,
gimlet-eyed focus with jokey self-deprecation, and is a loving
family man with a roving eye. He is also a hugely ambitious figure
with seemingly no huge ambitions to pursue – other than, perhaps,
power itself. In this revealing biography, written from the vantage
point of a once close colleague, Sonia Purnell examines how a shy,
young boy from a broken home became our only box-office
politician – and most unlikely sex god; how the Etonian product
fond of Latin tags became a Man of the People – and why he wanted
to be; how the gaffe-prone buffoon charmed Londonders to win the
largest personal mandate Britain has ever seen; and how the
Johnson family built our biggest – and blondest – media and
political dynasty. The first forensic account of a remarkable rise to
fame and power, Just Boris unravels this most compelling of
political enigmas and asks whether the Mayor who dreams of
crossing the Thames to Downing Street has what it takes to be
Prime Minister.
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NATIONAL BESTSELLER • The dramatic, untold history of the
heroic women recruited by Britain’s elite spy agency to help pave
the way for Allied victory in World War II “Gripping. Spies,
romance, Gestapo thugs, blown-up trains, courage, and treachery
(lots of treachery)—and all of it true.”—Erik Larson, author of The
Devil in the White City and Dead Wake In 1942, the Allies were
losing, Germany seemed unstoppable, and every able man in
England was on the front lines. To “set Europe ablaze,” in the words
of Winston Churchill, the Special Operations Executive (SOE),
whose spies were trained in everything from demolition to
sharpshooting, was forced to do something unprecedented: recruit
women. Thirty-nine answered the call, leaving their lives and
families to become saboteurs in France. In D-Day Girls, Sarah Rose
draws on recently declassified files, diaries, and oral histories to tell
the thrilling story of three of these remarkable women. There’s
Andrée Borrel, a scrappy and streetwise Parisian who blew up
power lines with the Gestapo hot on her heels; Odette Sansom, an
unhappily married suburban mother who saw the SOE as her ticket
out of domestic life and into a meaningful adventure; and Lise de
Baissac, a fiercely independent member of French colonial high
society and the SOE’s unflappable “queen.” Together, they
destroyed train lines, ambushed Nazis, plotted prison breaks, and
gathered crucial intelligence—laying the groundwork for the D-Day
invasion that proved to be the turning point in the war. Rigorously
researched and written with razor-sharp wit, D-Day Girls is an
inspiring story for our own moment of resistance: a reminder of
what courage—and the energy of politically animated women—can
accomplish when the stakes seem incalculably high. Praise for DDay Girls “Rigorously researched . . . [a] thriller in the form of a
non-fiction book.”—Refinery29 “Equal parts espionage-romance
thriller and historical narrative, D-Day Girls traces the lives and
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France. . . . While chronicling the James Bond-worthy missions and
love affairs of these women, Rose vividly captures the broken
landscape of war.”—The Washington Post “Gripping history . . .
thoroughly researched and written as smoothly as a good thriller,
this is a mesmerizing story of creativity, perseverance, and
astonishing heroism.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

Very Good Lives
The Spy and the Traitor
Now we don't want to start Christmas like this, do we? Cheating at
snakes and ladders, fighting over comic books, a bungled infidelity
beneath the tree. Christmas has arrived in the Bunker household
along with family and friends. But as the children lurk just out of
sight, it's the adults who are letting the side down. I couldn't. Not in
our sitting-room. Not in front of the television. Somewhere else.
Presiding over the festivities are two warring uncles, one a kindly,
incompetent doctor with an interminable puppet show to perform;
the other a bullying retired security guard who dominates the TV,
brings toy guns for his nieces and determines there's a thief in their
midst. Alan Ayckbourn's masterly Season's Greetings offers a
seriously entertaining look at the misery and high jinks of an
average family Christmas. The play opens at the National Theatre,
London, in December 2010. Three times I caught him at it. Ripping
open presents, helping himself to the contents.

The 5 Love Languages
A New York Times bestseller with an "engaging narrative and array
of detail” (The Wall Street Journal), the “intimate and sweeping”
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untold, true story behind the Biltmore

Estate—the largest, grandest private residence in North America,
which has seen more than 120 years of history pass by its front
door. The story of Biltmore spans World Wars, the Jazz Age, the
Depression, and generations of the famous Vanderbilt family, and
features a captivating cast of real-life characters including F. Scott
Fitzgerald, Thomas Wolfe, Teddy Roosevelt, John Singer Sargent,
James Whistler, Henry James, and Edith Wharton. Orphaned at a
young age, Edith Stuyvesant Dresser claimed lineage from one of
New York’s best known families. She grew up in Newport and
Paris, and her engagement and marriage to George Vanderbilt was
one of the most watched events of Gilded Age society. But none of
this prepared her to be mistress of Biltmore House. Before their
marriage, the wealthy and bookish Vanderbilt had dedicated his life
to creating a spectacular European-style estate on 125,000 acres of
North Carolina wilderness. He summoned the famous landscape
architect Frederick Law Olmsted to tame the grounds, collaborated
with celebrated architect Richard Morris Hunt to build a
175,000-square-foot chateau, filled it with priceless art and
antiques, and erected a charming village beyond the gates.
Newlywed Edith was now mistress of an estate nearly three times
the size of Washington, DC and benefactress of the village and
surrounding rural area. When fortunes shifted and changing times
threatened her family, her home, and her community, it was up to
Edith to save Biltmore—and secure the future of the region and her
husband’s legacy. This is the fascinating, “soaring and gorgeous”
(Karen Abbott) story of how the largest house in America
flourished, faltered, and ultimately endured to this day.

Code Name: Lise
Hot Cold Heavy Light collects 100 writings—some long, some
short—that taken together forma group portrait of many of the
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to Cindy Sherman, Old Masters to contemporary masters, paintings
to comix, and saints to charlatans, Schjeldahl ranges widely through
the diverse and confusing art world, an expert guide to a dazzling
scene. No other writer enhances the reader’s experience of art in
precise, jargon-free prose as Schjeldahl does. His reviews are more
essay than criticism, and he offers engaging and informative
accounts of artists and their work. For more than three decades, he
has written about art with Emersonian openness and clarity. A fresh
perspective, an unexpected connection, a lucid gloss on a big idea
awaits the reader on every page of this big, absorbing, buzzing
book.

Wild Bill Donovan
Trust Exercise
Season's Greetings
"First published in Great Britain under the title First lady: the life
and wars of Clementine Churchill by Aurum Press Ltd."--Title page
verso.

D-Day Girls
“Entertaining history…Donovan was a combination of bold innovator
and imprudent rule bender, which made him not only a remarkable
wartime leader but also an extraordinary figure in American
history” (The New York Times Book Review). He was one of
America’s most exciting and secretive generals—the man Franklin
Roosevelt made his top spy in World War II. A mythic figure
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director of the Office of Strategic Services (the country’s first
national intelligence agency) and the father of today’s CIA.
Donovan introduced the nation to the dark arts of covert warfare on
a scale it had never seen before. Now, veteran journalist Douglas
Waller has mined government and private archives throughout the
United States and England, drawn on thousands of pages of recently
declassified documents, and interviewed scores of Donovan’s
relatives, friends, and associates to produce a riveting biography of
one of the most powerful men in modern espionage. William Joseph
Donovan’s life was packed with personal drama. The son of poor
Irish Catholic parents, he married into Protestant wealth and fought
heroically in World War I, where he earned the nickname “Wild
Bill” for his intense leadership and the Medal of Honor for his
heroism. After the war he made millions as a Republican lawyer on
Wall Street until FDR, a Democrat, tapped him to be his strategic
intelligence chief. A charismatic leader, Donovan was revered by
his secret agents. Yet at times he was reckless—risking his life
unnecessarily in war zones, engaging in extramarital affairs that
became fodder for his political enemies—and he endured
heartbreaking tragedy when family members died at young ages.
Wild Bill Donovan reads like an action-packed spy thriller, with
stories of daring young men and women in his OSS sneaking
behind enemy lines for sabotage, breaking into Washington
embassies to steal secrets, plotting to topple Adolf Hitler, and
suffering brutal torture or death when they were captured by the
Gestapo. It is also a tale of political intrigue, of infighting at the
highest levels of government, of powerful men pitted against one
another. Donovan fought enemies at home as often as the Axis
abroad. Generals in the Pentagon plotted against him. J. Edgar
Hoover had FBI agents dig up dirt on him. Donovan stole secrets
from the Soviets before the dawn of the Cold War and had intense
battles with Winston Churchill and British spy chiefs over foreign
turf. Separating fact from fiction, Waller investigates the successes
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career. It makes for a gripping and revealing portrait of this most
controversial spymaster.

A Woman of No Importance
"Founding Director Lonnie Bunch's inside story of how the
Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and
Culture was created. By turns inspiring, funny, frustrating, quixotic,
and bittersweet, this is his deeply personal tale of the challenges and
rewards of bringing a nationally acclaimed new institution to life"--
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